
 
President’s letter – Winter 2020 
 
Winter Greetings and welcome to the new year. 
The past fall season brought out a lot of 
enthusiastic birders to Roadcreepers and First 
Sundays, so I hope the enthusiasm carries through 
the next few months. We have a couple of Saturday 
field trips scheduled for January and February that 
I’m sure many of you will be interested in attending. 
 
This past year the club acquired 6 new Motorola 
Talkabout Rechargeable 2-way Radios. They come 
in handy when birding during driving tours. These 
walkie talkies replace the very old, worn out and 
mostly non-working radios. Additionally, the club 
has a new lighter set up for the Kowa Scope. The 
Benro panhead and composite fiber tripod is a little 
lighter which makes carrying the scope quite a bit 
easier. 
 
The BBC Board welcomes Barbara Brown and 
Kendal Lyon as co-Membership Chair. They have 
taken this on as Nancy Ries Morrison decided she 
needed a break after nearly 7 years of handling 
membership, as well as pitching in on many other 
tasks. Many thanks to Nancy for her dedication and 
hard work. 
 
Also, thanks to all the BBC Board, trip leaders and 
the membership at large for keeping us going as a 
birding (and social) group. I personally enjoy our 
outings, so I’ll see everyone out on the birding trail. 
Let’s make it a good year. 
 
Sharon Norfleet 
BBC President 

 

 

 
 
BBC Officers and Coordinators 

 
President  
Sharon Norfleet  720-273-5689 
gary_baxley@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President  
Lonny Frye    303-931-9131 
lonnyfrye@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer  
Elease Miller    303-530-4376 
dem7340@gmail.com 
  
Secretary  
Janice Rogers   207-522-8044 
boborjanice@yahoo.com 
 
Field Trip Coordinator 
Gary Baxley    720-244-4980. 
gary_baxley@yahoo.com 
 
Birding Lists 
Karen Axe   720-363-8003 
karenaxe@mac.com 
 
Newsletter  
Jane Baryames  303-910-0293 
janeb1952@gmail.com 
 
Membership  
Barbara Brown  303-440-4775 
myembstitch@gmail.com 
Kendal Lyon   808-494-4732 
kgardens4@gmail.com 

 
 

Welcome, new members! 
Eileen Baker, Windsor, CO 
Megan Day, Lafayette, CO 
Vivian and Rob Dullien, Boulder CO 
Adrian Lakin, Mead, CO 

 
 

BOULDER BIRD CLUB 

NEWSLETTER 
http://www.boulderbirdclub.org  

Dedicated to the Field Observation of 

Birds Since 1947 

January – March 2020 

 

mailto:lonnyfrye@gmail.com
mailto:dem7340@gmail.com
mailto:boborjanice@yahoo.com
mailto:janeb1952@gmail.com
http://www.boulderbirdclub.org/


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Thank you, Lonny and Vivienne, for 

hosting the annual Holiday Party at 

your home once again! We 

appreciate your generous 

hospitality! And, thank you, Peter 

Ridgeway, Barbara Brown and 

Carolyn Beach for the interesting 

slide show of your bird photos from 

Florida, Texas and New Mexico! 

 

ATTENTION: This is the last BBC 

newsletter to be delivered via USPS 

mail. Starting in the spring, it will 

only be delivered to you via email! It 

will also be available on our website: 

www.boulderbirdclub.org  

 

***Annual Dues*** 
The renewal form for your membership is 

enclosed. Please take a moment and send 
the annual $10 dues to Kendal Lyon soon: 

Boulder Bird Club 
P.O. Box 270269 
Louisville CO 80027 

 

ANNUAL SPECIES SEER TROPHY 

 

 

Sharon Norfleet took home the Species Seer 
trophy from the BBC Christmas party. Her 

guess of species was closest to our BBC 

2019 field trip total of 188.  

We saw a Pink-footed Goose and a Long-
tailed Duck back in January at the Milavec 

Reservoir in Frederick, and a Varied Thrush 
on Bosque Court in Boulder, some of the 

remarkable birds we saw last year. We never 
did see a Sandhill Crane or any of the terns 
in 2019. Let’s see what our field trip 

coordinator, Gary Baxley, can find for us in 
2020!  Submit your guess for the number of 

species we’ll see in 2020 by year-end to: 

rjpautsch@gmail.com  

 

Here’s the Winter Field Trip 

line-up: 
 

Sunday January 5, 2020 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 

WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around 
11:30 am (ending time depends on the 
weather and the birds) 

Leader: Janice Rogers (207)-522-8044 
boborjanice@yahoo.com 

This should be a fun way to begin the new 
birding year! Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh 
parking lot (at the end of the Walden Ponds 

Road, off 75th just south of Jay). Bring 
binoculars, clothes to match the weather, 

something to drink and a snack if you think 
you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 
 

 
 

Saturday January 18, 2020 
OUR ANNUAL DUCKAPALOOZA ALONG 
THE SOUTH PLATTE RIVER, 8:30 am 

Leaders: Diane Carter 303-427-3371 
Deecar7@gmail.com  and Carolyn Beach. 

Meet at 8:30 am at East Boulder Rec. Center 
for carpooling. MEETING SPOT on the Platte: 

78th & Steele St. (Take Washington St. to 
78th. Drive east to a sharp right turn north 
on Steele. Park in the lot on the east of 

Steele.) We’ll walk up to 2 miles on paved 
trail along the river (note: there are no 

restrooms along the trail). There’s a 
possibility of seeing 17 waterfowl species 
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including Barrow’s Goldeneye. We will bird 
until about 11:00. There will be an optional 

coffee stop at Boyer’s coffee on Washington 
Street and 76th after birding. 

 
Sunday February 2, 2020 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 

WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around 
11:30 am 

Leader: Dick Pautsch 303-818-5711 
ripautsch@gmail.com   
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot 

(at the end of the Walden Ponds Road, off 
75th just south of Jay). Bring binoculars, 

clothes to match the weather, something to 
drink and a snack if you think you’ll get 
hungry. Everyone welcome. 

 
Saturday February 8, 2020  
WINTER MOUNTAIN BIRDS IN 

ALLENSPARK, 8:00 am 
Leader: Rolf Hertenstein 
rfherten@gmail.com 

Rolf Hertenstein will take us to Allenspark on 
a search for winter mountain birds. We’ll 

look for Evening and Pine Grosbeaks, Gray 
Jays and Clark’s Nutcrackers, Hairy 
Woodpeckers and Cassin’s Finches, plus the 

resident flock of Wild Turkeys at feeders on 
our walk through Allenspark. Due to limited 

parking in Lyons, it is strongly suggested 
that you carpool there. Meet at East Boulder 

Rec at 8:00 a.m., or at the dirt parking lot 
next to the fire station at 3rd and Railroad 
Ave, where we’ll join up with our leader Rolf. 

We’ll stop to warm up with coffee or lunch at 
a mountain café after a morning’s birding 

and return to Boulder by mid-afternoon. 
Sunday March 1, 2020 
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 

WILDLIFE HABITAT 9:00 am to around 
11:30 am 

Leader:  Paula Hansley 
redstart.paula@gmail.com  
With luck, there will be some open water 

filled with ducks beginning to think about 
heading north. Meet at the Cottonwood 

Marsh parking lot (at the end of the Walden 
Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay). 
Bring binoculars, clothes to match the 

weather, something to drink and a snack if 

you think you’ll get hungry. Everyone 
welcome. 

 

 
Hooded Merganser with fish, Cottonwood Marsh, 11-6-
19, ©Jane Baryames  

 

Wednesday morning Road 
Creepers 
 

We will meet each Wednesday morning this 
winter through April 10th at 8:30 am at the 
northwest corner of the parking lot of the 

East Boulder Recreation Center (5660 Sioux 
Drive, Boulder). We’ll decide where to go, 

organize carpools, and try to leave by 8:35 
am, so please be on time. The trips are not 
strenuous and usually involve strolling on 

trails while looking for birds and other items 
of natural history interest. New birders are 

welcome!  
 
Bring a little money to chip in for carpooling 

if warranted, and to buy yourself a cup of 
coffee afterward. Most trips return to the 

EBRC parking lot by 11:00 am, then we head 
to Big Daddy’s Bagels in the Meadows 

Shopping Center for coffee (if it’s really cold, 
we’ll go to Big Daddy’s earlier). 
 

NOTE:  We’ve got some hearty members in 
the group, so the weather has to be pretty 

bad for our trips to be cancelled. A couple of 
people almost always show up, as long as 
we’re not having a blizzard. If in doubt, call 

leader or check our www.boulderbirdclub.org  
site at Yahoo Groups. 
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BUTTERFLIES OF THE COLORADO FRONT RANGE:  

A Photographic Guide to 100 Species, 2nd Edition 

by Janet R. Chu and Stephen R. Jones 

120 color photos                        $5.99 

Order the eBook from Apple Books, Amazon, 

Kobo.com, BarnesandNoble.com 

This newly expanded edition includes twenty 

additional species of these eye-catching insects. 

Striking photos and clear descriptions make it easy 

to identify 100 species frequently observed from 

the Wyoming border to Pueblo. A month-by-month 

chart reveals when and where to look for your 

favorite butterflies. Hyperlinks make it easy to 

compare and identify similar species. 

The print version of this guide is in the 

works and will be available in early 2020! 

 

 
Common Alpine – photo taken near Cal-Wood at Jan 
Chu’s annual Fourth of July Butterfly count 2019 
©Jane Baryames 

 
Janice Rogers in Columbia 

Colombia, the country with the most species 

of birds in the world, almost 1900 and 
counting. I’ve wanted to visit northeast 
Colombia for the birds and beautiful 

landscapes for a few years and finally joined 
Rockjumper Tours for 12 days of birding in 

October. Eight birders and 2 guides traveled 
in the lowlands and mountains, beginning in 
Cartagena and ending in Valledupar, along 

the Caribbean coast, in the hot dry inland, 
and on the cold and rainy mountain tops of 

the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta and the 
northern Andes. The roads up the mountains 

were rough and the accommodations on the 
last 3 nights in the Andes were primitive 
(meaning no Wi-Fi and not much hot water) 

but I saw 305 species including 141 lifers. 
Among my favorites are quetzals, motmots, 

trogons, toucans, hummingbirds, and more 
specifically, a flock of about 25 Military 
Macaws that landed in nearby trees, eating, 

squawking, flying in groups of 3 or 4, so 
beautiful in the sunlight.  The grand 

landscape, handsome people, delicious food, 
and of course the birds make me highly 
recommend a trip to Colombia for any 

birder. - Janice Rogers 

 
White-tipped Quetzal



 

Black-throated Green Warbler, 2915 Baseline, 10-23-
2019, ©Peter Ridgeway 

 
 

 

Townsend's Warbler, 2915 Baseline, 10-23-2019, 
©Peter Ridgeway 

 
 

 

Juvenile Snow Goose, Duck Pond, 11-6-2019, ©Jane 
Baryames 

 

Are you interested in helping Boulder 

County Nature Association find new 
sales outlets for publications, serve the 
outlets we already have, and manage 

distributions? BCNA’s Publications 
Committee is looking for sales and 

marketing volunteer help. We currently 
have three sales items: 

• Dragonflies of the Colorado 

Front Range: A Photographic 
Guide (paperback) 

• Dawn Chorus in the Colorado 
Rockies (CD) 

• Just released: the second edition of 

Butterflies of the Colorado Front 
Range (e-book format). The print 

copy will be released in a couple of 
months. 

 

Please contact books@bcna.org for more 
information. 

 

 

 
Belted Kingfisher, Walden Ponds complex,11-3-2019, 
©Peter Ridgeway 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
107 species of birds were found on the 78th Annual 
Boulder Audubon Christmas Count on December 15.  
The most unusual sightings were a Say's Phoebe, a 
Cardinal, a Chihuahuan Raven and a "count week" 
Wilson's Warbler. None of our most sought-after winter 
birds (Redpolls, Bohemian Waxwings, Barrow's 
Goldeneye, Northern Shrike) had arrived yet. Other 
notable misses were Northern Pintail, Horned Lark, 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Western and Horned Grebes, 
and Double-crested Cormorant. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Bald Eagle, Boulder Reservoir, 12-4 2019, ©Peter 
Ridgeway 

 

 
Great Horned Owl, Heatherwood Trail, 10-16-19, 

©Barbara Brown 

 

 
Northern Flicker, Walden Ponds Complex, 11-6-19, 
©Peter Ridgeway 

 

 
Great Egret, Boulder Reservoir, 10-9-19, ©Peter 
Ridgeway 
 

 

Check out the Boulder Bird Club 

Facebook page to see photos from our 

weekly field trips and special events. 
 

 

 
 

 
Great Blue Heron, Boulder Reservoir, 10-9-19, ©Peter 

Ridgeway 


