
  

 

 

President’s Letter 
 

This will be my last BBC President ‘s Letter.  Rolf Hertenstein will be taking over as President in 
the New Year of 2023.  We’ll also have some other new people stepping into leadership 
positions at the Club.  New people taking over demonstrates the continuing vitality of the Club 
and is a great thing for the future of the organization.  

Special highlights of my past two years as President include our 75th Anniversary celebration, 
breaking the Club record for most species seen in a year (thanks to Jane’s field trip leadership), 
and our rebound from Covid.  We’ve started going out for coffee again following our Wednesday 
morning trips, but we’re still mostly driving to trips individually.  I’d like to see us get back to the 
level of carpooling we were doing before Covid.  Talking with other Club members in the car 
while we drove to and from field trips was always one of my favorite things about the Club. 

I’m looking forward to the Winter birding season, one of the most interesting times to bird in the 
Boulder area.  With Arctic temperatures coming in around Christmas, most of our reservoirs will 
probably freeze up, limiting our exotic waterfowl and gulls.  But maybe the Arctic fronts will bring 
some Redpolls, Bohemian Waxwings, and Northern Shrikes with them, or even a Snow Bunting. 

On another note, how many species do you 
think the club will see in 2023?  Jane is 
planning our field trips again this year, and she 
has some great trips in mind.  Will we be able 
to meet or exceed last year’s record count of 
220 species?  Or will we see a number closer 
to our average of the 5 years before that, 
176?  Send your guesses for the number of 
species the Club will see in 2023 to me at 
rjpautsch@gmail.com, and you may be the 
lucky member to display the beautiful Species 
Seer Award trophy on your mantle in 2024.  

Dick/R.J. Pautsch 
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Boulder’s 81st Annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count  

This year’s Christmas count was held on Sunday, December 18.  Initial reports place the 
number of species seen in the 15-mile diameter Boulder count circle in the high 90’s.  We’ve 
missed seeing a number of waterfowl species in the last few years due to the closing of the 
Valmont Power Plant, which formerly used Valmont Reservoir for discharge of its cooling water, 
and thus provided a large expanse of open water when other area reservoirs were frozen. 

Notable birds this year were Pinyon Jays, Hermit Thrush, Barn, Screech, and Long-eared Owls, 
Snow and White-fronted Geese, Winter Wren, and Swamp Sparrow.  The group I led on the Hill 
(including several fellow BBC members), saw a lot of birds this year.  Our only misses were 
Pine Siskin, which seems to be wintering someplace other than the Boulder-Denver area this 
year, and Hairy Woodpecker.  Although there are concerns about the impact of Avian Flu on our 
bird populations (it seems to be hitting geese, and perhaps the birds of prey that feed on dead 
geese), the only bird whose numbers were down in our area from most years was Rock Dove. 

Dick/R.J. Pautsch 

Annual Species Seer Award 
 
This year’s Species Seer award goes to one of our newer members, Linda Manchester, who 
had the closest guess of 217 species (the next closest guess was 201). We logged a total of 
220 species this year, which could be a record high. Special side trips to Lewellen, Nebraska, 
Chico Basin Ranch in Colorado Springs and Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge in 
New Mexico helped us achieve this number. 
 
Congratulations, Linda, and we look forward to birding with you soon! 
 
If you'd like to compete for next year's award, email your guess for the number of species to 
be recorded in 2023 to Dick Pautsch at rjpautsch@gmail.com 
 

 

Welcome new BBC members! 
 

Pete Connors 
Cynthia Kosso  
Bert Furey 
Joni Perry  
Beth Sebian  
Alison Sheets 

 

 
  

Caribou Ranch, 9/28/22,  

© Jane Baryames 
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Officers 
 

President 
Rolf Hertenstein 720-526-8217 

rfherten@gmail.com 
  

Vice President 
Lonny Frye 303-931-9131 

lonnyfrye@gmail.com 
  

Treasurer 
Sharon Norfleet 720-273-5689 

maeedw3017@gmail.com 
  

Secretary 
Janice Rogers 207-522-8044 

boborjanice@yahoo.com 
  

Field Trip Coordinator 
Jane Baryames 303-910-0293 

janeb1952@gmail.com 
  

Newsletter 
Cynthia Kosso 928-220-5397 

ckkosso@gmail.com 
  

Membership 
Kendal Lyon 720-672-1948 

(Leave Message) 
kgardens4@gmail.com 

 

Trip to Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge 
 
Jane Baryames 
 
On November 1st, seven members of the Boulder Bird Club drove to Socorro, NM for a birding 
trip. As it is about 550 miles from Boulder, it’s pretty much an all-day drive. Five of us stopped in 
Santa Fe on the way down for a delicious lunch at La Choza Restaurant. We had dinner a block 
away from our hotel, then went to bed early. 
 
The next day November 2nd, seven of us left the hotel at 6:30 am and drove to Bosque del 
Apache National Wildlife Refuge, which is 20 miles south of our hotel. We were there at sunrise, 
and although we didn’t get to see large flocks of geese or Sandhill Cranes take off from a pond, 
we did see many large flocks flyover. This time of year, most of the ponds have not been filled 
yet, so there wasn't a lot of water. We drove slowly around both the south and north loops, 
posting seven checklists at Bosque that day. All through the day we spotted Northern Harriers 
flying low over the fields. One of our best stops was at a spot called Flight Deck. We saw 1,000 
Northern Pintail ducks, 50 Sandhill Cranes and 200 Snow Geese. Kevin Rutherford spotted a 

BBC, Waneka Lake (11), 11/30/33,  

© Jane Baryames 
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Ross’s Goose among the Snow Geese, and also a Blue-morph Snow 

Goose. A Black Phoebe (see left, 11/2/22, ©Jane Baryames) posed 
briefly right on the railing where we were standing.  
 
We had a nice lunch at a picnic shelter at the Visitor’s Center. As we 
approached the picnic shelter, about a dozen Gambel’s Quail 
scampered about. After lunch, we walked around the Desert 

Arboretum and admired the various cacti. While strolling around, Anne Skok spotted a female 
Pyrrhuloxia. Among several common bird species, we saw several White-winged Doves and a 
Woodhouse’s Scrub Jay. 
 

We left the Visitor’s Center and drove about 9 miles west of Socorro 
to a rock canyon called The Box Recreation Area. We saw eight bird 
species including some Rock Wrens (see left, Rock Wren at The Box 

Recreation Area near Socorro, NM, 11/2/22, ©Jane Baryames), a 
pair of Common Ravens, a Say’s Phoebe, a Mountain Bluebird, a 
Northern Flicker, an American Robin and most exciting of all a 
Rufous-crowned Sparrow, which I believe was a life bird for most in 
our group. 

 
The third day, November 3rd, we drove about an hour south to 
the Elephant Butte Lake State Park. Unfortunately, there was 
no information at the small Visitor’s Center there about birding, 
and we had trouble finding our way around. We spent some 
time at the Main Marina and saw dozens of Western Grebes, 
and a couple Clark’s Grebes. It was extremely windy, but we 
decided to return to Bosque del Apache. We didn’t see many 
birds, but we observed a few species we hadn’t seen the day 
before, like Wood Ducks, a Lesser Scaup and some Wilson’s 
Snipe. There were so many tumbleweeds blowing across the 
roads. We drove north about 20 miles to the Sevilleta National 
Wildlife Refuge where they had just opened a very nice 
Visitor’s Center. It was still extremely windy, and we didn’t see 
many birds. 
 
We left Socorro first thing in the morning on November 4th and 
made the long drive home. We all agreed it was a wonderful 
trip and think it would be great to come back again someday. 
 

 

 

Field Trips 
 
Until mid-April when we will have designated field trip destinations planned, we will continue to 
meet on Wednesdays around 8:30 am for our Road-creeper bird walks. Jane will send an email 
out via BBC Google Groups on Tuesday mornings with the following day's location to meet and 
the time. If you’re not already on the BBC Google Groups mailing list, send an email to 
janeb1952@gmail.com to be added to the list. Your ideas for birding locations are always 

Anne Skok fighting a giant Tumbleweed on 
the road at Bosque del Apache, 11/3/22,  

© Jane Baryames 
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welcome! Let Jane know by Monday if there’s a certain place you’d like to visit the following 
Wednesday. 
 
If there’s time after birding, we’ll meet for coffee at Big Daddy Bagels in the Meadows Shopping 
Center, 4800 Baseline Road (the corner of Foothills Parkway and Baseline Road in Boulder).  
 
Here is the schedule for the next three First Sunday bird walks and some special Field Trips:  
 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 – 8:30 am 
 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN PONDS WILDLIFE HABITAT 
3893 N 75th St, Boulder  
Leader: Henry Stiles - (303) 776-6381  
 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if 
you have one and your water bottle. 
 
Wednesday January 4, 2023 – 8:00 am 
 
MOUNTAIN FEEDERS 
Leader: Rolf Hertenstein 720-526-8217 rfherten@gmail.com 
  
We’ll meet at The Greenbriar Restaurant parking lot (yes, we have their permission to park 
there) at the corner of N. Foothills Highway and Lefthand Canyon Drive at 8:00 am. We’ll stop at 
feeders in Ward and continue on to feeders in Allenspark. If you’re interested, the Rock Creek 
Tavern & Pizzeria opens at 11:00 am, they’ve moved to the former Fawn Brook Inn property. 
We could have lunch there. 
 
Saturday, January 28, 2023 – Noon until about 4:00 pm 
 
DUCKAPALOOZA 
Leader: Jane Baryames 303-910-0293  
 
Meet at noon at the East Boulder Community Center west lot for carpooling. We’ll drive to the 
Steele Street Park in Denver next to the S. Platte River at 78th & Steele St. Take US 36 (Boulder 
Turnpike) east and exit on Broadway. In a ¼ mile, turn left on CO 224/E. 70th Avenue. In 1 ½ 
miles, turn left on York Street. In ½ mile turn right on E. 78th Avenue. Continue a short distance 
to Steele Street and enter the parking lot. We’ll walk up to 2 miles on paved trail along the river 
(note: there are no restrooms along the trail). There’s a possibility of seeing 17 waterfowl 
species including Barrow’s Goldeneye. We will bird until about 3:30 pm.  
 
Sunday, February 5, 2023 – 8:30 am 
 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN PONDS WILDLIFE HABITAT 
3893 N 75th St, Boulder  
Leader: Iris Sherman (303) 817-9838 
 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if 
you have one and your water bottle.  
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Sunday, March 5, 2023 – 8:30 am 
 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN PONDS WILDLIFE HABITAT 
3893 N 75th St, Boulder  
Leader: Jane Baryames (303) 910-0293 
 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if 
you have one and your water bottle. 
 
Saturday, March 25, 2023 – 8:00 am 
 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN ARSENAL NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 
6550 Gateway Rd, Commerce City, CO 80022 
Leader: Carolyn Beach (303) 443-0129 
 
We’ll start at the Visitors Center and bird the lakes and trails on the Arsenal. Then we will drive 
the wildlife loop. Meet at East Boulder Community Center west lot a little before 8:00 am for 
carpooling from Boulder. Otherwise, meet at the Arsenal at 8:45 am. Scopes are helpful on this 
trip. Maybe we’ll stop for lunch somewhere on the way home. 
 

Note from the (new) Editor 
 

I am delighted to have joined the Boulder Bird Club and local birding community! You have all made 
me feel so welcome in my transition to Colorado this year. I got to meet many of you at the 
wonderful Christmas party at Lonny’s. It was great to see your faces out from under hats, coats, 
cameras, binoculars, and scopes! The food was amazing 
too. Thanks to Lonny for hosting! 
 
Members, it's that time of year again! Please renew your 
membership with the BBC by sending your 10.00 to the 
address on the form at the end of the newsletter. Note, that 
if you joined or renewed in the past 6 months (from July to 
December) you are in good standing. Please send me your 
photos and ideas for the newsletter to my email 
(ckkosso@gmail.com) or by text (928-220-5397). Happy 
New Year! 
 
Cynthia Kosso 

 
 

eBird Protocol (reminder) 
 
“Per eBird protocol, a bird organization should not the be primary observer on any checklist since they 
aren't a real person. BBC has been doing this for a while, but the error was brought to my attention mid-
November 2021. The appropriate protocol is to have someone enter the checklist using their personal 
account, then share the checklist with the BBC account. This is explained here: 
https://support.ebird.org/en/support/solutions/articles/ 48000795623-ebird-rules-and-best-
practices#Best-practicesfor-group-accounts-in-eBird  
 
We are making an effort to follow this protocol now and moving forward. Per, Christian Nunes, the local 
eBird reviewer, there's no easy way to retroactively fix all of BBC's checklists, so they will remain as they 
were entered. Thanks for keeping the above protocol in mind when posting the club bird lists in eBird.”

Northern Flicker, Walden Ponds, 10/8/22, ©Cynthia Kosso 
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More photos: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Sandhill Cranes 

Top: Bosque del Apache, 11/2/22, ©Jane Baryames 

Bottom: Lagerman Reservoir, 11/16/22, ©Joo Tan 
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Top: Blue Grosbeak, Teller Farms, 7/9/22, ©Alison Sheets 

Bottom: Northern Parula, CU Campus at Regent and Broadway, 11/14/22, ©Jane Baryames 
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Top: Blue Jay, Pella Crossing, 12/14/22 and the BBC, White Rock Trail, 12/7/22, ©Diana Egan 
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Boulder Bird Club 
 

Membership and Dues Form  

2023 
 

Member Name (s) ____________________________________    Date:  _______________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City________________________    ST____    Zip _____________         

 

E-mail    _____________________________    (We send newsletter by email & post on website.)     

Phone     ______________________________   New Member _____ or Renewal _____     
                                                                                      
 

 

  $ 10.00 Annual Dues enclosed:  $___________ (to Boulder Bird Club)    

Donation enclosed: $___________  

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Check our website for the quarterly newsletter and field trips:   
www.boulderbirdclub.org 
 
Please pass along to your friends: ALL inexperienced and experienced birders are 
welcome!  
 
Any questions? Call Kendal Lyon at 720-672-1948 (please leave a message)   
 
Email:  BoulderBirdClubCO@gmail.com 
          
                                                                                  

 
 

Please mail this form and dues to: 
 

Boulder Bird Club 
127 South Hoover Avenue 

Louisville, CO  80027 

http://www.boulderbirdclub.org/
mailto:BoulderBirdClubCO@gmail.com

	Welcome new BBC members!

