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Presidents Letter
The weather again this year was unreasonable, with early 
warmth and then late snow. The First Sunday of May at 
Walden Ponds had us walking in slush.

Once again, now for the third year in a row we repeated 
our now traditional Kick-off for the Road-runners, with the 
April 20th Chautauqua birding walk, followed by brunch at 
the Chautauqua Dining Hall.

And again, we were anxious to learn whether or not the 
Lewis Woodpeckers had returned and sure enough, they 
were back atop the Hog-back, east of Eldorado Mountain 
for the third year in a row. This year as we hiked in to see 
them this year we discovered a Dusky Grouse.

Other special Spring sightings for the Bird Club included a 
Logger-head Shrike on the Pawnee Grasslands, a daylight 
resting Nighthawk at Betasso and a Black Bear in Skunk 
Canyon.

I would like to remind everyone to remember to submit 
your bird photos so that the Newsletter editor has a goodly
supply of images to include in the publication and in the 
supplementary on-line version. In fact, now that so many 
members have good cameras and access to imaging 
processing software, we should, as a club, try to build a 
portfolio of images of local (say Boulder or Colorado) birds. 
The images could be accompanied by meta-data 
information on time and location of the sightings. We will 
set up the system to enable this to be done. The portfolio 
could include not only the really good photogenic images, 
but also any less-than-photogenic images of rare or 
unusual birds just to make a record of their presence.

Tony Delany
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Welcome New Members
Beth McKinney Longmont
Ronnie Podolefsky Lyons
Reina Enloe Snyder Boulder
Kristen Lockyear Boulder
Tom Marr Longmont
Mike, Carol, Nicole & Matthew Davis Erie

Glad to have you all in the Club and hope to see you
on a Field Trip soon!
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Summer Field Trip Schedule
As an experiment there is now a Google Calendar 
containing the Boulder Bird Club trip schedule. If you use 
Google Calendar, you may find this to be a convenient way 
to keep track of events. From Google Calendar, you can add
it by using this email in “Add a friend's calendar”: 
ruin37hbgh6dlit8tjf7di8vf4@group.calendar.google.com

Our Summer calendar begins with nesting birds raising 
their young in July, the first southbound migrants 
(shorebirds) in August, the southerly migration of songbirds
in the first half of September, then ends with the return of 
our first wintering ducks (teal) at the end of September. 
We’ve tried to schedule trips to see all of these, along with 
the birds of the high mountains we haven’t yet seen this 
year. Here’s the line-up:

SUNDAY JULY 3
FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN WILDLIFE HABITAT
8:00 am to around 10:30 am
Leader: Dick Pautsch rjpautsch@gmail.com
Our local breeding birds should be nesting now, but still 
singing to proclaim their territories. Meet at the 
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of the Walden 
Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay). Bring binoculars, a 
scope if you’d like, something to drink, and a snack if you 
think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome.

Roadrunners Wednesday Outings
Meet at 7:30 am sharp at the northwest corner of the 
parking lot of the East Boulder Recreation Center (5660 
Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 80303) for carpooling unless 
otherwise specified. We will try to leave by 7:35 am, so 
please be on time. Bring a little money to chip in for 
carpooling (suggest 30 cents a mile divided by the total 
number of people in the car), and for coffee afterward. 
Most trips return to the EBRC parking lot by 11:00 am We 
may return later when we go farther afield.

WEDNESDAY JULY 6
STAUNTON RANCH
Leaders: Diane Carter (303-427-3371) and Carolyn Beach 
(303-443-0129)
This is a new trip to our newest state park, which has upper
elevation birds and lovely scenery. Arrive at the rec center 
at 7:20 am to arrange carpools. A state parks pass is 
required or a $7 fee. We will leave the rec center promptly 
at 7:30am. Bring a lunch to enjoy at the park before we 
head home. We plan to be back in Boulder by 2:00 pm.

WEDNESDAY JULY 13

CRESCENT MEADOWS
Leaders: Tony and Claire Delany
Tony and Claire Delany will lead us up a wooded trail to a 
delightful spot in the western section of El Dorado Canyon 
State Park. With luck, we might see or hear Dusky Grouse 
on our walk. Due to the nature of the trail and it’s co-use as
a mountain bike trail, we may break into more than one 
group if there are more than 10 of us. We’ll car pool up 
Coal Creek Road to the trail head parking lot near Gross 
Reservoir with people who have State Park passes.

WEDNESDAY JULY 20
Leader: Davis
A Visit to the Davis Home to photograph Hummingbirds 
and see Pinon Jays. Davis lives in the foothills above Lyons, 
and has one of the most amazing backyard bird habitats 
around. There will be lots of hummingbirds at his feeders 
for our photographers, and Pinon Jays are regulars. Meet at
East Boulder Rec at ---, and we’ll do a bit of birding around 
Lyons before heading up to Davis’ place.

SATURDAY JULY 23
Leader: Amy Chu
A Chance to see Butterflies! Amy Chu is leading a Boulder 
Audubon expedition in search of butterflies of the Colorado
mountains at Caribou Ranch. You could see Queen 
Alexandra’s Sulphurs, Blues and Coppers, various 
Checkerspots, Northern Crescents, Fritillaries, Wood 
Nymphs, Common Ringlets, and perhaps a late Parnassian. 
Meet at the Nederland free parking lot (on the right side 
after the roundabout) at 9 a.m. Finish around noon.

WEDNESDAY JULY 27
Leader: Carolyn Beach (303-443-0129)
Rocky Mountain National Park. Carolyn Beach will lead us 
through Hollowell Park, where we will focus on the 
wetlands and willow carrs, hoping to see Rufous 
Hummingbird, Red-naped Sapsucker, White-crowned, Fox 
and Lincoln’s Sparrows, and Wilson’s and MacGillivray’s 
Warblers. We will check some other birdy spots as well, 
with a stop at the hummingbird feeders at the Fawnbrook 
Inn on the way home. We will aim to return to Boulder 
around 2:00.

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 3
Leader: Dick Pautsch rjpautsch@gmail.com
Above Timberline, led by Dick Pautsch. We will bookend 
our June 1 Pawnee Grassland trip with a journey to the 
opposite extreme, where we will look for the unique 
species that live above timberline—Brown-capped Rosy 
Finches, American Pipits, and White-tailed Ptarmigan (with 
emphasis on “look for”). We will also check out the next 
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ecological zone down, the Spruce-Fir forest, for the group 
of birds residing there, including Olive-sided and 
Hammond’s Flycatchers, Gray Jays, Three-toed 
Woodpecker, Hermit Thrush, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, and 
Pine Grosbeaks.

SUNDAY AUGUST 7
Leader: Lonnie Frye
7th Annual BBC Summer Picnic following First Sunday at 
Walden, 8:00 a.m.
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of 
the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay) for 
birding, and at the picnic shelter around 10:30 a.m. for 
food and friendship. Bring a dish to share. The Club will 
provide drinks. Everyone welcome.

This year’s crop of birds should be out of their nests by 
now. Perhaps a Green Heron will be lurking in the cattails. 
Raptors should be riding the thermals overhead.

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 10
Leader: Gary Baxley (gary_baxley@yahoo.com)
Gary Baxley will take us behind the scenes of the 
Ornithology Department of the Denver Natural History 
Museum, where the museum’s Curator of Ornithology, will 
give us a tour. We’ll also look at the Double-crested 
Cormorant and Black-crowned Night Heron colonies in City 
Park. Please let Gary know in advance if you plan to 
attend so that he can tell the museum how many people 
to expect. Also please be aware that there will be an 
entrance fee at the museum.

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 17
Leader: Jane Baryames
Returning Shorebirds, led by Jane Baryames (with 
assistance from Diane Carter). We will switch gears to look 
for the first migrants of the fall season, exploring shallow 
ponds east of Greeley which typically host a variety of 
shorebirds. We’ll check e-bird to see where the birds are 
before we go. Likely species include Solitary, Least, 
Pectoral, Baird’s and Stilt Sandpipers, Long-billed 
Dowitcher, Marbled Godwit, both Yellowlegs, Avocets, and 
Black-necked Stilts. A great chance to learn about 
identifying challenging fall shorebirds!

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24
Leader: Kevin Clark 
TBD

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 31
Leader: Ruth McCorrison
Ruth McCorrison will take us to Meyer’s Homestead Trail 

(aka Gulch) at Walker Ranch (or to a current hot-spot if an 
unusual bird is in our area).

FIRST SUNDAY 8 AM SEPTEMBER 4
Leader: TBD
We should see some shorebirds (our earliest migrants) and 
perhaps some fall migrant songbirds. Meet at the 
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of the Walden 
Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay). Bring binoculars, a 
scope if you’d like, something to drink, and a snack if you 
think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 7
Leader: TBD
We may visit the Bird Banding Station at Barr Lake State 
Park to learn about fall migrants and the science of 
banding.  Alternatively, we will check our favorite migrating
land bird spots near Boulder to see what's arrived.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 14
Leader: Jim Fischer
Migrating Songbirds, led by Jim Fischer. Jim will take us to 
one of his favorite spots, the Wheat Ridge Greenbelt, to 
look for Warblers, Flycatchers, and a variety of other birds 
heading south for the winter.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 21
Leader: Jane Baryames
Raptor Migration, led by Jane Baryames [and possibly Carl 
Starace] will take us to Rabbit Mountain (east of Lyons), a 
prime spot for migrating raptors. While watching the skies, 
we’ll also look to the drier Mountain Mahogany, Yucca and 
Cactus habitat at Rabbit Mountain for Rock Wrens, Green-
tailed Towhees, Sage Thrashers, and other drier habitat 
birds.

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 28
Leader: Martin Gerra.
We’ll look for the first returning waterfowl of the fall 
season at our favorite local spots—Sombrero Marsh, Teller 
Farms Lake, Walden/Sawhill, and other likely spots. All 
three Teal should be back, along with a few “early bird” 
ducks.

BBC Newsletter July – September 2016 Page 3



BBC Newsletter July – September 2016 Page 4

Common Nighthawk, Pawnee Natl Grasslands, 6/1/16

Northern Shrike, Pawnee Natl Grasslands, 6/1/16

Western Meadowlark, Pawnee Natl Grasslands, 6/1/16

Feeding the horses at Old St. Vrain

Bird Walk at Old St. Vrain

Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Skunk Canyon Trail, 5/18/16



BBC Newsletter July – September 2016 Page 5

Heil Ranch, 5/25/16

Lewis Woodpecker

Dusky Grouse
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