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As noted in the Winter 2016 Newsle er, we have begun to search through the Boulder Bird Club archives; many boxes full of papers. Art Wainwright, one of the Club’s previous Presidents has been helping and we have unearthed 24 old printed Newsle ers. These have been scanned into digital format and eventually they will be included in the on-line archive accessed via the Boulder Bird Club web site.
From the current Newsle er back to 2008 all of the full Newsle ers are available on-line. From 2007 back to 2003 only the Calendars, showing the dates and mes of BBC events are on-line. From 2007 back to 2003 and for 1993 and 1994 full Newsle ers have been scanned and will be on-line. We have not yet located many of the old printed edi on and ask againif anyone has any of the missing documents stashed away in old family records. Please email to Tony.
It would be nice if we could document the Club’s history back to its founding in 1947 and make it accessible to all. Maybe the NSA could help, they probably have it all on record. Tony Delany

 PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES

BBC Officers And Coordinators
President Tony Delany 303-494-8190  acdelany@live.comVice President Lonny Frye  303-931-9131  lonny_frye@yahoo.comTreasurer Elease Miller 303-530-4376 Secretary Jane Baryames 303-910-0293janeb1952  @gmail.com  Field Trip Dick Pautsch 303-818-5711 Coordinator rjpautsch@gmail.comBirding Lists Carolyn Beach 303-443-0129clbeach415@earthlink.netNewsle er Lars Buur 303-585-0346lmbuur@gmail.comMembership Nancy Ries Morrison 303-396-2412bbclubmembership  @gmail.c  om

Welcome New Members
Greg Miller BoulderMa hew Boyer BoulderMelissa Pluss BoulderCharmaine Kleiber Lafaye e
Glad to have you all in the Club and hope to see youon a Field Trip soon!

Immature Bald Eagle, Barr Lake, February, TonyDelany

White-crowned Sparrow, Ira Sander's yard, Golden,December, Jane Baryames



Spring Field Trip Schedule
Although the average daily high temperature in Boulder in April is 63 and May’s average high is 72, spring is a highly variable season in the Rockies, and winter snows can reappear at any me (this must be even more confusing to the birds than it is to us). Our spring birding season starts with the waterfowl migra on, followed by shorebirds, and then the returnof our resident warblers, bun ngs, longspurs, and vireos, sprinkled with migra ng landbirds on their waynorth. We have tried to put together a trip schedule which will give us a good chance of seeing all of these.
APRIL 3FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN WILDLIFE HABITAT9:00 am to around 11:30 amLeader: Dick Pautsch rjpautsch@gmail.comMeet at the Co onwood Marsh parking lot (at the endof the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay).This should be a good day for ducks, with shorebirds apossibility  as  well.  Dress  for  whatever  the  weathermay  be.  Bring  binoculars,  a  scope  if  you’d  like,something to drink, and a snack if you think you’ll gethungry. Everyone welcome.
APRIL 6Roadcreepers meet at 8:30 am at the East Boulder RecCenter (NW corner of the main parking lot). We willdiscuss and choose the des na on in a more-or-lessdemocra c manner  once we get  there and organizecar pools. Those who so desire will  get  together forcoffee a erwards at Big Daddy’s Bagel’s in the nearbyMeadows Shopping Center.
APRIL 13Roadcreepers meet at 8:30 am at the East Boulder RecCenter (NW corner of the main parking lot). We mayventure  farther  afield  in  search  of  migra ngshorebirds.
Roadrunners Wednesday Ou ngs Begin on April 20! Note me change to 7:30 amRoadrunners is off and running beginning April 20. Meet at 7:30 am sharp at the northwest corner of the parking lot of the East Boulder Recrea on Center (5660 Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 80303) for carpooling unless otherwise specified. We will try to leave by 7:35, so please be on me. Bring a li le money to chipin for carpooling (suggest 30 cents a mile divided by the total number of people in the car), and for coffee a erward. Most trips return to the EBRC parking lot by 11:00 am We may return later when we go farther afield.
APRIL 20Our first Roadrunners trip of the year will begin with a birding walk at Chautauqua led by Jane Baryames, followed by brunch on the veranda of the Chautauquarestaurant. This has become an annual event to begin our spring birding season.

APRIL 27Fowler Trail, El Dorado Canyon State Park, led by Tony Delany. We’ll look for early migrants, including Swi s, Swallows, and Wrens, and scan for Falcons nes ng on the cliffs.
MAY 1First Sunday Birding at Walden, led by JD Birchmeier.NOTE NEW “SUMMER HOURS” START TIME OF 8:00 am We’ll see migrants, arriving residents, and shouldfind some shorebirds.The entrance to Walden Pond is off of 75th, just south of Jay Road and north of Valmont Road where BoulderCreek crosses 75th. Meet at Co onwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 AM, bird un l 11 or so. Bring binoculars, a scope if you like, something to drink and a snack if you think you’ll be hungry. Everyone welcome.
MAY 4Wheat Ridge Greenbelt, led by Jim Fischer. Jim will take us to one of his favorite birding spots. The riparian habitat of the Greenbelt should be excellent for migra ng and resident landbirds at the beginning of May. This will be a good opportunity for some birding-by-ear prac ce. We will carpool from East Boulder Rec to Prospect Park to meet Jim.
MAY 11Old St. Vrain Road, led by Ruth McCorrison. A popular BBC spot featuring both riparian birds and cliff dwellers (plus possible Wild Turkeys). A prime migrant date!
MAY 18Carolyn Beach will lead us up Skunk Canyon to view the newly arrived residents of our foothills scrub habitat, who should be singing, cour ng, and beginning nes ng ac vi es. The riparian area along the creek could also hold some interes ng migrants.
MAY 25Heil Valley Ranch, led by Diane Carter. We’ll move up abit in eleva on and visit an excellent Boulder County Park which includes a good variety of habitats.
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American White Pelicans, North Teller Lake,November, Jane Baryames



JUNE 1Pawnee Grasslands! Al Clark will guide us to a unique local habitat which the Boulder Bird Club hasn’t visited for some me. We will be searching for short-grass prairie residents such as McCown’s and Chestnut-collared Longspurs and Grasshopper and Cassin’s Sparrows. This is our only trip this spring where we are guaranteed to see our State Bird, the Lark Bun ng.  Wildflowers should also be abundant. We will picnic at Crow Valley Campground while searching for migrants, so bring a lunch (and plenty to drink). This will be a longer Wednesday trip than usual, but we should return by 2:30. NOTE: We will carpool from East Boulder Rec at our usual 7:30 am me, but Longmont residents can meet us on the East side of the Walmart parking lot in Longmont at 8:00 am
JUNE 5First Sunday Birding at Walden.NOTE NEW “SUMMER HOURS” START TIME OF 8:00 am.Our local breeding birds should be singing and building nests. Everyone welcome. Leader to be determined.
JUNE 8Nederland area, led by Alan Blixt. With the weather warming, we will move up in eleva on for our June trips, where the season starts later. We are going to bird some new areas that Alan knows on this trip (Caribou Ranch is closed in June), including the willows around Mud Lake and the Riparian areas alongupper Boulder Creek. For those who wish, we will be having lunch at a local restaurant in Nederland a er birding.
JUNE 15Betasso Preserve, led by Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxter. We will bird one of the BBC’s favorite Ponderosa Pine habitats, which also features mountain meadow and Blue Spruce, White Fir, Thin leaf Alder, and River Birch along the creeks. Another Boulder County Park. gary_baxley@yahoo.com
JUNE 22Golden Gate Canyon State Park, led by Paula Hansley. Paula will guide us at one of her favorite spots. GoldenGate will have nes ng woodpeckers in Aspen groves, hummingbirds in the meadows, and ac ve mountain resident birds.
JUNE 29Brainard Lake, led by Dick Pautsch. We will bird at an excellent higher eleva on site, featuring sparrows in the willow carrs, Three-toed Woodpeckers, Pine Grosbeaks in the Ponderosa Pines, and Gray Jays in the higher Englemann Spruce Subalpine Fir forest.

Non-BBC Birding Ac vites
These are ac vi es that may be of interest to BBC birders, but that are not organized by BBC.
The 2016 CFO Conven on is in Lamar, Prowers County,May 5-9, 2016:
h p://cobirds.org/CFO/Conven ons/Next.aspx
Colorado Parks and Wildlife has a great list of Colorado birding events throughout the year:
h p://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Pages/ViewingFesvals.aspx

Winter Field Trip Highlights
These are some of the things you saw if you went on last quarters field trips. Thank you Dick for the excellent summary.
Jan. 6We found 4 Bald Eagles while wandering the back roads from Boulder to Longmont, compared Canada Geese to Cackling Geese, and ended the morning withcoffee at Crane Hollow.
Jan. 138 of us had a very interes ng walk along Clear Creek inGolden, including an industrial sec on of the Coors Brewery (during which we bagged a Golden Eagle and a Dipper before we were bagged by a Coors security guard). 3 who didn’t have enough me for the Golden adventure surveyed Valmont Reservoir for wintering gulls. The Valmont group missed the gulls, but witnessed an aggressive a ack by an immature Bald Eagle on an airborne Canada Goose. The goose ul mately escaped by con nuously diving under the water.
January 20Erie Lake. A nice variety of ducks concentrated in the open water por on of the lake. The morning’s learning experience focused on trying to figure out thedifferences between Rough-legged, Harlan’s, and dark-phase Red-tailed Hawks.
January 27Anthem Ranch, Broomfield, Stearn’s Lake. Iris showed us a Broomfield Bald Eagle (standing) on the nest. Red-winged Blackbirds were beginning to prac ce their spring songs.
February 3A er the snow, we took a long walk from the E. Boulder Rec parking lot along the Boulder Creek trail, through the neighborhood, along the ditch, through Meadow Glen, then along 55th back to the parking lot. Best bird was a Northern Shrike. Lots of Brown Creepers. House Finches were beginning their spring songs.
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February 17The draining of Waneka Lake a racted a host of gulls to feed on the stranded fish. Highlight was several Thayer’s Gulls, which some members were confident enough to iden fy.
February 24Boulder Creek east from Sco  Carpenter Park. A nice morning’s walk along the creek. We saw both a Dipperand a Kingfisher, lots of Brown Creepers, and an early Say’s Phoebe.
February 27Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWR. Diane Carter led two dozen of us on a tour of the Arsenal NWR. We started by checking out a (cap ve) Black-footed Ferret and 3 big male Bison. We saw lots of waterbirds, including a rare Surf Scoter spo ed by Birch. We spend quite a bitof me and discussion on 2 separate hawks which were either juvenile Krider’s Red-tailed  or Rough-legged.
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Juvenile Red-tailed Hawk, Boulder Reservoir,December, Jane Baryames

Surf Scoter, Rocky Mountain Arsenal NWP, February,Una ributed (Birch?)

Birds of Brazil, February, Nancy Morrison


