
President’s Letter 

How many species of birds will we see on Club trips this 
year? Last year, we saw 188, one more than in the pre-
pandemic year of 2019. We broke the 200 mark in 2018 
(202 to be exact). The club recorded over 200 species for 
several years in the 1990’s under Bill Kaempfer’s field 
trip leadership, going to a wider variety of locations to 
find target birds. The Club record, as best as I can 
determine, was 208 species in 1961. 

This year, we’ve already seen 203 species as of 
September 14th after we picked up a variety of 
shorebirds and two terns in the past few weeks. We’ve 
somehow missed Canyon Wren, Herring Gull, and Snow 
Goose, but we still have almost 3 months left in our 
birding year (which begins and ends with the Holiday 
Party). A flock of Sandhill Cranes might randomly fly 
overhead on almost any field trip this fall. And we have 
upcoming field trips to Chico Ranch and the Cheyenne 
Bottoms and Quivira National Wildlife Refuge in 
Kansas, providing excellent opportunities for a number 
of new species. This gives us an excellent chance of 
breaking the Club record in 2022! 

We’ll also have our annual trip to Caribou Ranch to look 
forward to on September 28th, when the high country 
Aspen trees should be changing color. And we can look 
forward to some productive, interesting, fun and social 
field trips as we transition into our Wednesday 
Roadcreeper schedule in October. 

On another note, Kendal Lyon has suggested that we 
move up the Club’s annual gifts to organizations which 
support birds and birding to Colorado Gives Day, which 
is December 6 this year. By doing so, the organizations 
to which we donate will have an opportunity to receive 
additional funds. Last year, the Club donated to a 
birdathon supporting CFO’s new Joe Roller Memorial 
Grant, to Cal-Wood Education Center, to the Bird 
Conservancy of the Rockies, and to the Cornell e-Bird 
system. If there are other organizations which support 
birds and birding that you think the Club should donate 
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to, please send the organization’s name and a description 
of what they do to me or any of the other Club officers. 

Looking forward to birding in cooler weather, with 
prettier ducks. And the Holiday Party! 

Dick/RJ Pautsch 

Welcome New Members 

Cheryl Ross 
Kris Jacque 
Kenneth Cutter 
Judy Jordan 
Diane Jones 

We will look forward to meeting you! 
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

To celebrate BBC’s 75th Anniversary the club met at the 
Walden Ponds Cottonwood Marsh Picnic pavilion 
following 1st Sunday Birding on August 7. The club 
provided a delicious picnic with entrees , salads, 
beverages and a celebratory cake. After the club 
President presented a fantastic review of the club’s 75 
years he held an impromptu Trivia Quiz with the winner 
receiving a door prize. Member, Greg Miller, generously 
donated the Second Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas as the 
prize. After a tie-breaker question Teresa Gehring 
received the book. Many thanks to Greg for the 
donation. Also, many thanks to Dick for for his 
presentation and to Jane Baryames and Nancy Morrison 
for their hard work of arranging all of the food and set 
up. For those who were unable to attend the celebration 
Dick’s presentation is included in this newsletter. 
And thanks to Bill Kaempfer via email for his interesting 
comments regarding his contribution to earlier years of 
club. 

Thanks to those who submitted photos for this issue. As 
always there are some great ones of beautiful birds, 
scenery and members. 

Keep your photos from our Fall (October-November-
December) bird walks for consideration in our next 
Winter issue. NOTE: Photos must be less than 1 MB file 
size. Please send them to me by email (not via a link to 
your online photo album). 

Happy Birding! 
Sharon Norfleet 

BBC Holiday Party

Sunday, December 4, at 5 PM at the home of Lonny 
Frye, 1644 Pine Street in downtown Boulder. We 
will provide beverages and some delicious delicacies to 
accompany any dish you bring along to pass. Meet up 
with old members, greet new members and talk about 
the great birding moments of the past year. Park in the 
neighborhood or in the parking lot 1/2 block north on 
17th. All are welcome.

Note: Due to limited parking at Walden Ponds, 
especially when the weather is nice, the club encourages 
carpooling as much as possible. 

Fall 2022 Field Trips Schedule 
Jane Baryames, Field Trip Coordinator 

From now until mid-April, the Boulder Bird Club 
Wednesday field trips will start at the later time of 8:30 
am as we move into our Roadcreepers schedule. During 
this time of year, you will receive an email either 
Monday or Tuesday morning via Google Groups 
notifying you of the upcoming Wednesday destination. If 
you have a particular local hotspot in mind for that 
week’s Wednesday bird walk, please let me know by 
early Monday morning, I welcome your suggestions. 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT 
8:30 am to around 11:00 am 
Leader: Teresa Gehring (720) 404-9484 
tlgehr@hotmail.com 
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay Road. 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather 
conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you have 
one and your water bottle. 

November 1-4, 2022 
FIELD TRIP TO QUIVIRA NATIONAL WILDLIFE 
REFUGE AND CHEYENNE BOTTOMS 
We have planned a special field trip to Kansas, primarily 
with the hopes of seeing migrating Whooping Cranes. 
We should see plenty of Greater White-fronted Geese 
and Sandhill Cranes. We’ll also look for LeConte's 
Sparrows, Harris's Sparrows and Sprague's Pipits. We 
have booked a block of rooms at the nearby Best 
Western Angus Inn in Great Bend, KS. This trip is 
currently full, however I am keeping a waiting list if 
you’re interested. 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT 
8:30 am to around 11:00 am 
Leader: Janice Rogers (207) 522-8044 
boborjanice@yahoo.com 
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay Road. 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather 
conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you have 
one and your water bottle. 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT 
8:30 am to around 11:00 am 
Leader: Valerie Crecco (303) 886-4898 
valerie.crecco@comcast.net 
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay Road. 
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather 
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conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you have 
one and your water bottle. 

75th Anniversary Trivia Questions 

These were intentionally difficult by Dick so that the 
quiz wouldn't result in too many ties…(and for those 
who carefully listened). 

1. Name the Colorado Breeding Bird Atlas USGS 
Quadrants that the club worked on. 

Answers: 
Pinewood Lake 
Gold Hill/Sugarloaf 
The area east of Rocky Flats 

2. What year did the work for the first Atlas begin? 
Answer: 
Either 1986 or 1987 (Planning in 1986, census work 
began 1987) 

3. How many breeding birds did the Club record on its 
first tract? 
Answer: 
40 

4. Tie breaker: How many members does the Club have? 
Answer: 
216 

Comments from an important former member 
Bill Kaempfer 

My first ever field trip was a BBC outing more than 40 
years ago to Baseline Reservoir, November 1981. Marge 
Foland and Elizabeth Mekkelson were the leaders and I 
remember being amazed at seeing my first Common 
Merganser and Western Meadowlark. 

My first BBC Summer Picnic a few years later, was at 
Julie Hammerstrom's at the very top of Flagstaff Drive. I 
had my life Wild Turkey and Calliope Hummingbird--
those must be Boulder's biggest and smallest birds! 

I copied the First Sunday Walks from Pomona Valley 
Audubon in California. They had a standing trip every 
first Sunday of the year at the same place. I told Suzi 
Plooster, "We can do that at Walden.” Now, 30 years 
later....That was also the time we started the mid-week 
informal trips. Not sure how I managed all of those 
when I was still working 

The History of the Boulder Bird Club 

1947-2022 

by Dick Pautsch 

Although there were at least 4 Women’s Garden Clubs in 
Boulder in 1947, and some of them were also interested 
in birds, there was no organization dedicated to birds and 
birding in Boulder. Boulder Audubon wasn’t founded 
until 1971. A meeting was held at Florence Lennon’s 
house in January, 1947 to discuss establishing a Bird 
Club in Boulder. Among the attendees were several CU 
Biology Graduate Students, including Louise Herring, 
who were very interested in birds but who had no cars to 
get to birding spots. The Boulder Bird Club was 
formally established at a meeting in February 1947 with 
29 founding members, and the following officers: 

Erik Bonde, President;  
Venola Bivans, VP; 
Sheila Counce, Secretary, and Robert Wood, Treasurer 
(replaced in May by Bonnie Gillette as Secretary-
Treasurer; 
Ruth Robinson, Publicity; 
Jeff Swineboard, Program Director (he resigned a month 
later, and was replaced by Carl Olson); 
Dick Fitzhugh, Club Artist 

Dues were set at $1/quarter, although it appears they 
were only collected twice in 1947. Members who paid 
their $1 dues at the first meeting on Feb. 3, 1947 were: 

Mrs. Bivans 
Charles (Foy?) 
Jeff Swineboard 
Michael Clark 
Charles Livingston 
Edmund Dickey 
Pat Bronson 
Mr. and Mrs. Neville 
Erik Bonde 
Mrs. Lennon (Florence) 
Marian Isaacs 
Jean Cross 
Taka Kutsuma 
Virginia Yeater 
Marguerite Walters 
Dick Fitzhugh 
Sheila Counce 
Robert Wood 



10 additional people paid their dues later that month: 
Ruth Robinson 
Maud Reed 
Adelaide Morris 
Gerald Wickmann 
Louise Herring 
Rae Kelley 
Mrs. Binkley 
H.B. Allsebrook 
Carl Olson 
Joanne Wright 

And 4 more paid later in 1947: 
Ruth Ann Wolf 
Mrs. O.L.Devers  
Gerald Wickmann 
Bonnie Gillette 

A meeting of the officers was held a week later, and a 
second Club meeting was held the following week. A 
field trip to Valmont Reservoir was scheduled for 
Saturday, Feb 22. The Club rented a Burlington Trail-
ways Bus (for $28.18!) for a trip to the Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science in late March. It was decided that 
the Club should have membership cards, and members 
were invited to submit designs. Additional meetings 
were held on March 3, with 12 members in attendance, 
on March 17, and April 8. The first meetings were held 
on Thursday nights at 7:15 in Room 304 of the Hale 
Building at CU, which was designated as the Club’s 
permanent meeting place. The “permanent” Hale 
meeting place was soon changed to Central School. 

The Club planned to hold monthly meetings with a 
program. In the days before television, the only way to 
see nature shows was by renting films and projecting 
them, and Club meetings frequently featured films. 
Other meeting topics included talks about different bird 
groups, the building of bird shelters and feeding places, 
and bird banding. Members reported on the birds they’d 
seen during the last month, and a local bird list with 
birds designated as Definite, Probable, and Possible was 
compiled. CU professors were often the speakers. The 
Club discussed the idea of showing slides of birds in the 
Bandshell downtown to recruit more members. 

Field trips were held on May 3 and 4, beginning at Hale 
at 5:30 a.m. A late June field trip began even earlier, with 
members meeting in front of Hale at 5 a.m. A number of 
members owned mountain cabins, which were popular 
field trip destinations. The Club sometimes joined the 
Colorado Bird Club (predecessor to CFO) on their field 

trips, and the Club joined the Denver group of the 
Colorado Mountain Club on a trip. Dues were 
discontinued for the summer. 

A Club Constitution was drawn up in 1948. It stated that 
the objective of the Club was “the study and 
conservation of wild life, particularly birds”. The 
activities of the Club were defined as “furnishing 
information through the press, radio, and local clubs 
such as the garden clubs, scout or campfire groups, 
hospitals, schools, colleges, and libraries; furnishing 
speakers for various organizations, organizing and 
directing field trips, and encouraging the building of 
feeding stations and bird houses” plus “any other activity 
pertinent to the conservation of birds.” Officers were 
president, vice president, secretary-treasurer-publicity 
director, and field trip director. Venola Bivans was 
elected as President, and served again in 1949. Carl 
Olson was directed to put an ad in the Daily Camera 
with the objective of obtaining 200 new members, “each 
of whom would pay $2.00.” 

A number of members journeyed to Denver to hear 
Roger Tory Peterson speak on “The Riddle of 
Migration.”. The Club debated becoming part of the 
Audubon Society, and grade school principals were 
contacted with the idea of establishing a Junior Audubon 
Society for grade school students. It was decided that the 
Club would not be officially connected with CU, but that 
“University Students were welcome to attend.” But few 
new students joined the Club after the  original students 
graduated. 

The Club decided to conduct a bird house contest, but it 
was then postponed until 1949, when bird house 
materials were distributed to Scout Masters and schools. 
Meetings were moved to 7:30 on the first Thursday of 
each month. Roll calls were held, with members 
answering by telling something new they’d learned 
about birds. Four films were rented to show at meetings 
for $10.89. Bird Cards and note paper were purchased 
from Audubon and sold to raise money. The balance in 
the treasury was usually around $25. 

The Club saw127 species in 1948, including some with 
interesting names: (see list) 

Long-crested Jay 
Long-tailed Chickadee 
Cassin’s Purple Finch 
Baldpate 
Bronzed Grackle 
Arkansas Goldfinch 



Olive-backed Thrush 
Natalie Sapsucker 
Rocky Mountain Grosbeak 
Pileated Warbler 
And five species of Juncos: 
 Pink-sided Junco 
 Shufeldt’s Junco 
 White-winged Junco 
 Slate-colored Junco 
 Gray-headed Junco 

Some new names were added in 1949: 
Brewster’s Egret 
Alpine Three-toed Woodpecker 
Desert Horned Lark 
Rocky Mountain Jay 
Black-eared Nuthatch 
Rocky Mountain Creeper 
Audubon’s Hermit Thrush 
Willow Thrush 
White-rumped Shrike 

Meetings were moved to 3:00 on Sunday afternoons in 
1949, and were usually held in the homes of members. A 
joint field trip to Valmont Lake was held with the 
Colorado Bird Club. 

The Club’s membership fell to only 11 in 1950, and the 
treasury fell to $12.10. Although officers were elected in 
January (Mr. Allesebrook was President, and Venola 
Bivans was appointed as the Club’s first Field Trip 
Chairman, there are no minutes in the archives after 
February, 1950, and no club records or archives from 
1951-1955, other than a note saying that a carload of 
members drove to the Bear River Refuge in Utah in 
1952. 

The Boulder Garden Club put together a list of 100 
species of local birds in 1955. The Club appears to have 
revived in 1956, with 8 people meeting at the Allsebrook 
home in January, where Venola Bivans became President 
again and Mr. Allesebrook was the Field Trip Chairman. 
Dues were reduced to 50 cents/year. There were now 22 
members, with 8 people attending the January meeting. 
Monthly meetings were held most months on Sunday 
afternoons, usually in Room 214 of the Henderson 
Museum at CU. 

The Club carpooled on field trips, and participants were 
directed to reimburse the driver a stated amount before 
they left the parking lot. For a field trip to the mountains, 
Barr Lake, or Latham Reservoir, it was 75 cents; other 
trips were 50 cents. 

Mrs. Bivins wrote that “May is our most thrilling 
month.”The club went “on vacation” during the slow 
birding months of July and August. Winter field trips 
were held in December and January. The Club saw 
several Yellow-billed Cuckoos in Boulder, which appear 
to have been more common then, as were Ring-necked 
Pheasants. The American Ornithological Union held its 
convention in Denver and Boulder that year. 

Venola Bivins wrote and sent out a Monthly News 
Bulletin to members from 1956-1958. The Bulletins 
were produced by typing each one 4 times using 
multiple pieces of carbon paper. A plea went out from 
Mrs. Bivins: “Does anyone have access to a hectograph? 
These reports take a lot of typing.” Postage was 2 cents. 
A new technology was used to produce the Bulletins in 
1957—the mimeograph. 

Baller Lake and Latham Reservoir were popular field 
trip spots. A flock of over 100 Bohemian Waxwings was 
reported in Boulder. 12 pheasants were seen on a 
January trip, along with 2 Lewis Woodpeckers and a 
Goshawk. A Gyrfalcon , a Duck Hawk, and a Saw-whet 
Owl were in the area. Evening Grosbeaks seemed to be 
more common, with a flock of 75-100 seen in late 
October at Sunset Hill. 

Venola Bivans continued as President in 1957. Dues 
were raised to 75 cents a year. Mrs. Richardson became 
President in 1958. Yellow-billed Cuckoos were “more 
plentiful than usual” that summer, and a pair of Golden 
Eagles was said to be looking at nesting sites at the 
White Rocks cliffs. 

An article titled “Tragedies of the Farm” reported that 
“Mr. Sullivan mowed into two nests of Blue-winged 
Teal, killing one mother bird. Eight young ducks were 
hatched from the salvaged eggs.” Seven Pheasant nests 
were mowed over, 2 hens being killed. Of the 28 eggs 
brought in to the incubator only 9 grew up to be released 
and two of these were caught by the mower.” The 
interesting monthly Bulletins, containing lots of news 
about local birds, were discontinued after the August 
1958 issue. Bertha Allsebrook became President in 1959, 
followed by Marjorie Brown in 1960. 

The annual bird lists in the Club archives stopped in 
April, 1950. After the list resumed in October, 1961, the 
Club recorded 208 species in the next 12 months. 

Various Club members began writing a “Bird of the 
Month” article for the Daily Camera in June 1962, and 
the articles continued until at least May 1965. Grace 
Wiegman wrote the first one, but most of the articles 



were written by Louise Herring. Henry Allsebrook had 
an article on his hummingbird observations at his cabin 
in Estes Park published in Audubon. 

Robbie Wright was President for the 1962-63 term, and 
the Club began meeting at the library. 101 species were 
seen on the May 19 Annual Count. The Club participated 
in a Charity Bazaar at the Crossroads Shopping Center 
to raise money in 1963. The $66.33 they raised was used 
to buy a Balscope and a tripod (the scope was paid off a 
few months later “with receipt of $10 in Dues and $4 
from a Food Sale”). The Club joined with the 4 Women’s 
Garden Clubs to successfully petition the city to declare 
Boulder a Bird Sanctuary. It participated in the Charity 
Bazaar again in 1964, raising $87.76. The Club also sold 
two oil paintings painted by a member for $60, from 
which $50 was donated to the Enchanted Mesa Fund, 
and $10 to the Boulder City Library. 

Grace Wiegman served as President in 1964 and 1965, 
but the nominating committee was “unable to find 
anyone who could accept the presidency for 1965-66. 
Responsibility for the Club was taken on by the Board of 
Directors. In 1965, the Club had 53 members, 40 of 
whom were women. All but one of the members lived in 
Boulder. 

In lieu of a newsletter, 2 field trips calendars were sent 
out each year. A list of Common Birds of Boulder and 
Vicinity was published. 9 field trips were held in May, 
including the annual Spring Count Day on May 22, and 
4 were held in June. The biggest expenditure seemed to 
be for the purchase of checklists. 

Canada Goose was the Bird of the Month in January. In 
her article, Louise Herring wrote that: 

On January 15, several hundred Canada Geese were 
observed at Valmont Reservoir by members of the 
Boulder Bird Club. The warm waters of this lake make 
an excellent goose preserve; no hunting is allowed, and 
food is put out. A flock of young goslings was planted on 
Valmont during the summer of 1964, and it is hoped that 
they will remain here the year round and make use of the 
nesting platforms that have been constructed. This is 
part of the Colorado Fish and Game Dept’s project that 
extends from several lakes in the Fort Collins area.  
4000 Geese winter near Fort Collins. 

Eleanor MacDonald volunteered to serve as President in 
1966, and the Boulder Bird Club sponsored the 4th CFO 
Convention on May 21-22. 117 people attended. Single 
rooms at the Boulderado were $4, doubles $6. At the 
upscale Harvest House, singles were $9.50, doubles 

$12.50. Louise Herring led a field trip to her 13 year 
study plot on Enchanted Mesa. 

There was an annual picnic at Hawicomac Ranch near 
Kossler’s Lake, and annual field trips to the Berthoud 
area to find Blue Grosbeaks and to Brainard Lake.  
August was designated as the Club’s “Month of Rest.” 

Helen Booth served as President in 1967. 153 species 
were seen on the May 13 spring count, including 12 
species of warblers, four species of owls, over 350 
Evening Grosbeaks, 6 Chukars and 4 Pheasants. Only 9 
Canada Geese were seen. $5 was donated to Colorado 
Open Space, and $10 to The Nature Conservancy for 
“Galena MT”. 

Members were reminded that “Those persons riding with 
other members should always pay the driver. Ask your 
trip leader how much to pay on each trip.”  They were 
also advised to “Phone your field trip chairman, Louise 
Herring, if you have any questions about the trips. 
Louise is always home on Friday evenings.” Robbie 
Wright was President for the 1968-69 term, and 
membership was up to 61 members. There was one field 
trip each month. 

142 species were seen on the annual Spring Count in 
1970, including 14 species of warblers (something we’ve 
never come close to matching). The Canada Goose count 
was now up to 150. Robbie Elliott served as President. 
$50 was given to Jan Chu to be used to aid students 
wishing to attend the Colorado Ecological Society 
Leadership Camp, and $50 went to Kate Thompson to 
aid students in attending summer classes at the Boulder 
Natural Science School. $25 was donated to the National 
Audubon Society, and $10 went to the YWCA for 
“Pollution Booklet”.  An additional $50 went to Jan Chu 
in 1971 for a student to attend to Colorado Academy of 
Science, and in 1975 for a student “Spring Bio-
environmental Field Trip”. The Club made donations to 
public school teachers to facilitate teaching nature study 
for a number of years. 

The Club held an annual trip to Barr Lake until it was 
closed to visitors (untreated sewage from Denver flowed 
into Barr Lake for 70 years until the flood of 1965 
washed it clean and legislation banned the Denver 
discharge.) The State got a lease in 1975, and opened it 
to the public in 1977. 

Boulder Audubon was founded in 1971. New people 
moving to Boulder who were interested in birding 
tended to join nationally-known Audubon rather than the 
local Boulder Bird Club. 



Eleanor MacDonald served as President for the 1971-72 
term. The Club put on the banquet for the 1972 CFO 
convention in Boulder, spending $412 and taking in 
$649. Flowers were purchased for members funerals, 
along with a wedding gift for a member. The Club also 
paid for picnic and Christmas party supplies. 

Frances Goff and Eva McGregor shared the office of 
President in 1973, then Eva took it on alone in 1974. The 
1974 field trip schedule said that “Art Wainwright will 
use his recording device to show us the birds on a June 
field trip up Chautauqua Gully to Enchanted Mesa. 
Don’t miss this trip.” Allen and Paula (Hansley) Crockett 
demonstrated bird-banding on a May 4 trip. The June 5th 
field trip was advertised as “Our Bird Club’s walk for 
newcomers and beginners in Chautauqua Gully. Fun! 
Won’t you come and help?” The Club paid the $2 fees 
for 28 members to participate in the Audubon Christmas 
Count. 

Honeywood Pinklington “Pilk” Carter, born in Florida in 
1914, served as President in 1975-76. There were 65 
members, 51 of whom were women. Art Wainwright was 
President in 1977-78. A second scope and tripod were 
purchased for $52.16 (probably used). Monthly 
programs continued, and were held at the Boulder 
library. $15 was donated to The Peregrine Fund (with 
additional donations in the following 4 years), and $25 
each to two school teachers. 

Louise Herring was President in 1979-80, and meetings 
were moved to the National Bureau of Standards. CFO 
held its annual convention in Boulder again in 1980. 
Elizabeth Mekkelsen served as President in 1981, with 
Louise Herring as Field Trip Leader in 1981 and 1982. 
The Club had 53  members. No field trips were held 
during the summer doldrums of July and August. 

Helen Wainwright was President from 1982 through 
1984. Bill Kaempfer joined the BBC in 1982. The Club 
organized a telephone Rare Bird Alert in 1983. Hope 
Leighton was President for the 1985-86 term. Louise 
Herring served as Field Trip Chairman for 8 years from 
1983-1990. For at least the years 1985 to 2005, the Club 
had a practice of donating a bird book to one of the 
libraries in honor of each member of the Club who 
passed away. The Club bought several paintings of birds, 
which may have been auctioned off. The Club donated to 
the DFO’s bird hotline, and paid for a DFO and a CFO 
membership. 

Hope Leighton was President in 1986, Elizabeth 
Mekkelsen in 1987, and Pilk Carter in 1988-89. Dues 

were raised to $4/year. The Club donated $25 to the 
initial Colorado Bird Atlas in 1987, and pledged equal 
donations for the next 5 years. Steve Jones led joint owl 
trips for the Club and Audubon in 1987 and in several 
subsequent years. The Dinosaur Ridge Hawk Watch 
began in 1989. 

Bill Kaempfer replaced Louise Herring as Field Trip 
Chairman in 1990, and led a field trip along the Valmont 
Lake dikes inside the power plant (a forerunner to 
Gullapalooza). Marj Swies was President from 
1990-1992. But the Club’s membership had fallen to 
only 31. 

Bill Kaempfer and Elizabeth Mekkelsen called a special 
meeting of the Club early in 1992 to discuss the 
declining membership situation. The Wainwrights and 
Suzi Plooster, who had joined the Club the previous 
March, also attended. The decision was made to 
continue the Club and to try and revitalize it. New 
officers were appointed, with the energetic Suzi Plooster 
becoming President. Lillian Gloria “Suzi” Plooster was 
active in many organizations, and played a major role in 
the future of the Club. Suzi’s husband Myron, a 
professor at CU, volunteered to serve as editor of a new 
quarterly Newsletter. The first issue of the newsletter 
was mailed out in the spring of 1992. “Stuffing parties” 
were held to fold and mail the newsletters. Bill 
organized the field trips. At Suzi’s suggestion, Louise 
Herring and Esther Campbell organized the Club’s 
archives in scrapbooks. The constitution and bylaws 
were updated the following year. 

Two other very significant creations came out of the 
1992 effort to revitalize the Club. Bill Kaempfer started 
the Club’s First Sunday tradition with a bird walk in 
March. Bill was familiar with the First Sunday Walks 
held by Pomona Valley Audubon in California, and 
suggested to Suzi that the BBC begin conducting First 
Sunday walks at Walden Ponds. Thus began a regular 
trip at 9 a.m. on the first Sunday of every month, at the 
same time and at the same place. As the walks were 
publicized, they began to bring new members into the 
Club. 

The second innovation was holding informal “Summer 
Midweek Birding” field trips on Wednesdays from May 
through August. For those who didn’t have to go to work 
(or, who could come in late), they could meet other 
members at a designated place during the warmer part of 
the year and decide where those present would like to go 
that morning. More field trips meant more participation 



in the Club. These trips began to be referred to as 
“Roadrunner” trips around 1993. 

Bill organized 52 field trips in 1993, on which 206 
species were seen. 50 pounds of sunflower seed were 
donated for use in the Golden West retirement home 
feeders. Doudy Draw, a new birding site for the Club, 
was threatened by a reservoir project. Dues were raised 
to $5.00. 30 people came to the Christmas party that 
December. The Club was thriving again! 

Membership grew to 90 people in 1994. 203 species 
were seen on the Club’s 56 field trips. Life Memberships 
were awarded to Louise Herring and Rhea Heniger. Jo 
and Ferd Dirckx took over field trip coordination in 
1995. Suzi continued as President. Another favorite 
birding spot, Sombrero Marsh, was threatened by a 
landowner who wanted to extend his property by filling 
in his portion of the marsh. The Christmas party grew in 
popularity, with almost 50 people attending. 

Membership was up to 145 at the beginning of 1996 
(and dues were up to $6). Field trips went to “the 
northern, eastern, and southern border areas of Colorado, 
from the plains up to 10,000 feet”, resulting in a record 
count of 213 species. The Club sent a letter protesting a 
proposal to put a paved bike trail across “Bobolink 
Meadows” at the Cherryvale open space site. Steve Frye 
from The Boulder Wild Bird Center began holding 
weekend walks. 

The Club celebrated its 50th Anniversary at Walden 
Ponds on August 2nd, 1997, with at least 35 members in 
attendance, including Janet Chu (who joined in1965) and 
Paula Hansley (who had joined in 1968 while a CU 
student). Paula and Janet would also attend the Club’s 
75th Anniversary celebration in 2022. A bench at Walden 
was dedicated to Louise Herring, an original 1947 
member. Louise spoke of “50 years of wonderful 
outdoor adventures with congenial persons who loved 
nature as much as I did…The Bird Club has been so 
fortunate to have an incomparable central location, 
surrounded by many different bird habitats, good in all 
seasons. On our walks we also learned to identify the 
colorful wild flowers in the various life zones, and 
observed the butterflies there. I took snapshots on most 
outings; I have many boxes full. There are memories of 
good friendships over the 50 years. So many of those 
birders have passed away, or moved out of Boulder 
County. However, with the present rejuvenation of the 
Boulder Bird Club, there will be plenty of exciting trips 
in the future and lots of new friendships.” 

Membership was now 201, up from 31 five years earlier. 
55 field trips were held (20 of which were Wednesday 
Roadrunner trips), and 207 species were spotted. 50 
pound bags of sunflower seed were given to two people 
feeding Rosy Finches in Ward, and bags of corn were 
given to two people who were feeding Wild Turkeys. 

Suzi Plooster served her 6th consecutive term as 
President in 1998. Helga and Jay Sproul took over as 
Field Trip Coordinators, followed in succeeding years by 
Carol Fredericks and Gary Matthews. The Club began 
keeping a list of all the birds seen on First Sunday trips. 
Pete Plage took over as President in 1999, and served for 
the next 6 years. The Club started a Lending Library.  
The Sombrero Marsh Environmental Center was funded. 
The Prebble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse was in the news, 
and Osprey nest poles were going up in Boulder County. 
The Summer Picnic started to be held at Julie 
Hammerstrom's home at the top of Flagstaff Drive 
around that time. Julie had joined in 1986. 

Marie Foland completed her 18th consecutive year as 
Treasurer in 2000, and was succeeded by Elease Miller, 
who would in turn serve for over 20 years. A winter field 
trip went to see Ray Davis’s feeders north of Lyons. Suzi 
Plooster began conducting beginning birdwatching 
classes for the City (residents $30, non $37). 

Suzi Plooster took over as Club Field Trip Coordinator 
in 2003, and held the role for 4 years. Eurasian Collared 
Doves (and the West Nile virus) began showing up about 
this time. A Boulder Bird Club bench was donated at 
Walden Ponds. The Club now had 280 members, , 
almost 10 times as many as 10 years earlier. 60 members 
attended the Christmas party. Life memberships were 
awarded to Elizabeth Mekkelsen, Ruth Bessemer, Esther 
Campbell, Hope Leighton, and Art & Helen Wainwright. 

Pete Plage served his 6th and final term as President in 
2004. Jim Eide would serve as President for the next 5 
years. BBC member Leif Saul created the Boulder Bird 
Club website. A major blizzard struck in 2006, and only 
15 people were able to make it to the Christmas Party at 
the Plooster home. 

Suzi Plooster turned over her Field Trip leader duties to 
Lonnie Frye in 2007. Lonnie would take care of field 
trips for the next 5 years. Ted Floyd begins Gullapalooza 
winter trips at the Valmont powerplant in 2007. 
Gullapalooza, a “celebration of all things Laridae”, ran 
form noon to sundown on the first Saturday in February. 
It grew to the point where it was described as “Probably 
the largest regularly scheduled bird walk in the country”. 



Ted ended it in 2014 after Xcel imposed restrictions on 
activities of the birding group such as requiring the 
entire group to begin at the same time and then stay 
together. 

Membership dues went up to $8/year in 2009. Ann 
Tagawa & Jim Guerin served as Co-presidents in 2010, 
followed by Chuck Lowrie in 2011. The keeping of BBC 
Scrapbooks came to an end. When the Roadrunner 
season ended in September, 2010, the Wednesday 
morning group morphed into a “Roadcreepers” group, 
which met at the East Boulder Rec Center parking lot 
and decided on a destination each Wednesday. The Club 
now had Wednesday outings every week of the year.  
The Club took a five day trip to birding sites in Kansas 
and Nebraska April, 2011 to look for Grouse, Prairie 
Chickens, and Sandhill Cranes. 

Annual field trips of the Club came to include outings to 
the Rosy Finch feeders at the Fawnbrook Inn in 
Allenspark and to nearby residents’ bird feeders, to see 
Barrow’s Goldeneye and other ducks in the unfrozen 
waters of the South Platte River below the Denver 
sewage plant, to the Wheat Ridge Greenbelt, Betasso 
Preserve, Meyer’s Gulch, Skunk Creek in the Boulder 
foothills, the St. Vrain Road near Lyons, Waneka Lake, 
Rocky Mountain National Park, Teller Farms and the 
White Rocks trail, the Davis home near Lyons for 
hummingbirds, Longmont’s Sandstone Ranch Park, to 
Brainard Lake, Rabbit Mountain, and to Caribou Ranch. 

Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet served as Co-
Presidents in 2012 and 2013, with Ruth McCorrison as 
Field Trip Coordinator. Janet Chu served her 12th year 
as Membership Director, and Pat Heller finished her 5th 
year as Newsletter Editor. Suzi Plooster, who had done 
so much for the Club, was awarded the Denver Field 
Ornithologists’ Life Achievement Award in 2011. Suzi 
died on a birding trip to Costa Rica on March 15, 2012. 

In 2013, Dick Pautsch, who had joined the Club years 
before he retired and moved to Boulder in 2012, became 
the Newsletter Editor, Nancy Ries Morrison became the 
Membership Director, and Lonnie Frye became Vice-
President (and Holiday Party holder). Joe Prentice began 
writing about birds in his “Get Out” column in the Daily 
Camera, and continued doing so for several years. The 
Club took a unique Yurt weekend trip to the Colorado 
State Forest State Park in June, 2013, and a trip to 
southeast Colorado featuring lodging in a ranch 
bunkhouse in May 2014. 

Long-time member Elizabeth Mekkelsen was still 
birding at the age of 100 in 2014. Tony Delaney began 
the first of three terms as President, and Carolyn Beach 

began two years of being Field Trip Coordinator. Dick 
Pautsch switched from Newsletter Editor to Field Trip 
Coordinator in 2016, organizing trips for the next 3 
years. Lars Buur took over as newsletter editor. 

Carolyn Beach served as President in 2017 and 2018. 
The first “Species Seer” trophy was jointly awarded to 
Claire Delany and Sharon Norfleet, who tied by each 
guessing that we’d see 177 birds during the year, the 
closest to our total of 170 species (they swapped 
possession of the trophy halfway through 2018). The 
trophy was Field Trip Coordinator Dick Pautsch’s 
inspiration, and was procured by Nancy Morrison. The 
Club took field trips to the Pawnee Grasslands and the 
Wyoming Hereford Ranch in 2018, allowing us to see 
over 200 species (202). 

Sharon Norfleet became President in 2019 and 2020, 
with her husband Gary Baxley serving as Field Trip 
Coordinator. Jane Baryames became newsletter editor. 
Nancy Morrison completed 7 years as membership 
coordinator. We saw187 species in 2019. 

The Club was hit with a major challenge in 2020 when 
Covid hit. Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley decided to 
cancel our April and May field trips while we struggled 
to figure out how we could safely go out birding together 
again. Our First Sunday event resumed in June, with 
attendance limited to 3 separate groups of 6 people, all 
wearing masks while birding. We started doing 
Wednesday Roadrunner trips again on June 10, with a 
limit of 6 people wearing masks, and without car-
pooling and post-field trip coffee at Big Daddy’s. We 
managed to find 135 species despite missing most of our 
spring birding schedule. The newsletter became e-mail 
only (the upside of this was that it now contained many 
more color photos taken by our photographer members).  
Dues were raised to a round $10. 

Dick Pautsch took over as President in 2021 and 2022, 
with Jane Baryames stepping up to become Field Trip 
Coordinator. We were able to hold our annual Christmas 
Party once again in December 2021, hosted, as usual, by 
Lonnie Frye at his house. The Club celebrated its 75th 
Anniversary at Walden Ponds on August 7, 2022, with a 
large group in attendance. Dick gave a presentation on 
the history of the Boulder Bird Club at the event, and we 
checked out the Walden benches donated by the Club 
over the years. We hope that some of us will be back at 
Walden Ponds in 2047 to celebrate the Club’s 100th 
Anniversary. 



Jan Chu, Jean Morgan, Gary Baxley, 75th Anniversary, 
Sharon Norfleet, 08/07/22 

BBC 75th Anniversary Picnic, Jane Baryames, 08/07/22 

75th Anniversary Picnic, Jane Baryames, 08/07/22 

Dick Pautsch Presentation, 75th Anniversary, Jane 
Baryames, 08/08/22 



Lesser Goldfinch, Jane Baryames, 08/17/22 

Swainson's Hawk, immature, Jane Baryames, 08/10/22 

Hummingbird nest on cliff wall, Old S. St. Vrain Road, 
Jane Baryames, 07/13/22 

Great Horned Owl, Jane Baryames, 07/13/ 

Blue Grosbeak, Jane Baryames, 08/17/22 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird, Jane Baryames, 07/06/22



Brainard Lake Birders, Jane Baryames, 06/29/22 

 
The Boulder Bird Club lost one of our members on 
November 17, 2021. (see the original announcement in 
the Jan-Feb-Mar 2022 newsletter). Her son, Burton, held 
a memorial for her at the Halfway House on Flagstaff 
Mountain on June 11, 2022. It was a lovely tribute to 
Joy. 

Steven Boemker and Iris Sherman-Boemker at Joy 
Farquhar Memorial, Nancy Morrison, 06/11/22 

Burton, Joy's son, at Joy's Memorial, Nancy Morrison, 
06/11/22 

 

Jean Morgan, Gary Baxley and Burton, Joy Farquhar 
Memorial, Nancy Morrison, 06/11/22


