
President’s Letter 

Summertime—and the birding gets quiet.  The ducks are 
gone, and we’ll need to head high.   

In July, we’ll head up to Heil Valley Ranch, bird the 
Long Canyon trail (featuring wildflowers and remnant 
populations of Birch trees from the Ice Age) and go 
farther afield to Staunton State Park. We’ll visit the 
Davis home near Lyons to look for post-breeding Rufous 
and Calliope Hummingbirds (and perhaps a Pinon 
Jay). We’ll go to Rabbit Mountain and Sandstone Ranch 
to look for some of our less common summer residents 
like Sage Thrasher, Blue Grosbeak, and Canyon and 
Rock Wrens. 

Then, in August, the shorebirds will start to return. They 
will challenge us now that they’re in post-breeding 
plumage, but seeing them will increase our club list 
(now over 170 for the year). 

In September, the land birds will migrate through on 
their way south. We’ll have our first club trip in over a 
decade to one of Colorado’s premier birding locations, 
Chico Basin Ranch. We’ll return to the banding station at 
Barr Lake to see migrants up close, then walk along the 
lake to look for Terns, Gulls, and more Shorebirds. We’ll 
end the month with our annual trip to Caribou Ranch as 
the Aspens begin to turn. 

The Boulder Bird Club will also hold a very historic 
event—a celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the 
founding of the Boulder Bird Club! It will be held at the 
picnic shelter at Walden Ponds following First Sunday 
birding on August 7. We should also celebrate the way 
our members have kept the club going through the 
pandemic, and all of those who have volunteered as club 
officers and field trip leaders through this challenging 
period. 

Dick/RJ Pautsch 
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

I think you will enjoy reading a couple of great birding 
trip reports in this issue and I was lucky to join in on one 
of them. Seeing some birds I’ve never seen before was a 
real treat! Thanks to two of our members for leading the 
multi-day trip for the club. 

Thank you to those who submitted photos for this issue. 
As always there are some great ones of beautiful birds, 
scenery and members. 

Keep your photos from our Summer (July-August-
September) bird walks for consideration in our next Fall 
issue. NOTE: Photos must be less than 1 MB file size. 
Please send them to me by email (not via a link to your 
online photo album). 

Happy Birding! 
Sharon Norfleet 
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Welcome New Members 

David Sutherland 
Kay Clark 
Patricia Cullen 
Susan Sisk 
Don Panton 
Carolyn Sanders 
Eric Boysen 
Robin Hoover 
Dagmar Teleky 
Ann Sullivan 
Molly Russell 
Steve and Liz Emmett-Mattox 
Renzo Sturmo 
Sally Mark 
Cait McQuade and Joe Polman 

We will look forward to meeting you! 

Field Trips 

We have added an extra Thursday field trip this summer 
– stay tuned, we may add more. The best way to stay up 
to date is via our Boulder Bird Club Google Groups list. 
If you aren’t receiving the notices about our weekly field 
trips contact Jane Baryames at janeb1952@gmail.com to 
request adding your email address to this list. 

We’d like to encourage you to carpool whenever 
possible to our field trips. If meeting at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot (5660 Sioux Dr, 
Boulder, CO) is not convenient for you, please attempt 
to form your own carpool. Consider offering the driver  
carpool funds to share the cost of gas. 

We frequently meet at Big Daddy’s Bagels in the 
Meadows Shopping Center in Boulder for coffee and 
bagels after our field trips. 

Sunday July 3rd – First Sunday Birding at Walden/
Sawhill 
8:00 am to around 11:00 am 
Leader: Lonny Frye 03-931-9131 – 
lonnyfrye@gmail.com  
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th Street just south of Jay 
Road. Bring binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something 
to drink and a snack if you think you’ll get hungry. 
Sunscreen and bug repellent are recommended. 
Everyone welcome. 

July 6th – Heil Valley Ranch – Lichen Loop Trail 
Leader: Julie Thorpe 303-888-9586 - 
jktboulder@gmail.com  
The trails should be open by this date, but if they’re not, 
we’ll figure out an alternative plan. 
To carpool, meet at the Foothills Trailhead parking lot 
which is located just north of the intersection of 

Broadway and North Foothills Highway (28th St.) for a 
7:30 am departure. 
July 7th (Thursday) – RMNP 
Leader: Carolyn Beach 303 443-0129 
beachcarolyn@gmail.com 
If you enter certain areas of the park before 9:00 am, you 
don’t need a timed entry pass. We'll enter the park via 
the Fall River entrance and head up to the Medicine Bow 
Curve on Trail Ridge Road to look for White-tailed 
Ptarmigan. On the way back down, we'll stop at Upper 
Beaver Meadows. To carpool to Estes, meet at the 
Foothills Trailhead parking lot which is located just 
north of the intersection of Broadway and North 
Foothills Highway (28th St.) by 6:50 am to be on time 
for a 7:00 am departure. Otherwise, meet at the Visitor’s 
Center parking lot in Estes Park before 8:00 am and 
we’ll all carpool from there. 

July 13th – Old South St. Vrain Road and Davis' 
house 
Leader: Carolyn Beach 303 443-0129 
beachcarolyn@gmail.com 
We’ll start on Old South St. Vrain Road in Lyons and 
spend about an hour birding there before we head up to 
Davis’ house located at house 938 Colard Lane, Lyons, 
CO, to watch the dozens of hummingbirds at their 
feeders. To carpool, meet at the Foothills Trailhead 
parking lot which is located just north of the intersection 
of Broadway and North Foothills Highway (28th St.) by 
7:20 am to be on time for a 7:30 am departure. We’ll 
park at the Picture Rock parking lot just off Old South 
St. Vrain Road. 

July 20th - Staunton State Park 12102 S Elk Creek 
Rd, Pine, CO 
Leader: Jane Baryames 303-910-0293 – 
janeb1952@gmail.com 
It’s about an hour’s drive from Boulder so this trip will 
likely be a little longer than usual. A State Park pass is 
required otherwise there is a $10.00 daily parking fee. To 
carpool, meet at the Eldorado Park and Ride at the NE 
corner of Highway 93 (Broadway) and Eldorado Springs 
Drive by 7:20 am to be on time for a 7:30 am departure. 

July 27th - Sandstone Ranch 2525 E Ken Pratt Blvd, 
Longmont, CO 
Leader: Valerie Crecco 303 886-4898 
valerie.crecco@comcast.net 
To carpool, meet at the west parking lot at the East 
Boulder Community Center by 7:20 am to be on time for 
a 7:30 am departure. If you go directly there, try to arrive 
around 8:00 am. 

Aug. 3rd – Long Canyon Trail (Realization Point on 
Flagstaff Road)  
Leader: Pat Cullen 303-506-0405 
hathcockcolorado@gmail.com  
Parking is limited at Realization Point. To carpool, meet 
at the west parking lot at the East Boulder Community 
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Center by 7:20 am to be on time for a 7:30 am departure. 
Otherwise, meet there around 7:45 am. 
Sunday, August 7, 2019 
8:00 am – 12:30 pm 
ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC AND 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION  
after FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT 

Birding will begin at 8 am, and the picnic will follow 
about 10:30 am. 
Leader: Janice Rogers 207 522-8044 
boborjanice@yahoo.com 
Picnic Organizers: Jane Baryames 303-910-0293 
janeb1952@gmail.com  
and Nancy Ries Morrison 303-396-2412 
nanries@gmail.com   
We will bird for a couple of hours before our annual 
summer picnic in the covered shelter near our usual 
meeting spot at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at 
the end of the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th Street just 
south of Jay Road). 
Food and soft drinks will be provided. Nancy will have 
coolers with ice. ALL welcome to come for birding and/
or even just for the picnic. 
Everyone is welcome, and no reservations are needed! 

Aug. 10th – Waneka Lake/Greenlee Preserve 
Leaders: Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet 720 
273-5689 maeedw3017@gmail.com 
Meet at the west parking lot at the East Boulder Rec 
Center to carpool for a 7:30 am departure. If you go 
straight there, park at the east lot off Caria Drive and 
West Emma Place in Lafayette. 

Aug. 17th - Rabbit Mountain, 15140 N 55th St, 
Longmont, CO 
Leader: Henry Stiles 303-776-6381 – 
henrystiles@gmail.com 
We’ll look for Sage Thrashers, Lark Sparrows, Blue 
Grosbeaks and Canyon and Rock Wrens. To carpool, 
meet at the Foothills Trailhead parking lot which is 
located just north of the intersection of Broadway and 
North Foothills Highway (28th St.) by 7:20 am to be on 
time for a 7:30 am departure. Otherwise, meet there at 
8:00 am. You might consider wearing long pants, long 
socks and boots or sturdy hiking shoes. Wear a hat and 
bring plenty of water. 

Aug. 24th - Sombrero Marsh (1466 63rd St.) and 
Twin Lakes (Nautilus Dr.) 
Leader: Dick Pautsch 303-818-5711- 
rjpautsch@gmail.com  
We’ll look for shorebirds. Meet at the west parking lot at 
the East Boulder Rec Center to carpool for a 7:30 am 
departure. 

Aug. 31st - Stearns Lake/Carolyn Holmberg Preserve 
2240 S 104th St, Broomfield, CO 
Leaders: Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet 720 
273-5689 maeedw3017@gmail.com 
Meet at the west parking lot at the East Boulder Rec 
Center to carpool for a 7:30 am departure. Or meet there 
around 7:45 am. 

Sunday Sept. 4th - First Sunday Birding at Walden/
Sawhill 
8:00 am to around 11:00 am 
Leader: Iris Sherman 303 817-9838 
irisshermanb@gmail.com  
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th Street just south of Jay 
Road. Bring binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something 
to drink and a snack if you think you’ll get hungry. 
Everyone welcome. 

Sept. 7th – Lagerman Reservoir 7100 Pike Rd, 
Longmont, CO 
Leader: Dick Pautsch 303-818-5711- 
rjpautsch@gmail.com  
We’ll look for returning ducks, grebes and shorebirds 
among many other possible species as we walk around 
the reservoir. Meet at the west parking lot at the East 
Boulder Rec Center to carpool for a 7:30 am departure. 

Sept. 14th – Barr Lake Banding Station: 7:30 – 8:30 
am, limited to 12 participants. Barr Lake State Park 
13401 Picadilly Rd, Brighton, CO 
Leader: Carolyn Beach 303 443-0129 
beachcarolyn@gmail.com 
This trip is limited to 12 participants. Sign up begins 
when you receive this newsletter, email Jane at 
janeb1952@gmail.com. After visiting the Banding 
Station, others BBC members will join the 12 and 
Carolyn will lead the entire group in a bird walk at 
around 8:30 am, which everyone can participate in, not 
just the small group going to the Banding Station. For 
the 12 participating in the visit to the Banding Station, to 
carpool meet at the west parking lot at the East Boulder 
Community Center by 6:20 am to be on time for a 6:30 
am departure. For everyone else, to carpool meet at the 
west parking lot at the East Boulder Community Center 
by 7:20 am to be on time for a 7:30 am departure. 
Parking fees apply ($10) if the driver does not have a 
State Park pass. 

Sept. 21st – Chico Basin Ranch 22500 S Peyton Hwy, 
Colorado Springs 
Leader: John Drummond (resident Colorado 
Springs, he’ll meet us there) 
This trip is limited to a total of 4 vehicles and 15 
participants (4 drivers and 11 passengers). Sign up 
begins when you receive this newsletter, email Jane at 
janeb1952@gmail.com. 4-wheel drive vehicles with 
high clearance are a must. Therefore, we’ll need to 
coordinate drivers and riders prior to departure. This is a 
2½ hour drive from the East Boulder Community Center, 
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so we’ll want to make an early start. Depending upon 
who signs up, we’ll either meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west lot for a 6:00 am departure, or 
those who live in Longmont or Erie will make 
arrangements to carpool directly from there. There is a 
daily fee of $12 per person. 

Sept. 28th – Caribou Ranch CR 126 a few miles 
north of Nederland 
Leader: Karen Axe 720-363-8003 – 
Karenaxe@mac.com  
Hopefully we’ll enjoy beautiful fall foliage as well as 
observing the birds on this walk. To carpool, meet at the 
west parking lot at the East Boulder Community Center 
by 7:20 am to be on time for a 7:30 am departure. 

Trip to the Upper Coast of Texas, April 24-28, 2022 
by Jane Baryames 

This past February, I received an email from the Front 
Range Birding Company blog advertising a trip 
sponsored by travel group Reefs to Rockies called 
Spring Migration on the Upper Texas Coast to take place 
the end of April 2022. I signed up immediately, and 
asked Carolyn Beach if she’d like to go too, and she 
replied “yes!” right away. We flew to Houston April 24th 
and our group of 8 was met at the airport by our guide 
Chip Clouse and van driver Doug Shoffner. We drove to 
Galveston and stopped for lunch, did a little birding in 
the parking lot where I added one of 21 new life birds 
(23 if I include the “heard only”): a Purple Martin. 
The last week in April is generally considered the peak 
week for spring migration birding on the upper coast of 
Texas. Chip knew where to take us to all the hotspots: a 
number of locations in Galveston, the East End Lagoon 
Nature Preserve, a variety of locations in the Anahuac 
National Wildlife Reserve, the four reserves on High 
Island: Boy Scout Woods, Eubanks Woods, Smith Oaks 
Sanctuary and Hooks Woods Sanctuary, and on our last 
day April 28th W.G. Jones State Forest. 
I didn’t see all the birds the rest of the group saw (only 
heard a Painted Bunting which was my target bird for 
this trip – sigh…) but I tallied 145 species. My favorites 
were the Bay-breasted Warbler, the Fulvous Whistling-
Duck, the Least Bittern and the cutest Sanderling who 
walked right up to our group on Rollover Pass. We were 
fortunate to observe several Magnificent Frigatebirds, a 
Black-throated Blue Warbler and a Red-Cockaded 
Woodpecker. We got to see 15 species of Warblers, 
Clapper Rails and King Rails, six species of Terns plus 
the Black Skimmers, some Bronzed Cowbirds, some 
Boat-tailed Grackles, and dozens of beautiful Roseate 
Spoonbills, Egrets, Herons and Cormorants at the 
Rookery at Smith Oaks Sanctuary. 

I highly recommend a trip to the Upper Coast of Texas at 
the end of April if you get the chance. 

Fulvous Whistling-Ducks, Texas, Jane Baryames, 04/22 

Club Trip to Crescent Lakes, June 1-3, 2022 
by Carolyn Beach 

For several years now, the Boulder Bird Club has tried to 
conduct a trip to Crescent Lakes National Wildlife 
Refuge in Nebraska, but due to uncooperative weather 
and Covid, we weren’t successful in pulling it off… until 
this year. Carolyn Beach and Jane Baryames planned 
and led the trip which departed the Boulder area on June 
1 and returned on June 3, 2022.  

The twelve of us began at the east side of Lake Ogallala 
the afternoon of the 1st where we saw, among other 
species, Orchard Orioles, Bobolinks, several swallow 
species, American White Pelicans, and a Swainson’s 
Thrush. We spent the nights at the Lewellen Lodge in 
Lewellen, Nebraska, a half-hour drive north and west of 
Lake Ogallala. Our host, Kimi, and our caterer, Garnet, 
were good, salt-of-the-earth Nebraskans and we enjoyed 
our time with them very much.  

The first night we took a walk to the Lewellen Bridge, 
which is a great place to see Sandhill Cranes during 
migration, and for us, hundreds of Cliff Swallows. 
Thursday morning we were off to Crescent Lakes 
National Wildlife Refuge where we saw Burrowing 
Owls, Long-billed Curlews, Blue Grosbeaks, Common 
Nighthawks, Wilson’s Phalaropes, Willets, Orchard 
Orioles, Dickcissels, Western and Eastern Kingbirds, 
Forster’s Terns, many duck species, a Black-crowned 
Night-Heron, several hundred Eared Grebes, White-
faced Ibis and much more. That evening, we took a little 
walk to “downtown” Lewellen, which I’m sorry to say 
has fallen on hard times, but we enjoyed peeking into 
store windows and saw Chimney Swifts flying around as 
well as a huge Turkey Vulture roost just down the street 
from the Lodge. 

Friday morning we started out with a detour to the Clear 
Creek State Waterfowl Management Area, where we  
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didn’t see much but did manage to add some Cedar 
Waxwings and lots of Bobolinks in the fields. We then 
headed back to Lake Ogallala on the West side where we 
found Northern Cardinals, a Great Crested Flycatcher, 
many Orchard Orioles, a Baltimore Oriole and others. 
We ended up with a picnic lunch at the campground and 
headed home around noon. The only negative of the trip 
was the ticks that were collected by a few in our group. 

It was a great trip and one we hope to repeat next spring. 

Blue Grosbeak, Jane Baryames, 06/02/22 

 

Long-billed Curlew, Carolyn Beach, 06/02/22 

Great Crested Flycatcher, Carolyn Beach, 06/03/22 

Lazuli Bunting, Jane Baryames, 05/10/22 

Virginia's Warbler, Jane Baryames, 05/11/22 



Happy Birders, Jane Baryames, 05/11/22 
 

Western Meadowlark, Jane Baryames, 06/18/22 

BBC Birders, Nancy Morrison, 05/18/22 

 

Wood Duck, Jane Baryames, 05/18/22 

 
More BBC Birders, Nancy Morrison, 05/18/22 

Yellow Warbler, Jane Baryames, 05/18/22 



Tony Delany, Pella Crossing, Jane Baryames, 05/18/22 


