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President's Letter from Tony Delany 

We have had a good Spring for birds, all the 
lakes, ponds and reservoirs are full and this 
year’s vegetation is benefiting from the huge 
rain that fell last September. Even the spring 
run-off is above normal thanks to the abundant 
mountain snows. Several of us were lucky 
enough to travel down to bird on the 
Comanche Grasslands this spring. The Pawnee 
Grasslands also had a good crop of migrants. 
Now that summer has arrived we can 
anticipate continuing productive birding. 
More and more club members are obtaining 
good digital images and we are developing 
more efficient means of sharing these 
photographs. With the new digital extension to 
the Newsletter we can continue having all the 
club news in a black and white paper form for 
mail distribution, and also have additional 
digital color images of recent bird sightings. We 
will continue this practice in future issues and I 
encourage everyone to contribute their 
photographs so that we can rely on an 
abundance of bird images for all club members 
to view.   

Likewise, I hope that anyone who wishes to make a 

video presentation to the Club get in contact so 

that, utilizing the Club’s ability to digitize graphics 

and images, we can help produce a presentation 

suitable for showing. As the Newsletter is the venue 

for issues of interest to the birding community it 

welcomes brief articles by club members on 

subjects of relevance. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

Christy Sommers - Boulder                         

Tom Thomson - Loveland                            

Jacqueline & Al Trowbridge – Lafayette             

Phyllis Wright, - Lafayette                                 

Lisa Carp & Emil Yappert – Niwot                         

Aaron Yappert - Niwot  

  

 

BBC OFFICERS 
 

President: Tony Delany 303 494 8190     
acdelany@live.com 

Vice President: Lonny Frye 303 931 9131  
lonny_frye@yahoo.com 

Treasurer: Elease Miller 303 530 4376  
elesem@comcast.net 

Field Trips & Roadrunners: Carolyn Beach 
clbeach@earthlink.net    303 443 0129 

Sightings & Birding lists: Claire Delany                
303 494 8190 acdelany@live.com 

Newsletter:   Dick Pautsch   303 818 5711   
rjpautsch@gmail.com                                              
format & distribution:  Nancy Ries Morrison  

nanries@gmail.com  

Membership: Nancy Ries Morrison 574 276 9370 
bbclubmembership@gmail.com 

Secretary: Peggy Oakes 303 449 0453 

Picnic Brunch -  Sunday , August 3rd   

following our Sunday walk at Walden Ponds 
This summer’s Boulder Bird Club picnic will be held in a 

new location and at a new time. The cause is re-

construction of Flagstaff Road looking like it will interfere 

with our traditional travel to Julie’s in July. 

We will be combining our scheduled August 3rd,  First 

Sunday birding trip at Walden Ponds (the usual start 

time still 8 am)  with a picnic brunch afterwards (around 

10:30).  Come for both or just the picnic.  Please bring 

your own main course and an appetizer or dessert 

goodies to share if you’d like.  BBC will provide the soft 

drinks.  Any questions call Nancy Ries Morrison 574-276-

9370  or email nanries@gmail.com 

Boulder Bird Club Newsletter 

July, August, September 2014 

Save this Newsletter please for Activities   and      

visit our website:   www.boulderbirdclub.org           

for updates and online newsletter with                  

extra  pages of our Birding Pictures 

Schedule! 

  

mailto:acdelany@live.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/lonny_frye@yahoo.com
mailto:clbeach@earthlink.net
mailto:rjpautsch@gmail.com
mailto:nanries@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/bbclubmembership@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/www.boulderbirdclub.org
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Roadrunners Wednesday Morning Trips 
 

Our popular Wednesday morning Roadrunners trips meet each Wednesday morning at 7:30 am sharp at the 

northwest corner of the parking lot of the East Boulder Recreation Center for carpooling to a local birding hotspot 

picked by the leader.  Bring a little money to chip in for carpooling.  We usually return to the EBRC parking lot by 

11:00 am. We then go to Big Daddy’s Bagel’s in the nearby Meadows Shopping Center for social time & coffee.  

Occasionally when we travel farther to bird, we return a bit later. 

Contact the Roadrunner trip leader or check the Yahoo.com email site shortly before the trip if you wish to know 
where they are taking us and whether the return time will be later than 11:00 am.  The trips are not strenuous and 
usually involve walking on trails. New birders are welcome and often out-of-towners and even foreign visitors use 

the Roadrunners trips as a means of introducing themselves to the local birding community. 

PHOTOS WANTED!  If you get a good photo on a 

BBC trip, please e-mail it to Tony Delany  

acdelany@live.com  for possible inclusion in the 

next newsletter!  Note that newsletter pictures are 

in black and white, and are usually only one 

column wide, so the best photos for the newsletter 

are close ups of birds with contrasting dark and 

light colors.  The editor will often need to crop the 

photo to highlight the bird and to fit the space 

available. 

While we can only put a few photos into the mailed 

newsletter, we will be adding additional photos at 

the end of the newsletter which is posted on the 

club website.  An added advantage of posting 

photos on-line is that they can be displayed in their 

glorious full color, and won’t need to be cropped to 

fit the column width. 

Presentation on Birding Trip to India - Thursday , 
Sept 4th - by Lou Mazzola 

 

Lou Mazzola will be giving an interesting picture 
presentation on his recent birding trip to India. This will be 
Thursday, September 4th  at 7:30pm in the very new 
Eldorado Springs Fire House.  Location is an easy drive 
to 4390 Eldorado Springs Dr, 80303 - only 1 mile West of 
Highway 93 on Eldorado Springs Dr.  Beverages will be 
provided.  

Call Tony Delany 303-494-8190 if questions.  

Lewis’s Woodpecker                            

by Jane Baryames 

Western Wood Pewee on Nest by Jane Baryames 

 

Night Prowl around the marshes at the west side of Boulder Reservoir with 

renowned birder Ted Floyd.  

Wednesday, July 16th 8:30 pm to about 10:30p.  Join Ted Floyd for this moonlight 

walk at the Eagle Trail parking area off 55th St at 8:30p.  We will walk several miles 

on the trail and hope to see and hear rails, snipes, owls, nighthawks, coyotes, frogs 

& toads, herons, grebes and fireflies and more surprises.  Bring insect repellant as 

the mosquitos are fearsome. We will not use artificial lighting to enhance our birding.  

People of all skill levels are very welcome. This outing is free and open to the public, 

but please RSVP with leader Ted Floyd   tedfloyd57@hotmail.com  

 

mailto:acdelany@live.com
mailto:tedfloyd57@hotmail.com
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SUMMER BBC  FIELD  TRIPS  LISTED    

 
JULY 2:  Roadrunners: J.D. “Birch” Birchmeier will lead 
us to Sandstone Ranch. Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the East 
Boulder Rec Center (NW corner of the main parking lot).   
 
JULY 6:  FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN 
WILDLIFE HABITAT – (WALDEN PONDS) 8:00 a.m. 
to around 10:30 am.  Leader: Dick Pautsch 
rjpautsch@gmail.com       Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot (at the end of the Walden Ponds 
Road, off 75th just south of Jay).  We’ll be looking for 
summer resident birds.  Bring binoculars, a scope if 
you’d like, something to drink, and a snack if you think 
you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome. 
 

JULY 9: Roadrunners : Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the East 

Boulder Rec Center.  Leaders: .Ann Tagawa and Jim 

Guerin , anntagawa@msn.com 

JULY 16:  Roadrunners: Meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center.  Leaders:  Sharon Norfleet 

and Gary Baxley gebsmn @gmail.com   

JULY 16 Evening,    Night Prowl around marshes at 

west side of Boulder Res, 8:30pm start at Eagle Trail 

Park lot, see page 2 above for more info, everyone 

welcome, may find rails, snipes, owls, nighthawks, 

herons, grebs & lots more,  please email Ted Floyd   

tedfloyd57@hotmail.com  

JULY 23:  Roadrunners:  meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center Our leader will be Catherine 

Labio. 

JULY 30:  Roadrunners:  meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader:  Jane Baryames 

janeb1952@gmail.com   

AUGUST 3 – Annual Picnic and First Sunday 
birding at Walden Ponds.  Meet for birding at 8am  
to be followed by a picnic brunch about 10:30am.  
Please see more info above on page 2.   Meet at the 
Walden Ponds - Cottonwood Marsh parking lot.   
 

AUGUST 6:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center.    Leader:  Jim Fischer  

AUGUST 13:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center. This is a longer morning 

trip up to the Nederland vicinity.  Leader:  Alan Blixt 

AUGUST 20: Roadrunners meet at 7:30am at the 

East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader: Carolyn Beach 

303-443-0129  

AUGUST 27:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. at the 

East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader TBD (let Carolyn 

Beach 303-443-0129 if you’d like to lead). 

SEPTEMBER 3:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. at 

the East Boulder Rec Center. Leader: Diane Carter 

deecarter7@aol.com  

SEPTEMBER 4:  Special India Birding Trip 

presentation by Lou Mazzola. More info above on 

page 2, Start 7:30pm at new the Eldorado Springs 

Fire House, 1 mile West of Hwy 93 on Eldorado 

Springs Dr. 

SEPTEMBER 7  FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT 
WALDEN WILDLIFE HABITAT (WALDEN PONDS), 
8:00 a.m. to around 11:00 a.m.  Leader: Lou Mazzola   
The entrance to Walden Pond is off of 75th, just south 
of Jay Road and north of Valmont Road where 
Boulder Creek crosses 75th. Bring binoculars, a 
scope if you’d like, something to drink, and a snack if 
you think you’ll get hungry. Everyone welcome 
 
SEPTEMBER 10:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. t 

the East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader TBD.    (Call 

Carolyn Beach if you’d like to lead). 

SEPTEMBER 17:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. 

at the East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader TBD.    (Call 

Carolyn Beach if you’d like to lead). 

SEPTEMBER 24:  Roadrunners meet at 7:30 a.m. 

at the East Boulder Rec Center.  Leader TBD. (Call 

Carolyn Beach if you’d like to lead).

If you can lead a Wednesday morning Roadrunner trip on one of the open dates, or would like to lead a 
Saturday or a Sunday field trip to a site farther afield, please contact Carolyn Beach, our Field Trip Organizer 
at clbeach@earthlink.net or phone at 303-443-0129 

 

 

mailto:rjpautsch@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/anntagawa@msn.com
mailto:gebsmn@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/tedfloyd57@hotmail.com
file:///C:/Users/NancyRies/Desktop/summer%20newsletter/janeb1952@gmail.com
mailto:deecarter7@aol.com
mailto:clbeach@earthlink.net
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Boulder Bird Club Spring Trip Highlights 

 

BBC’s spring field trip to the Comanche Grasslands in southeast Colorado was a great success, with some 

fine birds spotted which cannot be seen near Boulder.  Major thanks to Tony Delany for organizing this excellent 

expedition!  Here’s Tony’s account: 

Our four day birding trip to South East Colorado was centered at a ranch in Baca County. 

Casey and Laneha Everett operate a family cattle business but have now branched out into 

ecotourism, western style. We seven birders based our stay at the Ranch Bunkhouse 

where we had our meals, drinks and gatherings. We cooked for ourselves and slept either 

in the Bunkhouse or in tents near bye. Cattle operations at the ranch on Carrizo Creek 

attracted a good population of birds, especially at dawn and again in the evening.   

The canyon country of Baca County is a network of canyons, with attractive riparian areas, incised in the 

otherwise dry flatlands. It attracts a mix of western, prairie and southwestern birds, especially during the late 

April, early May spring migration.   

On our way to the ranch (and again on our way back to Boulder) we stopped off at Two Buttes and spent time 

in the wooded area below the dam. Notable was a Great Horned Owl on nest with a pair of owlets.  Also an 

Ash-throated Flycatcher, a Blue Grosbeak and an Orchard Oriole, not to mention a healthy population of 

Turkey Vultures.  

On May 9, our first full day we visited Carrizo Canyon walking the stream side trail, amazed 

by the swarms of Swallows. Then we cut across the open prairie to return to our cars. On the 

drive back to the ranch for lunch, we spotted our first Roadrunner. In the afternoon on the 

drive along M road, a pair of Long-billed Curlews was seen. I have always associated 

Curlews with tidal marine wetlands but there they were, out on the dry grasslands. We 

stopped off at a prairie dog town where Claire and I had seen Burrowing Owls several years 

ago. We learned from a ranger that Plague had decimated the ’dog population but just as we 

were leaving a pair of the Owls flew in and posed for us.  

Early on Saturday, just after dawn, Laneha took us a mile or so from the ranch to where she knew of a 

Mississippi Kite nest. Sure enough, two of the birds sat up in a cottonwood giving us the stare. After breakfast 

Laneha joined us in Cottonwood Canyon, where after walking the stream side for an hour, she lead us up a 

side valley passed an old Bootleggers cabin. Among other birds we saw Cedar Waxwings and a Black-chinned 

Hummingbird.  We completed the Cottonwood Canyon driving loop seeing another Road-

runner and several Big-horned Sheep. Several people heard Turkeys but we couldn’t 

confirm this with a sighting nor photograph. In the afternoon we walked the Carrizo stream 

north of the ranch but apart from some very agitated Red-tails and the local Chihuahuan 

Ravens we saw nothing of note. Then, after dinner, we walked the creek south of the ranch. 

We thought we flushed a Redheaded Woodpecker but again fail to confirm it. The next 

morning we saw a Rose-breasted Grosbeak and a Curved billed Thrasher in the trees near 

the ranch house. We decided to set of home early as we had heard the Front Range 

weather had turned to snow. Then, just as we turned out of the Carrizo drainage, onto M 

Road, a Redheaded Woodpecker presented itself, sitting right on the roadside. On the return trip we stopped 

off at the Community College in Lamar, a well-known birding hot spot. We were rewarded with an Eastern 

Cardinal and a Brown Thrasher.  

         All in all we saw 85 different birds, some common and some rather special, but all interesting. Everybody 

enjoyed the trip and I can fully recommend the Everett Ranch as a place to stay and bird. 

Roadrunner by 

Tony Delany 

  

 

 

 

 

Curve-billed Thrasher 

by Tony Delany 

 

Mississippi Kite by 

Tony Delany
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As your editor, Dick Pautsch, was off on a two month and 12,141 miles birding trip during most of the spring 

season, he didn’t capture many of our other spring trip highlights.  But below are notes from two notable trips: 

 

June 4:  Four of us joined Chris at Red Rocks for a lovely morning of birding.  We could see and hear the 

peregrine babies on their nest and see the parents flying about. Breakfast had just been served.  Swifts were 

chattering loudly and soaring above the cliffs.  We saw both buntings and an oddly colored bird that created a 

lot of speculation.  After checking Sibley's at home, it was probably a first spring indigo.  Check it out.  They 

aren't completely blue until July or August!  The canyon wren didn't sing for us until we were back at the 

parking lot.  Although its song was far from robust, it is always a joy to hear.   

On the drive back, we cruised around Cherryvale and saw and heard both the bobolink 

and Savannah sparrow once again.  We had a morning of good birding and good 

company. 

June 18:  A robust group of 25 climbed up the El Dorado Spring open space trail in 

search of two rare visitors to Boulder County, Lewis’ Woodpecker and Grace’s Warbler.  

We had great looks at the beautifully colored woodpecker, and some members of the 

group were lucky enough to glimpse the even rarer Grace’s Warbler at the end of the long 

climb.  A dozen or so of us then adjourned for coffee at our usual Wednesday morning 

place, Big Daddy’s Bagels. 

 

Our Web Sites: 

Web Page:  www.boulderbirdclub.org    

Facebook Page is NEW:  Boulder Bird Club  - view & “like” , on your own Facebook page:                                

type in the search box in upper left of page for “Boulder Bird Club” .                                                                                                                            

(hint: do not search in friends,  just use the main search on Facebook) 

 (The Colorado Field Ornithologists (“CFO”) also has a Facebook page, with great photos and bird 

identification tips.) 

Yahoo Groups site:  boulderbirdclub@yahoogroups.com  This is the best site for checking on last minute trip 

changes due to weather or other factors. 

 

1. If you are not yet a member of Yahoo! Groups:  
a. Click "Sign Up" (Joining Yahoo! Groups is free.)  

b. Complete and submit membership information. Membership gives you a Yahoo e-mail address.  
2. If you are already a member of Yahoo! Groups, sign in.  
3. Search for "boulderbirdclub".  
4. Click on "Join this group" to get to the boulderbirdclub membership request web page.  

5. Review and finish your request as outlined on the webpage.  
6. All membership requests for boulderbirdclub need to be approved by the moderator. You will receive a 

confirmation email when your membership has been approved. 

(If you want to receive email announcements at your regular email address, you will need to submit and verify that 

address. You can do that from the web page, or later, by changing Account Information on your Profile page.) 

  

 

Yellow Warbler by Tony 

Delany 

 

How to Join the BBC Yahoo Groups site:  Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/  

http://www.boulderbirdclub.org/
mailto:boulderbirdclub@yahoogroups.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/
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Our Vice-President, Lonny Frye brought “Topi” and his birding trip to our attention.  In Lonny’s words:  “We are 

always looking for a good way to get young people involved in birding at the BBC and this was a great 

opportunity to help a child with his passion.”   Please read the notes below:  

The BBC made a contribution to a young birder, Topiltzin (“Topi”) Martinez, to help him attend the Acadia 

Birding Festival on Mount Desert Island, Maine.   Topi was born in Mexico and has been living in Boulder for a 

little over 2 years.  He attends Crestview Elementary School.  Elena Klaiver took him to a couple of field trips in 

order to show him more about birds, and now, thanks to her, birding is his passion in life.   

Here is Topi’s report on his experience: 

I got on the plane, it was a red eye so I slept most of the way. I got off and they took me to the holding 

pen. Half an hour later, Peter picked me up, then we went to baggage claim and John Evans picked 

us up to go to John’s house. After that, he made us a good breakfast of scrambled eggs. We saw a 

gray catbird, American robin, a song sparrow, tufted titmouse, and northern cardinal. 

The next day we went to the Delaware River to bird. We saw a hooded warbler, worm eating warbler, 

cerulean warbler, Swainson's thrush, and American redstart.  Then we headed towards Maine.  Most 

of the way I slept, when we got there it was dark. I met Becky, then I unpacked and went to sleep.  

The next day we went to Pretty Marsh and saw golden crowned kinglet, Blackburnian warbler, black 

throated green warbler, and red crossbill. 

The next day I went on the boreal trip.  There were 15 people.  We met in Ellsworth, we drove north 

for three hours.  We first stopped at a little hike and we saw Cape May warbler, bay breasted warbler, 

blackpoll warbler, blue headed vireo, and ovenbird. The next stop was on a private property, where 

we saw 3 spruce grouse, dark eyed junco, white throated sparrow, and Swainson's  thrush. 

The next day we woke up at four in the morning.  There were 7 people on the Bicknell’s thrush trip. I 

slept all the way there, we went to Saddle Back Mountain.  It took three hours to get to the to the top, 

and on the way there we saw gray cheeked thrush, winter wren, dark eyed junco, and blackpoll 

warbler. When we got to the top we went on the Appalachian Trail.  It was amazing, we found the 

Bicknell’s thrush and lots of white throated sparrows.  On the way back we stopped at a lake where 

we saw black terns.  Later that night we saw woodcocks displaying, it was awesome. 

The next day I woke up at 7:00 am.  I waited for everyone to wake up, and after everyone woke we 

left to Baxter State Park.  It took three hours; we met a another group there, we walked down the 

road, and we saw white throated sparrow, dark eyed junco, Nashville warbler, boreal chickadee, 

magnolia warbler, yellow bellied sapsucker, cliff swallow, barn swallow, tree swallow, purple finch, 

pine siskin, cedar waxwing, and Canada warbler. 

The reason I liked the trip so much is there were so many good birds, it was beautiful too and they 

also had good food. I had 20 new life birds.    
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Extra photos for BBC website Summer Newsletter edition 

appear on the following pages 

                   

Western Wood Pewee by Jane Baryames                   

 

 

 

                     

  

 

Lazuli Bunting by Tony Delany 

 

Western Tanager  by  Jane Baryames 

Scrub Jay by Tony Delany 

 
  

House Wren at Nest Hole by Jane Baryames              
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Roadrunner by Tony Delany  

Mississippi Kite by 

Tony Delany 

 

 
Yellow Warbler by Tony Delany 

Barn Swallow by Carolyn Beach 
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Prairie Rattlesnake on Fowler Trail  by Jane Baryames 

 

Long-billed Curlew on 5-10-2014  by Carolyn Beach 

 

Pine Siskin on 5-11-2014                 

by Carolyn Beach  

 


