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President's Letter from Tony Delany 

This summer was wet; the leftover moisture from last year’s flood together with the persistent rain this year 

resulted in lots of green trees, bushes and undergrowth. The birds benefited and so did we, the birders. I was 

successful in imaging a very nice rarity, a nesting pair of Red-neck Grebes and many club members must have 

had similar experiences.  

A few of the last quarter’s sighting include a Broad-tail hummingbird on the nest at Heil Ranch, a migrating flock 

of two dozen or more Sage Thrashers at Rabbit Mountain, a pair of cavity nesting Lewis’ Woodpeckers as well as 

a Graces’ Warbler below Eldorado Mountain, a Blue Grosbeak along the old Lyons road and the possible sighting 

of a Green Heron at Walden Ponds. 

We must thank Carolyn Beach for coordinating the bird trips and the trip leaders for their leadership. Of course an 

organization like the BBC relies upon volunteers and we welcome anyone who wishes to play a role.  

Twenty five members of the Boulder Bird Club attended Lou Mazzolla’s presentation at the Eldorado Springs 

firehouse, of his trip to India. The birdlife as well as the total experience was fascinating. I would like other 

members who have their own collection of bird images to put together their own presentations. We can provide 

anyone with all the assistance to digitize, compose and arrange presentations. The club even has its own digital 

projector so we can schedule slide shows anytime, anywhere. 

The summer picnic in early August was held at the Cottonwood Marsh picnic shelter and fitted in nicely with the 

First Sunday bird walk. This followed on the practice we started for the start of the Summer Roadrunners 

inauguration when we coupled the bird walk with Brunch at Chautauqua. Hopefully we can have more of these 

hybrid social-ornithological-culinary events.                  

Tony Delany 

                                                                            

 

 

WELCOME to our NEW MEMBERS 

Kathy Cary of Longmont 

Sandy McAviney of Longmont 

Walter Katz of Boulder 

James & Darla Anderson of Loveland 

Glad to have you all in the Club and hope to 

see you on a Field Trip soon! 
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Roadcreepers – 8:30am start every Wednesday morning beginning Wed Oct 1st.  These informal 

outings meet at the usual place in the parking lot of the East Boulder Rec Center (5660 Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 

80303). Since no leaders appointed, we decide together as a group where to go each week.  We chip in for 
carpooling and go for coffee afterwards. Most trips return to the EBRC parking lot by 11:00 a.m.    The trips are not 
strenuous and usually involve walking on trails.   New birders are welcome!  
 

We often do go on much shorter birding hikes when temps are very low or snowflakes inhibit sightings.  If the winter 
weather is bad when you wake up, it is possible the group will not meet.   Roadcreepers outings are not official BBC 
sponsored events and the group uses the Yahoo Group site as a way to communicate with each other.   

 

FALL  -  Trips and Events 

  **  please note later start times change - for 1st Sunday @ Walden Ponds and Wed Roadcreepers ** 

First Sunday Birding at Walden Wildlife Habitat – 9 am start until about 11:30 

      Sunday, Oct 5th     Petrea Mah, leader 

      Sunday,  Nov 2nd   Dick Pautsch , leader rjpautsch@gmail.com 

      Sunday  Dec 7th   Tony Delany,  leader 

Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of the Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south 

of Jay).  We will be looking for waterfowl arriving from northern breeding grounds, watching the skies 

for raptors, and checking for lingering passerine migrants and shorebirds.  Dress for whatever the 

weather may be.  Bring binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something to drink, and a snack if you think 

you’ll get hungry.   This is a fun outing to see our winter birds and meet/make friends.   

 

Holiday Party - Sunday, Dec 7th  - 5:00 p.m. until?  

 Again, Vivienne and Lonny Frye are graciously hosting at their home, 1644 Pine Street, Boulder. There is some 

street parking plus more parking just 1/2 block north on 17th St. in the parking lot off the alley . Everyone is invited; 

bring family, significant others, birding friends, and your favorite finger food.  The Club will supply beverages and 

holiday cheer.  It is a great opportunity for new members to meet old members.  Swap birding stories of the year and 

get excited for the Christmas Bird Count next Sunday, Dec 14th.  

     Questions?  Call Lonnie at 303-931-913 

Galapagos Birds and other Creatures, presentation by Margaret Arp                              

Thursday,  November 6th   -  6:30 pm 

This interesting slide show and discussion from our member Margaret Arp’s recent trip. 

 Place:  4990 Moorhead Ave , 1st floor Meeting Room ,  6:30 p to 8 pm 

Light snack and juice provided by Nancy – this is the new Senior Citizens apartments in South 

Boulder on Moorhead Ave.   Parking in lot or on the street and in residential areas.   

Questions call Nancy Ries Morrison  574-276-9370 

Baby Robin contemplating his own 

reflection   by  Jane Baryames

 

Western Wood Pewee by  Tony Delany

 

mailto:rjpautsch@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 14, 2014—Boulder’s 73rd Annual Christmas Bird Count 

The Boulder portion of the Audubon Society’s 115th Annual Christmas Bird Count will be held on December 14th.  

Take part in one of the oldest counts in the nation by joining one of the teams of 2 to 5 birders to count all or part 

of the day, or stay cozy with a hot toddy at home and count the birds at your backyard feeder.  An attempt is made 

to count every bird within the 15 mile diameter count circle, centered on the middle of Boulder, and the count circle 

is divided into multiple segments, each with a designated leader.  Birders of all experience levels are welcome 

(and needed); the more eyes the better (since everything is counted, even Starlings and Pigeons, everyone has 

a chance to contribute, not just expert birders).  While the count will officially take place from pre-dawn (listening 

for owls) until it’s too dark to see, you can participate for the full day or for a portion thereof.   

Bill Schmoker (bill.schmoker@gmail.com) is the count organizer, and a list of segment leaders will be available 

on the Boulder Audubon website as the date nears—contact one of them who is leading a count segment near 

your house or at one of your favorite birding spots, and they’ll be happy to have you join. 

In addition to the Boulder Christmas count, many other Christmas counts will be held in the Metro area 

throughout December and into the first week of January.  Check the DFO Newsletter if you’d like to do one of 

them in addition to the Boulder count. 

Some interesting facts about the Boulder and Colorado Christmas Counts: 

--Only two species have been recorded in each of the 72 years of Boulder counts.  Northern Flicker and Black-

billed Magpie. Boulder led the nation in the number of Townsend's Solitaire, 283 in 2012. 

--A total of 210 different species have been recorded on Boulder Christmas counts.  That is not bad for a single 

day’s birding in December! 

  

The report this June that a pair of Red-neck Grebes had 
established a nest at Lake John, in North Park, came as 
a surprise, even in light of the changing migration patterns of 
many birds. Red-neck Grebes have not normally nested south of 
the Canadian border, and yet here they were some 400 miles 
further south. Taking the opportunity to see this unusual 
immigrant pair, Pat Heller, Claire and I visited Lake John in mid-
July as part of a North Park birding trip. The birds had 
established a nesting site only ten yards or so from the 
Winnebago infested roadway in a reed-bed on the edge of a 
shallow bay.  Seemingly unaffected by the traffic the pair had 
maintained their nest for several weeks; taking turns to egg-sit 
and to patrol the approaches. We even had the opportunity to 
witness brooding changeover when the pair swapped duties. All 
fully expected that soon we would be treated to the sight of the 
first family of Colorado grebelets.  
Unfortunately events went tragically wrong. The nest was 
raided, possibly by a Muskrat or a Raccoon, and the hope for 
Colorado breeding Red-neck Grebes has had to be delayed until 
the future.                
                                                           Tony Delany 

 
 

Red-necked Grebe by Tony Delany 

 

mailto:bill.schmoker@gmail.com
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Tree Swallow  by Carolyn Beach 

Volunteers to assist in our Waterfowl Monitoring Program 

Boulder County Parks & Open Space with Boulder Audubon Society are looking for up to ten additional 

volunteers. The goal is to establish baseline information on species use of our ponds, and to track trends and 

variability in use over time.  

Commitments include monitoring 2-4 times monthly (early mornings, year round). Each survey route varies, so 

time commitments per visit will vary depending on which area is monitored. Typically, a single visit takes 2 

hours, but may take as long as 4 when the birding is good. Monitoring can occur solo or with a partner.  

Excellent training is provided by expert birders. 

Please email Michelle Durant (mdurant@bouldercounty.org) at Boulder County Parks and Open Space no later 

than Wednesday, Oct. 1st for an application if you would like to participate. 

 

 

Commitments include monitoring 2-4 times monthly (early mornings, year round). Each survey route varies, so 

time commitments per visit will vary depending on which area is monitored. Typically, a single visit takes 2 

hours, but may take as long as 4 when the birding is good. Monitoring can occur solo or with a partner.  

 

 

Commitments include monitoring 2-4 times monthly (early mornings, year round). Each survey route varies, so 

time commitments per visit will vary depending on which area is monitored. Typically, a single visit takes 2 

hours, but may take as long as 4 when the birding is good. Monitoring can occur solo or with a partner.  

 

Hints on how to keep your eBird posts from being rejected 
This is a problem some have been having lately and Steve Mlodinow notes ideas below: 
 
Steve says, “I want all of your well-identified or well-counted reports to be validated."  
 
1- For flagged species (based on rarity, not number), please give actual details. Notes like "seen closely" are not 
helpful in confirming the ID for truly rare species, especially those that are cryptic. "Breeding plumaged male 
seen well" is adequate for a male Bufflehead that is out of season, but not a similar "description" is insufficient 
for an Empid or most shorebirds.  
 
2- Only check the "Yes" for "All obs. reported" if your list is as complete as can be. eBird stats (such as 
frequency, the bar graphs) are really messed up if you put in the 3 rarities and nothing else when you actually 
saw 24 species. Such lists will be, out of necessity, invalidated. I will try to give a heads up when possible before 
doing so. Simply check "No" if your list is not complete. Then the rarities reported can be validated if properly 
documented 
 
3- For numbers. If a number like "2" or "3" gets flagged, when "1" is not flagged, then simple confirmation that 
you are certain that you saw 2 or 3 individuals (not a data entry error) is typically sufficient. However, if your 
report is of 200 Yellow Warblers, I need to know how you got to 200. Actual tally? Estimated repeatedly through 
visit to location? Careful estimate at end of visit to location? For water birds, I often count one by one, or by 5s 
or 10s - and I say so in my lists. For birds like Yellow Warblers, I do a running tally and put that in the 
comments.  
 
4- For birds seen with others, "identified by xxyyy" only works if they submit a list with photos or description. If 
they don't, I am left with nothing. So, consider writing your own description. It is very good practice for when you 
find your own rarity . 

Extra Informative Articles Below 

Osprey hovering  by Tony Delany 

 

mailto:mdurant@bouldercounty.org
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Upcoming Birding Festivals – a brief list from Dick Pautsch 

Online web links:   http://www.aba.org/festivals/ or http://www.birds.cornell.edu  for more information 

   
  Eastern Shore Birding & Wildlife Festival 

  10 Oct 2014 — 12 Oct 2014   Cape Charles , VA         Website: http://www.esvafestivals.org/ 

 
  "Ding" Darling Days 

  19 Oct 2014 — 25 Oct 2014   Sanibel , FL        Website: http://www.dingdarlingdays.com 

 
  NJ Audubon’s Cape May Autumn Birding Festival   
  Friday, Oct 24 to Sunday Oct 26     Cape May , NJ 
 
  Yellow Rails and Rice Festival 2014 

  28 Oct 2014 — 02 Nov 2014   Jennings, LA                Website:      

http://www.snowyegretenterprises.com/Snowy_Egret_Enterprises/Yellow_Rails_%26_Rice_Festival.html 

 
  Rio Grande Valley Birding Festival 

  05 Nov 2014 — 09 Nov 2014           Harlingen, TX               website:  http;//www.rgvbg.org 

 
  Festival of the Cranes 

  18 Nov 2014 — 23 Nov 2014              San Antonio, NM       Website: http://www.festivalofthecranes.com 

 

THANKS to all our Field Trip Leaders this summer and to all our members who participated in birding. 

July 2 – J.D “Birch” Birchmeier led us around Sandstone Ranch 

July 9 - Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin led us on a walk beginning at our East Boulder Rec meeting place, walking down the Boulder Creek Trail and then 

on through the neighborhoods to the next trail.  The highlight was a Black-chinned Hummingbird 

July 16 – Sharon Norfleet, Gary Baxley lead us around Caribou Ranch 

July 16 - Ted Floyd led 10 of us on one of his famous Night Prowls around the marshes at the west side of Boulder Reservoir sighting 11 species. 

July 23 – Catherine Labio was our leader on trails near Marshal and Bobolink 

Aug 6 - our leader was the very able birder Jim Fischer 

Aug 20 – Carolyn Beach our Field Trip Coordinator led us up to Old South St Vrain 

August 27 – The first Green-winged Teal of the season, 3 Sage Thrashers, a hovering Osprey, some far away shorebirds, and a Western Grebe carrying 

a baby on her back at Lagermann. 

Sept 3 - Diane Carter helped us find a flock of two dozen (!) Sage Thrashers at Rabbit Mountain.  (Sage Thrashers, usually hard to find around Boulder, 

seem to have moved into Boulder County in numbers this summer). 

Sept 4 – Thanks to Lou Mazzola for the presentation on his birding trip in India 

Sept 7 - First Sunday.   Lou Mazzola led a good Sunday morning crowd.  A few lucky birders glimpsed a rare (in Colorado) Green Heron.  And we all 

had a great look at a Great Horned Owl.  But the biggest surprise was a flock of 10 Snipe and 2 Snowy Egrets at Cottonwood Marsh. 

Sept 10 – Dick Pautsch took us to a variety of spots in the morning rain.  We found some early migrant ducks at Cottonwood Marsh, then loads of 

Wilson’s Warblers, a couple of shorebirds, and a nicely-viewed Cooper’s hawk at Greenlee Preserve.  And it only rained on us for the first hour. 

Sept 17 – Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley led the trip to Barr Lake 

Sept 21 – Alan Blixt led us all around Caribou Ranch with wonderful info on all animals and plants including the sighting of 3 very large Moose.  

 

 

 

 

   

 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird 

on nest  by Tony Delany 

 

 

http://www.aba.org/festivals/
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Photos for our Fall Newsletter edition 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sage Thrasher seen in a                 

migrating flo  ck at Rabbit Mountain

 

American Goldfinch                  

by Jane Baryames

 

 

Lesser Goldfinch by Carolyn Beach 

 

Cedar Waxwing  by  Jane Baryames

 

Boulder Bird Club  Members

 

 Moose at Caribou Ranch   by Nancy Ries Morrison

 

Lark Sparrow by Carolyn Beach

 

Sage Thrasher                           

by  Jane Baryames

 


