
President’s Letter 

Spring migration has begun! The ducks are back, and it’s 
time to scan the skies (and listen) for migrating Sandhill 
Cranes. Male Red-winged Blackbirds are singing and 
staking out their territories in anticipation of the arrival 
of their female friends. Shorebirds will start arriving any 
day. 

April is an unusual month in Boulder, with spring here 
one day, winter the next, and then summer weather. I’d 
recommend following the CoBirds website to keep up to 
date on arriving migrants. Daily results of the Dinosaur 
Ridge Hawk Watch are also posted there, and interesting 
to follow. They will show the arrival of the first Turkey 
Vultures, a Harbinger of Spring in Boulder. 

We’ve got an excellent slate of spring field trips coming 
up, beginning with our annual beginning of the season 
Chautauqua walk and brunch, and including trips to the 
Pawnee Grasslands, Brainard Lake, and a new trip to the 
sand hills and reservoirs of northwest Nebraska. Thanks 
to all of the BBC members who have volunteered to lead 
our field trips! 

And welcome to our many new members. I’ve been 
seeing so many new faces on our First Sunday trips that 
I’m considering handing out name tags so everyone can 
learn each other’s names. But even if we don’t always 
remember your name, we’re glad to see you. 

Dick/RJ Pautsch 
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From Your Newsletter Editor 

In this issue I hope you enjoy a celebratory 
announcement, a whimsical poem and a couple of 
birding trip reports from our members. 

Thanks to those who submitted photos for this issue. As 
always there are some great ones of beautiful birds, 
scenery and members. 

Keep your photos from our Spring (Apr-May-Jun) bird 
walks for consideration in our next Summer issue. 
NOTE: Photos must be less than 1 MB file size. Please 
send them to me by email (not via a link to your online 
photo album). 

Happy Birding! 
Sharon Norfleet 
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Welcome new Members 

Mike and Becky Shettleroe 
Ruth Burnham and Wayne McDiffitt 
Nick and Linda Hattel 
Heidi McWorkman 
Lucy Fox and Martin Haagmans 
Michael Leccesse 
Sophia Pardo 
Joo Tan 
Anne Skok 

We will look forward to meeting you! 

BBC 75th anniversary Celebration Party 

The Boulder Bird Club celebrates its 75th anniversary 
this year, and we think a celebration is in order. Carolyn 
Beach has reserved the penthouse level meeting room at 
Golden West Senior Residence in Boulder for Sunday, 
June 5th, 5:00 - 7:00 pm. Golden West is located at 1055 
Adams Circle, Boulder. From 30th Street, turn onto 
Euclid Avenue and park along the street. We’ll have a 
potluck dinner along with beverages and a special cake. 
We’ll provide more details the week before. 

Field Trips 

We have just two Wednesdays left in April to wind up 
the Road Creepers season where we meet at the later 
time of 8:30 am. If we’re lucky, it won’t snow! 
Wednesday, April 20th, kicks off the Road Runners 
season with our annual bird walk at Chautauqua Park 
followed by a late breakfast. 

We have added several extra field trips this spring – stay 
tuned, we may add more. The best way to stay up to date 
is via our Boulder Bird Club Google Groups list. Contact 
Jane Baryames at janeb1952@gmail.com to request 
adding your email address to this list. 

We’d like to encourage you to carpool whenever 
possible to our field trips. If meeting at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot (5660 Sioux Dr, 
Boulder, CO) is not convenient for you, please attempt 
to form your own carpool. Consider offering the driver a 
dollar or two to defray the cost of gas. 

We frequently meet at Big Daddy’s Bagels in the 
Meadows Shopping Center in Boulder for coffee and 
bagels after our field trips. 

April 3 – First Sunday Birding at Walden Wildlife 
Habitat 
Leader: Julie Thorpe – 303-888-9586 - 
jktboulder@gmail.com 

Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay. Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you have one, wear a hat and 
sunscreen, bring something to drink and a snack if you 
think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 

April 20 - ROAD RUNNERS ANNUAL 
CHAUTAUQUA BIRDING AND BREAKFAST 
Leader: Jane Baryames – 303-910-0293 – 
janeb1952@gmail.com 
We’ll meet in front of the Dining Hall at 7:30 am. Park 
in front of the Dining Hall or on Baseline Road and walk 
up. We’ll hike our traditional route which is 
approximately 2.75 miles. We have a 10:30 am 
reservation for a late breakfast. For seating, they will 
provide two long tables of 10 guests per table. There will 
be a set menu with 4 entree choices, fresh fruit on the 
tables, and a selection of soft drinks (coffee, tea, soda). 

April 27 - Barr Lake State Park 
13401 Picadilly Rd, Brighton, CO 
Leader: TBD 
To carpool, meet at the East Boulder Community Center 
west lot in time for a 7:30 am departure. Otherwise, meet 
at Barr Lake State Park at 8:30 am, $9 parking fee unless 
you have an annual State Park pass. 

May 1 – First Sunday Birding at Walden Wildlife 
Habitat 
Leader: Rolf Hertenstein  rfherten@gmail.com 
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay. Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you have one, wear a hat and 
sunscreen, bring something to drink and a snack if you 
think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 

May 4 - Wheat Ridge Green Belt 
Leader: Paula Hansley – 720-428-9320 – 
plhansley@gmail.com 
To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot for a 7:30 am 
departure. If you drive straight there, meet at the far end 
of the Prospect Park parking lot at 8:15 am. Directions: 
from Boulder, take Highway 93 (Broadway) to W. 64th 
Avenue. Go about 4.5 miles and turn right on Ward Road 
(Highway 72). Drive 3 miles to W. 44th Street, turn left 
and drive 0.4 mile. Entrance to the parking lot is a right 
turn off W. 44th just a little past N. Robb Street. 

May 11 - Fowler/Springbrook Trails 
Leaders: Tony & Claire Delany 303-494-8190 
acdelany@live.com 
Let’s get an earlier start than normal because parking at 
the trailhead is limited, and carpooling is strongly 
recommended. To carpool, meet at the Eldorado Park 
and Ride at the NE corner of Highway 93 (Broadway) 
and Eldorado Springs Drive in time for a 7:15 am 
departure. Otherwise, meet at the trailhead (County Road 
67 off Eldorado Springs Drive) promptly at 7:30 am. 
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May 18 – Pella Crossing 
Leader: Janice Rogers - (207)522-8044 - 
boborjanice@yahoo.com 
To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot for a 7:30 am 
departure. If you drive straight there, plan to arrive at 
8:00 am. 

May 25 – Golden Ponds 
Leader: Iris Sherman - 303-817-9838 - 
irisshermanb@gmail.com 
To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot for a 7:30 am 
departure. If you drive straight there, plan to arrive at 
8:00 am. 

May 26th – Special Thursday field trip to Golden 
Gate Canyon State Park 
Leader: Paula Hansley – 720-428-9320 – 
plhansley@gmail.com 
Carpooling from East Boulder Rec. Center is 
essential for this trip due to limited parking 
throughout the park. Meet to carpool at 7:30 am. State 
Parks Pass required for each car or purchase at Visitors 
Center. 

Jungle Birds of Boulder 
June 1, 7:30 – 10:30 am 
Leader: Dave Sutherland - 
dsutherland4747@gmail.com  
Why fly to Belize or Costa Rica when their birds will 
come to us? Join naturalist Dave Sutherland for an easy 
hike into a local birding hot spot to search for colorful 
migratory songbirds newly arrived from the steamy 
jungles south of the border. Birdwatchers of all abilities 
are welcome. Bring binoculars, a spotting scope if you 
have one and books (we will use Birds of Costa Rica as 
our guidebook in the field — no joke). Meet at the 
neighborhood access point to Bear Canyon trail – do a 
map search for 1520 Bear Mountain Drive in Boulder. 
Free parking is available along the street. Limit: 20 
people. 
To sign up for this trip, email 
dsutherland4747@gmail.com upon receipt of this 
newsletter. 

Birding Trip to Crescent Lakes/Lake Ogallala, 
Nebraska 
June 1, 2 and return on June 3, 2022 
Leaders - Carolyn Beach 303-443-0129 and Jane 
Baryames 303-910-0293 
Limit to leaders plus 10 people. 

Three days and two nights. 
Hotel is the Lewellen Lodge in Lewellen, NE. Rooms 
have small kitchenettes with sinks, microwaves, 
refrigerators and dishes. You'll need to bring your own 
food for breakfasts and lunches, and to pack a lunch on 
Thursday. There is one "restaurant" in town for dinner if 
you wish. 

Day one: Make your way to the Visitor's center at Lake 
McConaughey by 1:00pm. We will purchase park passes 
and spend several hours birding at Lake Ogallala (the 
lake below the McConaughey dam). Then go to our 
hotel in Lewellen for dinner and sleep. 

Day two: rise early to travel to Crescent Lakes National 
Wildlife Refuge where we will spend the day birding. 
This will be mostly a driving trip on winding dirt/sand 
roads. An all-wheel drive with high clearance is 
recommended. We will need to carpool on this trip. 
Possible species include Whimbrel, Upland Sandpiper, 
raptors, Trumpeter Swan, close-up looks at Burrowing 
Owls, curlews and more. 

Day three: Rise early again and head back to Lake 
Ogallala to do some more birding there. Almost certainly 
will see Orchard Orioles, Marsh Wrens, Cardinals, Bell’s 
Vireo and more. Leave for Boulder around noon or so. 
It is 3 1/2 hours to Lake Ogallala and another hour north 
to our hotel. We should be back in Boulder by late 
afternoon on Friday. 

Questions: Call Carolyn or Jane at the phone numbers 
above. To sign up, email Jane at janeb1952@gmail.com 
upon receipt of this newsletter. She will also help 
arrange carpooling to Nebraska if you let her know you 
need a ride or are willing to drive. 

June 5 – First Sunday Birding at Walden Wildlife 
Habitat 
Leader: Henry Stiles – 303-776-6381 – 
henrystiles@gmail.com 
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay. Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you have one, wear a hat and 
sunscreen, bring something to drink and a snack if you 
think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 

June 8 – Pawnee Grasslands 
Leader: Leader: Dick Pautsch – 303-818-5711- 
rjpautsch@gmail.com 
To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot for a 7:30 am 
departure. We’ll first drive to the Walmart in Longmont 
on Ken Pratt Boulevard near Sandstone Ranch to meet 
those who want to carpool from there, with an 
anticipated departure time of 8:00 am. Each car will use 
one of the Club walkie-talkies so we can communicate 
between cars. We’ll caravan to the Pawnee National 
Grasslands to look for Chestnut-collared Longspur, 
Thick-billed Longspur, Cassin’s Sparrow and 
Grasshopper Sparrow as well as our state bird, the Lark 
Bunting. We’ll end our trip at the Crow Valley 
Campgrounds. Bring a bag lunch and something to 
drink. This will likely be an all-day field trip. 
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June 15 - Betasso Preserve 
Leader: Sharon Norfleet - 720-273-5689 - 
maeedw3017@gmail.com 
Carpooling is strongly recommended because the lots 
can fill up fast. To carpool from Boulder, meet at the 
East Boulder Community Center west parking lot for a 
7:30 am departure. If you drive straight there, plan to 
arrive at 8:00 am. 

June 22 – Meyer’s Gulch 
Leader: Cathy Comstock – 303-819-1447 – 
cathy.comstock@colorado.edu 
To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East Boulder 
Community Center west parking lot for a 7:30 am 
departure. If you drive straight there, plan to arrive at 
8:00 am. 

June 29 - Brainard Lake 
Leader: Dick Pautsch – 303-818-5711- 
rjpautsch@gmail.com 
All drivers will need to make a reservation June 15th to 
reserve a parking space, fee $2. You must email 
reservation.gov and on the search bar type Brainard Lake 
Picnic Site/Trailhead - Day Use Parking which is where 
we’ll all meet. To carpool from Boulder, meet at the East 
Boulder Community Center west parking lot for a 7:00 
am departure. If you drive straight there, plan to arrive at 
8:00 am. It takes about an hour to get there from the East 
Boulder Community Center. 

Sharing a Poem 

Peter Beuret was on my Texas Victor Emanuel Nature 
Tour (VENT) trip and he read his poem to us during 
dinner. We loved it and hopefully you will too. 
Burr Toohey 

A Flycatcher Contemplates Retirement 
by Peter Beuret 

The weather is lousy. I'm feeling depressed. 
I’m tired of insects and way overstressed. 

It’s all become boring, unending and grim: 
Get up in the morning. Get out on your limb. 

The insects annoy me. In spite of my skill,  
I’m out there for hours, and they never hold still. 

I WANT TO EAT FRUIT! It’s delicious and sweet an’ 
The best thing of all is fruit wants to be eaten. 
I should live in a ficus, have figs within reach, 
And after Dawn Chorus head down to the beach. 

And those tropical drinks turn me on, I should say. 
After three heliconias I’ve been known to display! 

The pawpaws and mangoes are ready and waiting… 

And I’m here in Ohio and still hesitating. 
Well, it just wouldn’t work. I’d get lazy and fat. 
A flycatcher’s much too “Type A” for all that. 
Those fruit-eaters are soft when the going gets rough. 
They could all use more protein; that makes a bird 
tough. 

Hey now, there’s an idea! I mean that’s what I do. 
I could train them to pick off an insect or two. 

Why it’s perfect. It’s settled. How great. I’m exultant! 
I’ll move to Peru and become a consultant! 

A Minnesota Trip 
Burr Toohey 

I took a trip to Northern MN in early February 2022 with 
Victor Emanuel Nature Tours (VENT). It was a long 
weekend Th – Mon; really only 3 days of birding. We 
stayed in a hotel on Lake Superior in Duluth and drove 
to various spots from there each day, eating dinner in 
Duluth. 

Up at 4:00 AM; in the lobby by 5:00 AM; breakfast at a 
local spot, Caribou Coffee, each morning; then off to our 
destination. Destinations were Sax-Zim Bog, Two 
Harbors, Superior, WI, 2 private properties, Hawk Ridge 
viewpoint.  We were mostly at Sax-Zim Bog, a drive of 
an hour + with stops enroute. It was cold, cold, cold but, 
for the most part we had vans to pop into, when we did 
not want to be outside, when others were outside. If you 
go in the dead of winter and snow, bring hand and toe 
warmers! 

My five lifers were: Great Gray Owl, Boreal Chickadee 
(a pair up close), Common Redpoll (hundreds of them 
everywhere), Hoary Redpoll (only 3 – now considered 
the same species as Common), Wild Turkey – ‘Smoke’ 
morph (beautiful). We did not see the Spruce Grouse or 
Northern Hawk Owl, much to my chagrin. 

The highlight was the Great Gray Owl which we 
watched from the roadside on the edge of a forest 
opening for at least 40 minutes (brrrr). It tried 3x 
unsuccessfully to capture voles beneath the snow using 
its exceptional ability to hear movement under the snow. 
Talons first, it hit the hard crusty snow and moved its 
talons around to find the prey; then back to its perch to 
turn its ears to the ground once again. After the 3rd 
attempt, it flew off. 

We also saw Snowy Owls each day – likely the same 
female, as it was on the same perch each time. Sharp-
tailed Grouse, Barred Owls, too. White-winged 
Crossbills flew overhead – too far in the distance for me 
to count as a lifer. I heard a coyote on the lake beach 
from my hotel room one early morning. 
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The other very exciting moment was a HUGE flock of 
Bohemian Waxwings. They just kept circling around us, 
landing in tree tops and then circling again and again – a 
good 15+ minutes. There had to have been at least a 
couple of thousand. It was quite something, rather 
magical. 

Southern Costa Rica Birding Trip 
Janice Rogers 

From January 14-24 Jane Baryames, Carolyn Beach, and 
Janice Rogers traveled with Road Scholar on their Costa 
Rica birding tour. We began in the capital city of San 
Jose at Villa Ignacio, where we birded the lush tropical 
grounds, and met our excellent guide Chito (Gilbert) and 
6 great traveling companions. Two of these were SOBs 
(spouse of birder) who were good photographers and 
soon became converted birders. 

Road Scholar includes education on all trips, so after 
breakfast we enjoyed our first lecture about macaws and 
Costa Rica in general. Costa Rica is a small country, 
only 300 miles by 175 miles, but 30% of the land is 
protected in 200 parks and preserves. 10% of all species 
of butterflies and birds in the world can be found there. 

On our drive to Villa Lapas in southwestern Costa Rica 
on this Saturday morning we encountered traffic of 
locals heading to the beach. We took some back roads 
and of course, saw many birds on the way. After 
checking in at this lovely resort, having lunch and a 
swim, we were off to a boat ride on the Tarcoles River. 
What a fabulous ride, with crocs, egrets, Muscovy 
Ducks, Yellow-naped Parrots, Scarlet Macaws, Bare-
throated Tiger-Heron, Double-striped Thick-Knee, and 
many more. What a terrific day! Usually tours save the 
best for the last day - we wondered how they would top 
this! 

Sunday we birded at the Villa, then drove to Carara 
National Park for a good long walk. We saw many 
Scarlet Macaws in this part of the country, including a 
pair grooming each other in a tree – lapas is the local 
name for Scarlet Macaw. If I don’t mention an activity 
for any morning, afternoon, or evening, we’re birding! 
And of course, driving anywhere includes many stops 
for more birding! 

Monday found us driving to Esquinas Rainforest Lodge, 
where on the way, we stopped for lunch and a lecture by 
Jack Ewing, a Colorado cattle rancher who moved here 
50 years ago, about changing from ranching to saving 
the rain forest. His large ranch is now a well-known 
Nature Preserve. After lunch, our approach to Esquinas 
was along the magical La Gamba Road, with orioles, 

dacnis, caracara, Southern Lapwings, and upon arrival, 2 
Fiery-billed Aracaris. Esquinas is a beautiful place, with 
many birds on the property, including a Riverside Wren 
and many hummingbirds. The next day was birding, 
another interesting lecture, and good meals. 

Onward to Las Cruces Biological Station, a higher, 
cooler area, 10 miles from the Panama border. Wilson 
Botanic Gardens is located here, with great habitat for 
birds, including a nesting White-crested Coquette. We 
enjoyed the dining area patio, with feeding platforms for 
honeycreepers and tanagers, and views of parrots flying 
over before breakfast. We looked for owls one night, 
hearing a Mottled Owl, and walked to and up an 
observation tower another day. 

A long drive with beautiful scenery the next day took us 
up to 11,000 feet, with paramo (short grasses) for 
Volcano Hummingbirds, Flame-throated Warbler, and so 
many more. At lunch we viewed many different 
hummingbirds – the lunch stops always have many 
feeders – that’s why we stop there! Then on to Trogon 
Lodge, a mountain property in San Gerardo de Dota, at 
7000 feet, with the Savegre River running through it, 
and 3 different life zones: pre-montane, low montane 
and montane rainforest. This area is known for the 
Resplendent Quetzal, which we looked for but no luck 
that day, although many other birds were seen. At 5 am 
the next morning we paid $6 each to visit private 
property that had an avocado tree with ripe fruit where 
the Quetzal were known to be, and after waiting and 
being very cold for at least an hour we did see both male 
and female, so very beautiful! Our walks gave us lots of 
birds later in the day and our fascinating evening lecture 
was about the history of the valley by one of the 
pioneers into this area.  

Of course, we each have different numbers of birds seen 
but at least 220 plus, and number of lifers differs for 
each of us too. But we all agree that it was a wonderful 
trip. We have stories about our Covid testing required for 
our return home and our experience in Miami Airport to 
reach our connecting flight to Denver if you care to ask! 
And all three of us heartily recommend. this trip. 



Janice, Jane & Carolyn, Costa Rica 1/2022 
 

Yellow-throated Toucan, Jane Baryames, 01/2022 

Green Honeycreeper, Jane Baryames, 01/2022 

American Mink, Andre Quintin, 02/06/22 

American Mink, Henry Stiles, /2/6/22 

Gadwall hen, Jane Baryames, 01/12/22 



Mountain Bluebird, Henry Stiles, 03/02/22 

Green-winged Teal, Jane Baryames, 03/12/22 

Eastern Bluebird, Jane Baryames, 03/16/22 

Winter coffee group, Jane Baryames, 1/26/22 

2nd Sunday Birders, Nancy Ries Morrison, 03/12/22 



Early winter birder (Carolyn Beach over looking 
Valmont Res.), Nancy Grimes, 01/29/21 

 

Northern Pygmy-Owl, Jane Baryames, 02/09/22 

Rough-legged Hawk, Jane Baryames, 01/12/22


