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From The Editor  

I was lucky enough to spend some time again in Kaua’i this 

summer and saw the usual White and Red-Tailed Tropicbirds 

or Koa’e Kea in Hawaiian.  Always amazing to see these 

birds actually flying backwards! Still unable to find the 

elusive ‘I’Iwi but did get a good sighting and picture of the 

Wandering Tattler or ‘Ulili, which had just come in I think as 

these birds often arrive in the islands by August and leave for 

Alaskan breeding grounds in late April or early May.   

Happy birding!!  

Pat  

Copresidents’ Letter  -  September 2010 

After a morning of good birding at Betasso on September 15, 

the Roadrunners met at Lonny and Vivienne Frye's home for a 

potluck lunch, followed by an excellent presentation on the 

birds of Florida by Ray Scory. We had a good turnout and want 

to thank everyone involved for making this a wonderful end of 

summer birding and social event. 

  

Beginning in January 2011, Chuck Lowrie, our vice-president, 

has generously offered to assume the BBC presidency for one 

year. We are all grateful to Chuck for his support of the club for 

many years and look forward to his leadership in 2011. We also 

have more good fortune to announce: Sharon Norfleet and Gary 

Baxley have agreed to share the position of vice-president of 

the club. Sharon and Gary have also been great supporters, 

active members, and regular "eyes and ears" on many of our 

trips. Please make it a point to thank Chuck, Sharon, and Gary 

the next time you see them for their willingness to devote time 

and energy to helping our club stay successful. Finally, our 

long-time board members deserve our continued appreciation as 

they are the bedrock of the club. Please remember to thank 

them for their hard work! 

  

Claire Delaney has done a fantastic job as coordinator of our 

Wednesday Roadrunner trips for the past two years, and now 

it's time to find a new coordinator for 2011. This job primarily 

entails creating the calendar for the five months of the 

Roadrunner "season" and of getting leaders to commit to the 

Wednesday dates. Fortunately, we have lots of volunteer trip 

leaders who help out each year. Please, dear member,  consider 

volunteering for one year, beginning January 2011, as the 

coordinator so that we can continue one of our favorite outings 

to see the birds from their early spring arrivals through the fall 

migrations. Contact Claire at 303-494-8190. 

  

We hope you enjoy Kevin Winseck's and J.D. Birchmeier's 

articles in this issue as much as we have. Please submit your 

own pieces on your trips, special sightings, and other topics for 

us to share. Thank you! 

 

Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin 

BBC OFFICERS 

Presidency Ann Tagawa 

 Jim Guerin 

              anntagawa@msn.com 

         jimguerin_hsh@msn.com 

Vice Pres. Chuck Lowrie 455-8417  

Treasurer Elease Miller 530-4376 eleasem@comcast.net 

Roadrunners Claire Delaney 494-8190  

Field Trips Lonny Frye 931-9131 lonny_frye@yahoo.com 

Sightings Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666 

Newsletter Pat Heller 604-1163 pat_heller@msn.com 

Membership Janet Chu 494-1108  chuhouse@hotmail.com 

Scopes/Radios Lonny Frye 931-9131  

Secretary Peggy Oakes 449-0453  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Carlin Lee Boulder 

Guthrie Anne and Tom 

Woodward 

Boulder 

West Trail Study Area (WTSA) Planning Process 

BBC members who are concerned about the possibility of 

mountain bike access to trails in the Open Space area 

west of Broadway from Linden Drive in north Boulder to 

Chautauqua and then to the south Mesa Trail area can 

phone, write letters, or send email to city officials to 

express your views. Obviously, bird watching activities, 

as well as the habitat birds depend on, will be affected if 

the ban on mountain bikes in this area is lifted. Other 

conservation groups involved are SOSboulder.org (Save 

Open Space) and Friends of Boulder Open Space 

(FOBOS). Use links at SOSboulder.org to email your 

concerns to city officials. 

Helen Jean Stiles-Wainwright 

Helen passed away on June 26, 2010 after a long and active 

life of 89 years.  She married Art Wainwright in 1979.  

They met while birding with the Colorado Mountain Club 

in Hawaii as they were both avid bird watchers. Helen was 

quiet, always smiling and everyone liked her because of her 

sweet disposition.  Helen published articles in 

“Birdwatcher’s Digest” and the Colorado Magazine.  She 

edited the Colorado Mountain Club’s magazine “Trail and 

Timberline,” for several years. Art and Helen were 

instrumental in the reorganization and revitalization of 

BBirdC. They were involved in the first Breeding Atlas 

and were thrilled to find Swainson’s hawk nesting on the 

prairie ground rather than in a tree. She had many musical 

talents and even in her final days could play classical music 

and hymns by memory on the piano.   

The BBC will donate a book in Helen's memory to the 

Boulder Public Library 
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The Traveling Birder  by J.D. Birchmeier 

This is a birding record of the journey taken by J.D. Birchmeier 

from August 12, 2010 to August 23, 2010 on board the Vision of 

the Seas (Royal Caribbean Lines). I like the comfort, trans-

portation, and price of cruise ships; it isn't necessary to give up 

birding on the occasion. I booked this trip in February via an 

online cruise agency that sent me a “special” - this cruise is only 

offered every three years to above the Arctic Circle. Your other 

choices are Hurtigruten (68 sq ft cabins, bath/shower down the 

hall, $2500 for 6 days) and flying into Kirkines.   

Copenhagen: My wife Nancy (non-birder and proud of it...) and 

I flew into Copenhagen a day early due to the airline 

connections.  We stayed at a Best Western near the airport, right 

across from a large public park that contained the national 

Rugby Center (who knew?). The park was loaded with Ground 

Doves, Hooded Crows, Magpies, Carrion Crows, Common Swift 

overhead, and the more ordinary House Sparrows, Rock Doves, 

and E. Collared Doves. Since I have a EC Dove sitting on my 

chimney all day, I'm quite familiar with their calls; and I was 

surprised to hear the European version, with the first note of the 

trio a half note higher! The second day we took a taxi to the ship, 

and I got to look at some local seabirds: Herring, Common, and 

Black-headed Gulls; Cormorant. Off we sailed.... 

Baltic Sea:  The next day as we rounded the bend south of 

Norway, I spent some time in the lounge at the back of the ship 

(also a bar...) reading and checking the wake for seabirds 

cruising for stunned fish.  Gannet and Manx Shearwater were 

cruising by. 

Alesund: We landed in Alesund in the morning – Nancy took a 

walking tour of the city, I checked out the birds for free. Alesund 

is a picturesque fishing town, with a canal right down the middle. 

 I took a look at the local seabirds: I saw a common Eider on a 

small island coming into the harbor in the early light, Greater 

and Lesser Black-Backed Gulls on most of the roofs in town, 

and 2 V's of Greylag Geese flying over (pure luck, that).   

Asking for some info at the Information Center on the 

waterfront, I went up the hill to the park below the overlook, and 

got Chaffinch, Blue Tit, and Green Finch.   Later we took 

another tour that wound up on the overlook itself, and saw more 

magpies and gulls.  Heard a couple of songs in the brush, but no 

luck in the search. 

North Sea: When we got up to the Arctic Circle, thousands of 

Fulmars were cruising the waves, and there was the occasional 

Kittiwake passing over. 

Honningsvag:  It was snowing at 6:30 in the morning, gusty, 

little ice balls and rain blowing in your face all day.  The 15-20 

foot waves canceled my small boat trip to a nesting rock off the 

coast, and it was too late to rebook a tour out to the country, so I 

just sat, got cold, and consoled myself with a couple of shots of 

aquavit, in the Norwegian manner. 

Tromso:  This is an industrial town, fishing center.  Took a tour 

to a small coastal fishing community (Sommoya).  Walked 

around (nice old cemetery nearby) instead of having a free 

dessert and saw Redshank, Oystercatchers, Ruff, four more 

Greylag Geese, and while waiting for the bus – had a pair of 

Rock Pipits fight it out and land on a barrier about 10 feet in 

front of me!  Good look... 

At sea again:  more Fulmars. 

Geiranger and Geiranger Fjord:  Spectacular scenery...  Tour to 

top of mountain for more beauty, then walked around town to 

visit the parks.  White-tailed eagles flying over on the way, in the 

fjord.  More Oystercatchers probing the weedbeds, and a lot of 

White Wagtails in the grassy areas. 

Olden: Up that fjord – fjord not as good, village better looking.  

 Tour goes to the glacier, and the two- mile hike features a lot of 

sounds in the woods, one of which turns out to be a Willow 

Warbler hopping around in the bushes.  Another big batch of 

Wagtails along the shore, and some more of the usual stuff. 

Cont’d next page! 

GROWTH OF A YOUNG BIRDER 

Kevin Winseck 

I remember the first day I started my interest in birds. In first 

grade, our school had a visit from one of the raptor 

rehabilitation programs in the area; if I remember correctly, it 

was Rocky Mountain Raptor Program. The assembly we had 

showed several birds of prey, including a great horned owl, 

an American kestrel, a red-tailed hawk and a golden eagle. 

Each of the birds was being kept for education because they 

were considered “unreleaseable." I remember the golden 

eagle had only one eye, thus making it unable to hunt 

properly. Because I was in first grade, I was seated in the 

front row and got a very good look at the birds. After the 

program, I went home and was so fascinated that I 

immediately grabbed our family bird book and looked over 

all of the raptors of North America. 

                At eight years old, after learning the birds of prey 

of Colorado, I started going on Boulder County’s winter 

raptor tours. These are driving tours that bring participants all 

around the county, stopping for raptors as we see them. I 

learned a lot from those, and went to them for several winters 

until I was able to identify local raptors better than some of 

the county experts. 

                I continued to pursue my passion for birding and 

went to the Birds of Prey Foundation’s open house. There, I 

took a tour of their flight cages, where the birds go before 

they are ready to be released. My tour guide was very 

impressed with my knowledge of raptors and made a very 

special exception to the foundation’s age policy. She gave me 

the opportunity to volunteer at the foundation, with her as a 

mentor. I started volunteering later that summer and haven’t 

stopped since. 

                I have just completed my third year at the Birds of 

Prey Foundation, starting when I was 10, and I’m now 13. 

Viewing birds of prey up close is very different from seeing 

them in the field. Out in the wild, you see them from a 

distance, either through a spotting scope or binoculars; up 

close, you can see all the little details that make raptors so 

amazing. I have learned a lot from volunteering, but most of 

it is not information you would use while birding, just facts 

about birds and what they look like up close. 

                About a year after I started volunteering, I received 

a spotting scope for my birthday. It is such a different 

experience seeing a bird through a scope than with 

binoculars. This intrigued me even more so I started focusing 

on all birds, not just raptors. Over the next couple of 

summers, I attended bird camps, including a biking and 

birding class in Boulder, and a camp at Rocky Mountain Bird 

Observatory. Also, for the past two years, my mom and I 

have done burrowing owl research for the county. 

                Last summer, with the encouragement of my Birds 

of Prey mentor, I started going on Boulder Bird Club’s 

Roadrunner events. With the guidance of experienced birders 

from Roadrunners, I have learned more than I had with any 

of my other birding experiences. I continue to learn bird calls 

and to identify rare birds we see every time I go. I wish I 

could continue going on Roadrunner trips throughout the 

school year, but my principal is already nice enough to let me 

take time off for volunteering, so sadly I, can’t miss more 

school. I will be back next summer, though, so I expect to see 

all of you BBC members then! 
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BOULDER BIRD CLUB Field Trips & Activities 

 

This quarter’s calendar was produced by Joe Krieg. 

 

OCTOBER 

Sunday, October 3 

First Sunday Birding 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Bird the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds Complex. 

Everyone is welcome. Free.  Meet  at the Cottonwood 

Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 

Leader: Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666 

Saturday, October 16 

Birding Around Longmont 

8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Look for waterfowl and fall migrants at Jim Hamm Park, 

Union Reservoir, Golden Ponds, St. Vrain Creek and  

possibly other spots that may be productive at that time. 

Meet at Jim Hamm Park ( on County Line Rd., north of 

Hwy 119) at 8:30 a.m. Everyone is welcome. Free. 

Carpool  

from meeting place.  

Leader: Chris Owens 303-772-6048 

NOVEMBER 

Sunday, November 7 

First Sunday Birding 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Bird the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds Complex. 

Everyone is welcome. Free. Meet at the Cottonwood 

Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 

Leader: Jim Eide 303-443-6236 

Saturday, October 13 

Circle of Lakes Wintering Waterfowl (a Boulder 

County Parks and Open Space Driving Tour) 

9 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

Join volunteer naturalist Dick Pratt and others for this 

tour of local wetlands and reservoirs in Boulder County 

in search of re-turning ducks, geese, and other waterfowl. 

Learn about habitat, ecology and behavior and work on 

ID skills. Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 9 

a.m. Tour is geared to adult and older children. Free. 

Carpool from meeting place. 

Leader: Dick Pratt 303-651-6860 

DECEMBER 

Sunday, December 5 

First Sunday Birding 

9 a.m. to Noon 

Bird the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds Complex. 

Everyone is welcome. Free. Meet at the Cottonwood 

Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 

Leader Joe Krieg 303-651-0565 

Sunday, December 12 

Boulder Bird Club Holiday Party 

5 p.m. to ??? 

At the home of Margret Arp, 7837 Fairview Rd, Boulder, 

80303; 303-494-6637. Everyone is invited; bring family, 

significant other, and a favorite finger food. The Club 

will supply beverages. Swap birding stories of the year 

and get pumped up for the Christmas Bird Count on the 

Dec. 19th. 

Sunday, December 19 

Christmas Bird Count 

Dawn to Sunset 

 (You can participate for a portion thereof). Take part in 

one of the oldest Counts in the nation. Join one of the 

teams of 2 to 5 birders to count all or part of the day or at 

your backyard feeder. Birders of all experience levels are 

welcome; the more eyes the better. 

Count Coordinator: Bill Schmoker at 303-702-9589 or 

bill@schmoker.org. 

REMINDER! October through December 

First Sunday Birding is 9:00 AM to noon. 

Joining the “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo! Group 

BBC members now have a way to communicate with each other 

about upcoming trips (local, national, international), share 

sightings information, photos, and other items of interest. 

1. Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/ 

2. If you are not yet a member of Yahoo! Groups: 

a. Click “Sign Up” (Joining Yahoo! Groups is 

free.) 

b. Complete and submit membership information. 

Membership gives you a Yahoo email address. 

3. If you are already a member of Yahoo! Groups, sign in. 

4. Search for “boulderbirdclub”  

5. Click on “Join this group” to get to the boulderbirdclub 

membership request webpage  

6. Review and finish your request as outlined on this 

webpage. 

•  (If you want to receive email announcements at your 

regular email address, you will need to submit and verify 

that address. You can do that from this webpage, or later, 

by changing “Account Information” on your “Profile” 

page.)  

• All membership requests for boulderbirdclub need to be 

approved by the moderator. You will receive a 

confirmation email when your membership has been 

approved. 

The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities and 

ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 

accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!  

Field Trip Coordinator: Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). Contact 

trip leaders for information on their trips.  

Trip Cancellations: Our weather is unpredictable. On the (rare) 

occasion when a trip leader must cancel the trip due to 

inclement weather, illness, family emergency, etc., the leader 

will post the cancellation notice on the CoBirds site and the 

BBC “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo Group. 

Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: Everyone 

who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-up sheet before 

being allowed on the trip. By signing the sheet and/or 

participating in the trip, each person declares that he/she is solely 

responsible for his/her safety, and in no way will hold the Club, 

trip leader, or any participating person responsible for his/her 

safety. Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee up front 

to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of trips we often 

forget. Have the exact amount and don't wait for driver to ask 

you for it. JUST DO IT. 

BBC Scope/Radios: The BBC scope and two-way radios are 

available for trip leaders. Call Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). 

The Traveling Birder  by J.D. Birchmeier, cont’d. 

Bergen: Visit Grieg's house, get a concert.  Skip the house tour, 

tour the gardens instead and find a Great Tit (gotta love those 

English names.... but it's only a chickadee kind of bird). 

At sea again: Not much seen, but I only spent an hour or two 

outside watching the waves. 

Submissions for the next issues of the newsletter are due by: 

December 20 

Send to pat_heller@msn.com 


