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Despite the Delta variant, our Boulder Bird Club
field trips are almost back to the way they used to
be, with some of our members even starting to
carpool again (and go for coffee afterwards). We’ve
had some memorable field trips this summer. At our
annual expedition to observe bird banding at Barr
Lake, I learned to tell a female Yellow Warbler from
a female Wilson’s Warbler as we got a good look at
birds in the hand only a few feet away.
Unfortunately, the Barr Lake shoreline was so far
away that we didn’t have a chance of identifying
any of the shorebirds or gulls there. A few of the
aspens on the mountainsides were turning yellow to
welcome autumn during our annual fall trip to
Caribou Ranch. It was in the 30’s when we arrived,
but turned into a beautiful day for our 5.3 mile hike.
Fall migration hasn’t been too exciting so far, but
our ducks will be back soon. Then, we’ll have a
chance for some northern rarities as winter comes.
Birding technology continues to advance. Finally,
there’s an app which does a decent job of
identifying bird songs in the field--try the Merlin
bird app!
Looking forward to seeing all of you on one of our
upcoming fall/winter field trips.
Dick/RJ Pautsch
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BBC Holiday Party
Sunday, December 5, at 5 PM at the home of Lonny
Fry, 1644 Pine Street in downtown Boulder. We will
provide libations and some delicious delicacies to
accompany any dish you bring along to pass. Meet
up with old members and greet new members and
talk about the great birding moments of the past
year. Park in the neighborhood or in the parking lot
1/2 block west on 17th. All vaccinated are welcome.
Please note that due to covid, this event may have to
be changed.

From Your Newsletter Editor
I’m pleased to include a trip summary from one of
our members, Janice Rogers, who went on a lovely
late summer birding trip to California.
Keep your photos from our Fall bird walks for
consideration in our next (Winter issue). NOTE:
Photos must be less than 1 MB file size Please send
them to me by email (not via a link to your online
photo album).
Happy Birding!
Sharon Norfleet

Fall Field Trips Schedule
Sunday, October 3, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Leader: Paula Hansley – 720-428-9320
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather
conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you
have one and your water bottle.
Sunday, November 7, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Leader: Iris Sherman – 303-817-9838
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather
conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you
have one and your water bottle.
Sunday, December 5, 2020
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Leader: Dick Pautsch - 303-818-5711
Be sure to dress appropriately for the day’s weather
conditions. Bring your binoculars, a scope if you
have one and your water bottle.

Roadcreepers
Starting Wednesday Oct 6, 2021
From now until mid-April, the Boulder Bird Club
field trips will start at the later time of 8:30 am on

Wednesday mornings. Meet at the East Boulder
Community Center west parking lot. Arrive before
8:30 am, and we will determine our day’s birding
location at that time.

Welcome New Members
Peggy Gustafson
Susan Shilling
Burr Toohey
Alex Molnar
Quentin Andre
Amy Grollman
We will look forward to meeting you!

Janice’s California Birding Trip
Road Scholar provided a short birding trip to
Monterey, California, in mid-September for
me. Thirteen very nice people stayed in Carmel at
Hidden Valley Music Seminar, with half or full day
trips inland and out to the shore. Point Lobos State
Nature Reserve was the first half day, where the
walk and the scenery were fabulous. Before we
started off from the parking lot, we saw California
and Western Gulls, Black Oystercatchers, Blackcrowned Night-heron and more. A special treat on
the walk was the Wrentit, which is endemic to the
West Coast scrub and chaparral. That afternoon a
naturalist spoke to us about the area, and we were
joined by another Road Scholar group staying at
Hidden Valley who were more culturally oriented.
On our second day we were out for the entire day,
with sack lunches, going inland at first to see
Yellow-billed Magpie, California Quail, and
Chipping Sparrows, the last of which excited and
delighted everyone else, especially our guide! Then
we made our way to the coast, passing Pebble

Beach and driving through Pacific Grove, stopping
many times to view Sanderlings, Willets, Blackbellied Plover, and Surfbirds. Many more birds
were at each stop, 107 species seen in 4 days, and I
can't list them all here. That evening we were
treated to a wonderful piano player featuring Scott
Joplin ragtime tunes.
Day 3 found us at Palo Corona, a former golf
course, overgrown and varied habitat, with many
warblers and the endemic California
Thrasher. Some other birds new to me were
California Towhee, Nuttall's Woodpecker,
Heerman's Gull, Brandt's Cormorant, and Elegant
Tern. A free afternoon took me to the Monterey
Aquarium, which has a very nice aviary in addition
to their Kelp Forest, sharks, jellyfish, and sea
otters. I did my first ever Uber ride back to Hidden
Valley!
The fourth and last day on this short tour was a full
day, with a morning at Moonglow Dairy which
sounds strange but the containment ponds of salt
water were loaded with waterfowl and shore
birds. Long-billed and Short-billed Dowitchers,
Least and Western Sandpipers, Shovelers, Bluewinged and Green-winged Teal, Great and Snowy
Egrets and Great Blue Herons, had us so busy that
we didn't mind the aroma. We found some
Tricolored Blackbirds among the Red-winged and
Brewer's Blackbirds.

Brandt’s Cormorant, Janice Rogers, 09/2021

California Towhee, Janice Rogers, 09/2021

We drove to the shore, ate lunch, and boarded a 25
passenger boat for a 2 hour tour of Elkhorn Slough,
the first estuarine sanctuary in the United
States. This wetland habitat contains hundreds of
Brandt's Cormorants, Marbled Godwits, Longbilled Curlew and Sea Otters. A great way to end
the trip. The weather for four days was good, foggy
in the morning which I did not expect but it burned
off early. The people were great, not all as excited
to see new birds as some of us, so we didn't have to
fight for the spotting scope. The guide, Rick
Fournier, is highly recommended. If you see his
name on a tour anywhere, go for it. If you have any
questions about the tour, I'm glad to talk to you.
Califorina Thrasher, Janice Rogers, 09/2021

Brainard Lake, Jane Baryames, 06/30/21

Old South Saint Vrain Road, Jane Baryames,
07/21/21

Cedar Waxwing, Jane Baryames, 07/21/21

Hermit Thrush, Jane Baryames, 06/30/21

Wilson’s Warbler, Jane Baryames, 06/30/21

Meyer’s Gulch, Jane Baryames, 06/23/21

Rufous Hummingbird, Jane Baryames 07/21/21

Calliope Hummingbird, Jane Baryames, 07/21/21

Caribou Ranch, Jane Baryames, 09/22/21

Vesper Sparrow, Jane Baryames, 08/04/21

Squirrel, Nancy Morrison, 09/22/21
Moose, Nancy Morrison, 09/22/21

