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Field Trip Etiquette Tips 
by Joyce Takamine 

 As someone who has led short and long field trips, 
I offer a few tips to help make life easier on the leader and 
to help all the participants enjoy the trip. 

Communication:  

If you plan to do something different from the main group 
please let the leader or someone know  about your plans.  
For instance, if you plan to join the trip someplace other 
than the designated meeting place and time contact the 
leader and let him/her know what your plans are.  Just 
because the field trip is to an old familiar place, do not 
assume that you know where the leader plans to go and 
when.  Also, by notifying the leader, the group will not 
have to spend extra time waiting for you to show up at the 
starting point.  If you have to leave early, car pool with 
others who are leaving early and let the leader know when 
and who is leaving.   

When someone is talking to the whole group, please listen.  
There have been incidents recently where drivers missed 
turns because they did not listen completely to instructions. 

All too often, someone misses a bird or identification 
because they were not listening and the information has to 
be repeated. 

If you spot a bird that has not been identified, let others 
know.  It may turn out to be the trip bird.  Sometimes the 
larger groups splits into several smaller groups and not 
everyone sees or hears about the birds that others are 
seeing.  On the recent Chico Basin trip, two way radios 
proved to be useful in car-to-car communication and also on 
the ground.  We scattered around the banding station and 
someone would radio, “I have the Chestnut-sided Warbler.” 
 We would yell back “Where are you?” and in many cases 
almost everyone got on the bird.   Without the radios,  many 
would have missed some of the birds.    If the group is 
birding by car, then the radios provide a means of 
communication without someone having to go from car to 
car.  In fact, if the people in the rear cars spot something 
they can radio others in front.  

Promptness:   

Try to be on time to the meeting place.  If everyone has to 
wait for others to show up then valuable birding time is lost. 
  We have not thought of a way to leave information for 
those late to a field trip.  Some have thought of leaving a 
sign with the information at the group meeting place.   

Sound:   

Part of birding involves identifying birds by the sounds that 
they make – not only calls and song, but wing noise such as 
the sound of a male Broad-tailed Hummingbird flying or 
Wilson’s Snipe winnowing.  But in order to hear these 
sounds it would help if those on a field trip would keep their 
conversations as quiet as possible.  People like to catch up 
with news but if voices are loud they can drown out bird 
sounds. 

From The Editor  
We miss having a contribution from Ted Floyd's and a "Letter from 
the Prez" from Jim Eide in this issue.  Hope all birders have had a 
great summer of birding, and now look forward to Fall migration 
and of course the December Bird Count.   

Thanks much for the great trip led by Bill Kaempfer and John 
Vanderpool to various great Eastern Colorado locations.  Great 
views of the Yellow Crowned Night Heron pointed out by Bill.  I 
really appreciated all the expert advice on the various Sandpipers, 
although I have a very long way to go on identification! 

Good birding to all, and hope to see you at the Christmas Party. 

Pat

BBC OFFICERS 
President Jim Eide 303-443-6236 darjim2@comcast.net 
Vice Pres. Chuck Lowrie 303-455-8417  
Treasurer Elease Miller 303-530-4376 eleasem@comcast.net 
Roadrunners Claire Delaney   
Field Trips Lonny Frye 303-931-9131 lonny_frye@yahoo.edu 
Sightings -pending-   
Newsletter Pat Heller 303-604-1163 pat_heller@msn.com 
Membership Janet Chu 303-494-1108  chuhouse@hotmail.com

Field Trip Etiquette, cont’d. 

Car Pool:   

Many of the Boulder Bird Club field trips begin at a place different 
than the birding destination.  Sometimes parking is limited at the 
destination so carpooling makes a lot of sense.  Share the driving 
load.  Unless someone volunteers to drive every time others should 
take their turn and do the driving once in a while.  Remember to pay 
the driver. 

When birding by car, please maintain a safe distance from the car in 
front, but not so much distance that the participants in your car and 
the cars behind miss birds.   

- Joyce Takamine

New BBC Scope! 
For those who have not gone on one of our birdwalks lately, it may 
be a surprise to know that the BBC has a fine new scope. Our old 
scope has been retired and the club has purchased a 77 mm Kowa 
Prominar(TSN-773) which is not only a collosal improvement over 
what we had, but an improvement over most of the scopes out there. 
We have been enjoying the bright clear image from 20X all the way 
up to 60X. Should be wonderful for examining wintering ducks, so 
come out to our walks and check it out. A special thanks to Gary 
Baxley for his research to find not only the best scope, but the best 
deal for the birdclub.  

While I am on the subject of thanking our members, I want to send 
thanks out to all the great leaders who have been showing us the 
birds this year. See next issue for names and particulars! 

Lonny Frye
Field Trip Coordinator
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This quarter’s calendar was produced by Joe Krieg.  
  
OCTOBER 
Sunday, October 4, 2009 
First Sunday Birding 
9 a.m. to Noon 
Bird the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds Complex. 
Everyone is welcome. Free. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 
Leader: Diane Carter 303-427-3371 
 
Sunday, October 18, 2009 
Fall Migrants at Doudy Draw 
9 a.m. to Noon 
Explore Doudy Draw for fall migrants. If  time permits 
checkout south end of the Mesa Trail parking lot area.  
Meet at the Doudy Draw parking lot. 
Leader: Joe Krieg 303-651-0565 
 
NOVEMBER 
Sunday, November 1, 2009 
First Sunday Birding 
9 a.m. to Noon 
Bird the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds Complex. 
Everyone is welcome. Free. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 
Leader: Jim Eide  303-443-6236 
 
Saturday, November 7, 2009 
Circle of Lakes 
9 a.m. to about 1p.m. 
Visit some of the special places of Boulder County north 
and east of Boulder. See waterfowl and raptors. Bring 
binoculars, scopes and radios  if you have them. Dress 
for the weather.Car pool from meeting place: Walden 
Ponds parking lot. $3.00  Leader: Dick Pratt 303-651-
6860 
 
DECEMBER 
Sunday, December 6, 2009 
First Sunday Birding 
9 a.m. to Noon 
Bird the Walden Ponds/ Sawhill Ponds Complex 
Everyone is welcome; Free.  Dress for the weather! Meet 
at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. 
Leader: Lonnie Frye 303-931-9131 
 
Saturday, December 12, 2009 
Boulder Bird Club Holiday Party 
5 p.m. till ????? 
At the home of  Vivienne and Lonny Frye, 1644 Pine St, 
Boulder; 303-931-9131. Everyone is invited; bring 
family, significant others and your favorite finger food. 
The Club will supply beverages.  Swap birding stories of 
the year and get pumped up for the Christmas Bird 
Count on the 20th! 
 
Sunday, December 20, 2009 
Christmas Bird Count 
Dawn to Sunset (You can participate for a portion 
thereof) 
Take part in one of the oldest Counts in the nation. Join 
one of the teams of 2 to 5 birders to count all or part of 
the day or at your backyard feeder. Birders of all 
experience levels are welcome; the more pair of eyes the 
better. 

Count Coordinator Bill Schmoker at 303-702-9589 or 
bill@schmoker.orgREMINDER! October through December 

First Sunday Birding is 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  
 The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities and 

ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 
accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!  

Field Trip Coordinator: Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). Contact 
trip leaders for information on their trips. Our weather is 
unpredictable. For questions about details or whether the trip 
will take place, contact the trip leader. 

Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: Everyone
who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-up sheet before 
being allowed on the trip. By signing the sheet and/or 
participating in the trip, each person declares that he/she is solely 
responsible for his/her safety, and in no way will hold the Club, 
trip leader, or any participating person responsible for his/her 
safety. Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee up front 
to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of trips we often 
forget. Have the exact amount and don't wait for driver to ask 
you for it. JUST DO IT. 

BBC Scope/Radios: The BBC scope and two-way radios are 
available for leaders on all trips. Call Jim Eide (303-443-6236). 

Bird Costa Rica 
Feb. 23-March 8, 2010 

Led by Bill Turner 

       View the spectacular resplendent quetzal in the secluded 
Savegre Valley cloud forest.  Visit the renowned La Selva 
Biological Station where 400 bird species have been recorded.  
Enjoy exploring the trails and watching the teeming bird feeders 
at Rancho Naturalista, one of the best birding lodges in Central 
America, and marvel at scarlet macaws in the lowland rainforest 
at Carara.  Jabirus, ducks, shorebirds, motmots, trogons, and 
much more await in the Tempisque River wetlands. 

      Noted Costa Rican birder/naturalist, Max Vindas, will guide 
the group throughout the tour.  We'll be visiting many diverse 
habitats on this grand birding circuit of lovely, biologically 
diverse Costa Rica.  The price of $3795 per person double 
occupancy includes all meals, accommodations, guiding, park 
fees, and transportation in a comfortable, private coach with 
large viewing windows.  The current roundtrip airfare 
Denver/San Jose, Costa Rica is currently a rockbottom $387.42, 
subject to change until ticketed.  Maximum group size is l6.  For 
more information, contact Bill Turner at (303) 795-5128 or e-
mail toursbyturner@aol.com. 

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE: This newsletter is published four 
times a year.  Deadline for the October, Nov., Dec. issue is 
December 15, 2009. Send your contributions to Pat Heller, 2155 
Dogwood Circle, Louisville, Co. 80027, 303-604-1163 (leave 
message), or pat_heller@msn.com. 

ADDRESS/PHONE NUMBER CHANGES: Please send all 
address and phone number changes (or problems with your 
subscription, etc.) to Janet Chu, 964 Ravenwood Rd., Boulder, 
CO 80303, phone 303-494-1108, or e-mail 
chuhouse@hotmail.com 

NEW MEMBERS – Please Welcome! 

Cushman Bobby Boulder CO  
Labio Catherine Boulder CO 
Myers John Boulder CO 
Munday Michael Ward CO 
Pieratt Mary Boulder CO 
Robins Lawrence Lafayette CO 
Winseck Kevin, Kristi, Mike Boulder CO 

 

mailto:bill@schmoker.org

