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Hello BBC Members! I’m your President for 2021. Most of 
you know me through my three years as Newsletter Editor 
and two years as Field Trip Coordinator. We’ve got a great 
group of club members, and we’re all looking forward to 
birding together (and drinking coffee together afterwards) 
again soon, hopefully in time for spring migration.  Thanks 
to outgoing President, Sharon Norfleet, for keeping the 
Club together through the difficult year of 2020, and Field 
Trip Coordinator, Gary Baxley, for all of the time he spent 
organizing the socially distanced small group outings.

What kind of birding year will the Club have in 2021? 
Necessary Covid restrictions make the year 2021 very hard 
to predict, as evidenced by our “Species Seer” guesses as to
the number of birds we’ll see on Club Outings this year, 
which ranged from a low of 155 to a high of 220. Until we 
can once again resume group field trips, any time three or 
more members are birding together in our area, any species 
seen shall count as official club species for our 2021 list.  
Under this new policy, we’ve already got some very good 
birds on our list for the 2021 year (which starts the day after
the annual Christmas Party): Northern Parula, Red-bellied 
Woodpecker and Barrow’s Goldeneye.

Eight Club members participated in the Area 3 segment of 
the Boulder Audubon Christmas Count this year, giving us 
a good start on this year’s list. Although the official results 
of the entire 15 mile-diameter Boulder circle count are not 
yet complete, it looks like a few more than 100 species 
were sighted. Interesting observations included the low 
numbers of Robins and Waxwings, and similar lows for 
hawks. It’s interesting to think about why this might be. 
The best answer I’ve heard is that this summer’s drought 
resulted in the presence of relatively few berries and fruits 
on local trees and bushes in December, leading the Robins 
and Waxwings who usually spend the winter here to fly off 
to somewhere else with easier pickings. Prey for hawks 
may similarly be down after the summer drought. Pine 
Siskins, both Chickadees, House Finches, White-breasted 
Nuthatches, Flickers and Crows, on the other hand, were 
present in higher numbers than usual.

Winter is a very interesting time for birding in our area. 
Keep an eye out for the many birds we can only see in the 
winter, like Northern Shrike, Rough-legged Hawk, Tundra 
and Trumpeter Swans, Long-tailed Duck, Herring and 
Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Loons, White-fronted and 
Snow Geese, and Tree Sparrow. An exceptional irruption of
northern finches in the Northeast and Midwest has been 
reported this winter, so perhaps some of them will stray our 
way (keep your eyes out for Redpolls and Bohemian 
Waxwings). If we’re really lucky, a Snowy Owl will show 
up.  If all else fails, there’s always our abundant winter 
flocks of Cackling Geese (who actually do cackle while 
flocks fly overhead to feed in the local fields, while their 
Canada cousins honk, and tend to be more urban).

Hope to see you out on the birding trails soon, Dick.
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Boulder Bird Club Donations 2021

During the year-end board meeting the club officers review 
the list of organizations to which donations are to be made.
For 2021 the Colorado Field Organization has established 
the Joe Roller Memorial Grant to support avian research in 
Colorado and honor the memory of the long-time Colorado 
birder. Scott Somershoe will be doing a Green Big Year, a 
green (carbon-free) birding initiative aiming for 250 bird 
species by only walking or riding his bike from his home in 
Littleton, Jefferson County. The Boulder Bird Club will 
pledge a donation of $2.00 per species.
Also donations will be made to:
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies $350
Birds of Prey Foundation $250
Cal-Wood Education Center $500
CARRI $250
Cornell Lab of Ornithology $250
CU Museum of Natural History $100
Denver Museum of Nature and Science (Ornithology)$100

79th Annual Boulder Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, December 20, 2020
by Richard Pautsch

We had a great day December 20th. While participants in 
other sectors of the Boulder Christmas Count had to hold 
onto trees to keep from getting blown away, winds were 
calm in our area in the morning, and it was warmer than 
some years. And we managed to smash our previous record 
of 27 species with 32!  

Notable were the lack of Hawks, Robins and Goldfinches, 
and the abundance of Crows and Starlings hanging around 
the Frat houses. There were also lots of Black-capped 
Chickadees, House Finches, Pine Siskins, and White-
breasted Nuthatches. The only likely birds we missed were 
Cedar Waxwing and Pygmy Nuthatch. Luckily, Richard 
spotted one Canada Goose flying overhead, and Jane got 
our only hawk of the day, a Red-tailed.

We added 5 new birds to our count area list: White-
crowned Sparrow, Pine Siskin (not sure how we've missed 
that one in previous years), Cassin's Finch (the one Lonny 
spotted was the only Cassin's Finch reported in the Boulder 

Christmas Count Zoom Compilation Meeting, although 
they were still waiting on more feeder-watcher reports and 
there could be more), and, surprise, Ring-necked Duck and 
American Wigeon.

The Covid-19 rules for the count actually seemed to work 
better for us than the more social wandering around as a 
group we've done in previous years. We saw a lot more 
birds with everyone covering a separate area, and people 
seemed to have fun thoroughly searching their own area. I 
think we'll follow the same plan next year, and break to get 
together for brunch/coffee at Chautauqua in mid-
morning, where we can share notes and strategize for the 
rest of the day.

Species Seer 2020 Trophy Winner

Congratulations to Teresa Gehring for guessing the closest 
number of species seen on BBC field trips.
Nancy Morrison kindly took on the task of getting Teresa's 
name engraved on the trophy and presented it to her during 
a short birding outing at Walden Ponds. Teresa said she 
plans to "enjoy the little things, and birdwatching fits that 
category; it has brought us so much joy and mental sanity. 
But, what would make us happier is getting out more as a 
club in 2021." Don't we all agree with that!

Teresa Gehring, Dec. 23, 2020 © Nancy Morrison
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Welcome New Members
Donna and Gary Busching
Julia and Steve Luerman
Pamela and Jonathon Lurie

We will look forward to meeting you!



From Your Newsletter Editor

As the BBC Newsletter Editor I would like to extend an 
invitation to all of our members for submissions to future
newsletter editions. Please do not hesitate to participate 
in this as an interesting enhancement to the content of 
our newsletter. If you have a story about a bird outing or 
trip this year I invite you to submit them to me for 
consideration for publication. Hopefully, as the year 
progresses this will provide many of you with the 
opportunity to share your experiences. What better way 
to celebrate 2021! We must celebrate! Let us all continue
the optimism we have worked and hoped for during 2020
into this New Year. As the year progresses and if you are
able to travel locally or farther afield to bird I welcome 
your stories! I'm so looking forward to your adventures! 
Of course, photos are also welcome.
Happy Birding!
Sharon Norfleet

Red-bellied Woodpecker, 12/15/2020, Superior, CO
© Nancy Morrison
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Winter Field Trips
On first Sunday, we have 3 and only 3 groups of six 
each. Everyone wears cloth masks and practices social 
distancing. One group will meet at the east end of the 
Cottonwood Marsh parking area, one at the west end of 
Cottonwood Marsh parking area and one at the 
Heatherwood trail parking area at 75th and Boulder 
Creek. We will start at 8:30 am to insure everyone can 
park. Only 18 people can participate.

People will have to sign up. The email sign up time will 
start at   11:30 AM on Friday and end at NOON  , before
the first Sunday date. First come, first served. Email  
janeb1952@gmail.com.

One person from each group will lead. When all slots 
are filled, I will send an email informing everyone.
Your participation on a Boulder Bird Club field trip 
declares that you will assume full responsibility for your
own welfare, and will in no way hold any trip leaders, 
drivers or the Club responsible for you in any situation.

Sunday, January 3, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Dress for whatever the weather may be. Bring 
binoculars, a scope, a bird book if you’d like, something 
to drink, and a snack if you think you’ll get hungry.

Sunday, February 7, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Dress for whatever the weather may be. Bring 
binoculars, a scope, a bird book if you’d like, something 
to drink, and a snack if you think you’ll get hungry.

Sunday, March 7, 2021
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:30 am to around 11:00 am
Dress for whatever the weather may be. Bring 
binoculars, a scope, a bird book if you’d like, something 
to drink, and a snack if you think you’ll get hungry.
 



Mountain Chickadee. 12/20/2020, © Jane Baryames

Barrow's Goldeneye, 12/9/2020, S. Platte R. © P. Ridgeway

Great Horned Owl, 9/30/2020, Stearns Lake © P. Ridgeway

Ross's x Cackling Goose hybrid, 12/15 2020, Stearns Lake, © 
Jane Baryames

Hairy Woodpecker, 12/20/2020, © Jane Baryames

Northern Harrier, 12/21/2020, Pella Crossing © P.Ridgeway
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Northern Parula, 12/9/2020, S. Platte River © P. Ridgeway

Green-winged Teal 12/9/2020, S. Platte R. © P. Ridgeway

Steller's Jay, 12/20/2020, © Jane Baryames

Annual Membership Renewal

It's that time again...to renew your BBC Membership for 
2021. If you missed the email reminder sent by the 
Membership Coordinator, Kendal Lyon, on Dec. 10 you can
find the Renewal Form at:

boulderbirdclub.org
Scroll down to How to Become a Member and click on the 
PDF file which will bring up the form. Disregard the year 
on the form. You can use it for 2021.

Thank you for your membership.
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