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TONY	  DELANY	  ELECTED	  
PRESIDENT	  !!!	  

The	  Boulder	  Bird	  Club	  has	  a	  new	  President!	  	  
Tony	  Delany,	  our	  valued	  photographer	  and	  
esteemed	  field-‐tripper,	  has	  been	  elected	  as	  
President	  for	  2014	  by	  unanimous	  
acclamation.	  	  We	  look	  forward	  to	  Tony’s	  
leadership.	  	  And	  thanks	  again	  to	  our	  
fantastic	  co-‐presidents	  for	  the	  past	  two	  
years,	  Gary	  Baxley	  and	  Sharon	  Norfleet.
 
	  

NEW MEMBER:  Our latest new 
member is Loretta Paparella from 
Broomfield.  Welcome, Loretta! 

It’s a New Year (BBC year number 67) 
and this means that it’s time for 
everyone to renew their memberships.   
 
Please fill out the enclosed form and 
mail it with your 2014 dues to our 
membership chairperson, Nancy Ries 
Morrison, at 501 E Chester St, Apt A, 
Lafayette  CO  80026. 
	  

Thanks to Volunteers 
 
A BIG Thank You goes out to those who 
volunteered and led Field Trips, First Sundays 
and Roadrunners this fall.  Please call Ruth at 
720 255 3783 if you’d like to lead a trip. And 
thanks to Tony Delany for the use of his 
photographs to brighten up the newsletter (and 
for his Christmas Party slide show). 
 
We want to thank Lonny and Vivienne for 
once again hosting a jolly Christmas Party and 
thanks to all for delicious potluck goodies for 
the Club.  Entertainment featured The Best of 
Tony Delany’s Birding Slides.  A good time 
was had by all! 

Please send info on upcoming events, photos 
from BBC field trips, local birding articles, 
and items you think would be of interest to the 
BBC membership to Dick Pautsch at 
rjpautsch@gmail.com. 



Winter Field Trip and Activity Schedule 
 
 
Sunday, January 5, 2014:  First Sunday Birding, 
9 a.m. to noon 

Walden Wildlife Habitat. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot at the end of the Walden Ponds 
road.  We will look for wintering waterfowl and land 
birds.  Dress for the day’s weather.  Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something to drink, 
and snacks to keep you going.    Everyone 
welcome. 

Leader: Dick Pautsch, rjpautsch@gmail.com. 

 

Saturday, January 18, 2014:  Duckapalooza 
Along the South Platte River 

Meet at 8:30 in the NW corner of the north main 
parking lot of the East Boulder Rec. Center** or at 
9:15 at Colorado Blvd. south of E. 88th St. in 
Thornton in the Platte River Trailhead Parking lot 
on the SE corner. Bird until 1:30 and bring a light 
lunch. We’ll walk 2-3 miles of level (wheelchair 
accessible) paved trail along the river.  There’s a 
possibility of seeing 17 waterfowl species including 
Barrow’s Goldeneye and Long-tailed duck.   

Leader: Davis 303-823-5332. 

 

Sunday, February 2, 2014:  First Sunday 
Birding, 9 a.m. to noon 

Walden Wildlife Habitat. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot at the end of the Walden Ponds 
road.  We will look for wintering waterfowl and land 
birds.  Dress for the day’s weather.  Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something to drink, 
and snacks to keep you going.   Everyone 
welcome. 

Leader: Raymond Davis, 303-823-5332. 

 

 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2014:  Wheat Ridge 
Greenbelt, 7:30 a.m. 

Meet at 7:30 AM in the NW corner of East Boulder 
Rec. Center parking lot. Carpool to Prospect Park 
on the Wheat Ridge Greenbelt. Take a short walk 
along the path following Clear Creek to lakes and 
marshes to the west to look for wintering ducks and 
perhaps a Marsh Wren or Virginia Rail. Join the 
group for coffee and pastries afterwards at 
Vincenza’s Italian Restaurant on 44th Street. 
Expect to be back by noon. Call if there is any 
doubt about the weather. 

Leader: Paula Hansley, home: 720-890-2628; cell: 
303-263-1714. 

 

Saturday, March 1, 2014:  Mountain Feeders, 
8:00 a.m. 

Meet at 8:00AM at the Boulder Justice Center at 
6th and Canyon, bird until mid-afternoon. Lunch at 
a mountain café. Leader: Bill Kaempfer 
kaempfer@colorado.edu or 303-954-8998. 

Leader:  Bill Kaempfer 

 

Sunday, March 2, 2014:  First Sunday Birding, 9 
a.m. to noon 

Walden Wildlife Habitat. Meet at the Cottonwood 
Marsh parking lot at the end of the Walden Ponds 
road.  We will look for wintering waterfowl and land 
birds.  Dress for the day’s weather.  Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something to drink, 
and snacks to keep you going. . Everyone 
welcome. 

Leader: Ruth McCorrison, ruthmc@comcast.net. 

	  

If the weather is bad, check the BBC Yahoo Group 
website (www.boulderbirdclub.org) to make sure that 
the trips listed above are still going to happen.  

 

 

In case you’re wondering, there will be no  
Gullapalooza this year.  Xcel Energy Plant 
wanted to place a series of new restrictions on 
the activity (everyone must arrive and leave at 
the same time and stay together throughout the 
whole day). So our longtime leader declined 
managing that birding tour this year. 



 

Informal Wednesday morning “Roadcreepers” 
outings  
 
We will, of course, continue getting together for 
weekly Wednesday morning field trips this winter, 
meeting at 8:30 a.m. at the west end of the main 
parking lot at the East Boulder Rec Center. We 
usually finish around 11, then meet for coffee 
afterwards at Big Daddy Bagels in the Meadows 
Shopping Center, 4800 Baseline.  Destinations are 
decided on the morning of the trip by whoever 
shows up, and are usually based upon what 
unusual birds have shown up in the past few days, 
or what’s most interesting at this time of year.  
Since there is no designated leader, there is no one 
to post a cancellation notice on the Yahoo website.  
Rule of thumb:  If it’s zero or snowing hard, no one 
is likely to show up.  Otherwise, it’s a pretty hardy 
bunch. 
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Elizabeth	  Mekkelsen	  Celebrates	  a	  
Century	  of	  Joyful	  Living	  	  

	   Elizabeth Mekkelsen will be 100 
years old on February 21.  It seems like 
only yesterday that she was bravely hiking 
though a raging thunderstorm at 12,000 
feet and admiring the alpine flowers. Or 
inspiring hundreds of children to love 
science. Or introducing countless people 
of all ages to the joy of birding. 
 As a teacher in the Boulder schools 
and as a charter member (often as 
president) of the Boulder Bird Club, 
Elizabeth mentored many of us in birding 
skills. She rarely called out the name of a 
bird. Instead, she quietly asked questions 
about the identifying marks until we came 
up with the name on our own.  
 Elizabeth started school at age 5 
and walked a mile each way. She never 
stopped either learning or walking. She 
holds the record for taking the most 
number of classes at the University of 
Colorado on the senior audit program 
starting in 1981 when she retired from 
teaching. The classes covered everything 
from ornithology, botany, geography, 
political science, history, and art, to jazz 
and opera. 
 With her beloved husband Dick, 
Elizabeth traveled the world, visiting Africa, 
Switzerland, Austria, Norway Sweden, 
Finland, New Zealand, Australia, Ireland, 
Italy, Russia, Lithuania Latvia, Estonia, 
Mexico, and  Costa Rico.   
 Elizabeth continues to watch birds 
and to explore the natural world. Just ask 
her about the geese that nest on campus 
where she still goes for frequent walks. 
She has become a master of the bus 
system and travels about town and to 
Denver on her own, enjoying the scenes 
from the window as the seasons change. 
 
A party will be held on February 15th 
from 1 to 4 in the Aspen Room at 
Golden West, 1055 Adams Circle, to 
celebrate this remarkable woman. 
Elizabeth says, “No presents, please!” 

Bobbie Mayer (bobbiemayer@yahoo.com), who lives 
in Newfoundland but spent most of last year in 
Boulder and was a regular participant in BBC field 
trips, sent the following note on an amazing birding 
experience she had in Newfoundland a few weeks 
ago: 

“Hi guys,  I have hardly looked at a bird for months, 
other than the juncos at the feeder. But today, Dave 
and I drove south to the turnoff to Cape Race. Two 
hours later and 20 km later we arrived at the 
lighthouse. Why so slow-- we counted 65 snowy 
owls.  So much fun.  Some quite near the road and 
some white dots in the bino field. Mostly they are on 
hummocks or little hills, with a few on the short 
spruce trees.” 

         Photo : Snowy Owl  by Bobbie Mayer  

 

	  

 



 

FALL TRIP HIGHLIGHTS 

September 11, Walden and Sawhill Ponds 

The rain that marked the beginning of the Great 
Boulder Flood of 2013 failed to deter an intrepid 
group of 4 who spotted 8 species of shorebirds.  
Thanks to leader Martin Gerra. 

September 25, Roadrunner’s Potluck 

Martin Gerra led us on the last Roadrunner’s trip of 
the season, followed by a well-attended potluck 
lunch at Lonnie and Vivienne Frye’s home. 

September 28, Prospect Park   

Jim Fischer led us around his favorite birding 
haunts to the first Northern Shrike of the season, 
ten Snowy Egrets, and a flock of 15 Hooded 
Mergansers. 

October 2, Boulder and Lagermann Reservoirs 

The leaderless “Roadcreepers” led themselves to 
Boulder Reservoir, where we were amused by a 
Yellow-rumped Warbler chasing a late-season 
Hummingbird, then on to Lagermann, where we 
may or may not have seen an Arctic Tern from half 
a mile away. 

October 6, First Sunday Birding at Walden 

Led by Dick Pautsch, we navigated around the 
post-flood landscape at Sawhill, as most of Walden 
was closed, tallying 29 species, with the best bird 
being a Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

October 9, Teller Farms and Pond 

We decided to go to Teller Farms, and were 
rewarded with a big flock of FOS Ring-necked 
Ducks in the pond and a number of Brewer’s 
Blackbirds at the farm. 

October 16, South Campus 

We witnessed the return of the Robins, 2 unsolitary 
Solitaires, a beautiful Wood Duck, and had a fly-by 
of a Cooper’s Hawk. 

November 6, McIntosh Lake 

We traveled in search of a reported Little Gull with 

no luck, but were consoled by lots of Mergansers, 
Grebes, the season’s first Goldeneyes, and a great 
photo op followed by coffee at Crane Hollow. 

Photo: by Tony Delany - Bald Eagle on power pole. 

November 13, Lagermann Reservoir 

A large group on a beautiful day saw a rare visiting 
White-winged Scoter and then relaxed in the sun 
watching geese. We can now distinguish the 
smaller Cackling Goose from a larger Canada 
Goose.     Photo below by Tony Delany.  

 



 

 

November 22, The Great Boulder (Swamp 
Sparrow) Caper  

Ted Floyd led a group of 30  non-shoppers on a 
Black Friday search for the first wintering Swamp 
Sparrows of the season.  This expedition has 
become a BBC annual event.  The day started out 
at Cottonwood Marsh, where the first bird spotted 
was the long-present Tundra Swan. Next up was a 
marvelous Prairie Falcon that flew by low over the 
marsh, and then spent the next hour in plain view 
on several conveniently prominent high lookouts. 
Next: a poorly glimpsed Marsh Wren, then a beauty 
that glowed in the sun-kissed cattails. Out at the far 
west end of Sawhill: An Evening Grosbeak called 
constantly as it flew over, and several Hooded 
Mergansers dazzled in the bright sunshine. Back at 
Cottonwood Marsh, we heard and saw a fine, 
ruddy, white-throated, adult Swamp Sparrow. 
Subsequent highlights included 5 or so California 
Gulls, 1 adult Thayer's Gull, and a first-cycle Lesser 
Black-backed Gull at McIntosh Lake. The Common 
Goldeneye flock there was substantial, with at least 
325, and among them one drake Barrow's 
Goldeneye.  The day ended at Valmont as the sun 
began to set, where hundreds of Red-breasted and 
Common Mergansers, a mystery Scoter, Horned 
Grebes, Canvasbacks, and, ultimately, the planet 
Venus were observed. 
 
December 11, Winter Hawk Search 
Following the record cold spell, we found our first 
two Rough-legged Hawks of winter on Ruth 
McCorrison’s Christmas Count territory  
(unfortunately, they didn’t stick around for the 
count). 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE 
RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES. 

 

 

 

ANNUAL LIST OF AREA BIRDING RESOURCES 

Denver Field Ornithologists Field Trips are 
scheduled for almost every Saturday and Sunday, 
visiting a variety of habitats in the Denver area. 
Occasionally, special trips are arranged to good 
birding areas in other areas in Colorado and 
surrounding states. Usually it is necessary to bring 
a lunch, and to wear hiking shoes or boots. 
Carpooling is encouraged (to get the most from bird 
watching, as well as conserving time and energy. 
Carpooling charge is .30 cents per mile, divided by 
the number of birders in the car, including the 
driver.  
 
Boulder Wild Bird Center Weekly Bird Walk: 
Every Saturday, Year-Round from 7:30 am to 9:45 
am 
1641 28th Street, 303-442-1322 
 
The Colorado Rare Bird Alert is sponsored by 
DFO and the the Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory. 
It is a taped message accessed by calling 
303.659.8750 and also appears on CoBirds. The 
tape informs callers of rare or unusual bird 
sightings throughout Colorado. It also informs 
callers of upcoming field trips, meetings, 
cancellations, and anyone can report sightings at 
the end of the message.  
 
Cobirds is an internet bird sighting discussion list 
available through www.cfo.org  

Denver Audubon:  www.denveraudubon.org; e-
mail:  info@denveraudubon.org 

Boulder Audubon:  
http://www.boulderaudubon.org/ 

Colorado Field Ornithologists:  
http://cfobirds.org/ 

Nature Net:  naturenet.com 

 

Boulder Bird Club: Our Newsletter is always 
available online with more info at 
http://boulderbirdclub.org  

 



THE 2013 BOULDER AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT 

	  

The 72nd Annual Boulder Audubon Society 
Christmas Bird Count was held on Sunday, 
December 15.  

 It was a beautiful morning, but a difficult afternoon as 
the winds began roaring down the mountains.  Despite 
the shortened birding day, Boulder once again managed 
to surpass Denver in the number of species seen within 
our respective 15 mile diameter count circles, with 
Boulder checking off between 100 and 110 species (the 
official tally is still pending as of press time). 

We’d like to recognize and thank all BBC members who 
participated in the Christmas Count, a historic endeavor 
which can be a lot of fun as you attempt to count every 
pigeon, crow, and sparrow, and hope to find a unique 
bird in your sector of the count circle to increase the total 
count.  We would especially like to recognize Paula 
Hansley, Ruth McCorrison, Dick Pautsch, and Jim 
Guerin, who each led one of the 32 count segments.  
Special kudos to Paula, who managed to call up the only 
Eastern Screech Owl of this year’s Boulder count.  Think 
about joining one of them next year! 

(There are still opportunities to participate in area 
Christmas Bird Counts—they will be continuing until 
Sunday January 5th.)    

 

 

 

Some interesting facts about the Boulder and 
Colorado Christmas Counts: 

--Only two species have been recorded in each of the 72 
years of Boulder counts—Northern Flicker and Black-
billed Magpie. 

--A total of 210 different species have been recorded on 
Boulder Christmas counts—not bad for a single day’s 
birding in December! 

--Last year, Colorado recorded the national high for 17 
species (Boulder led the nation in the number of 
Townsend’s Solitaires and in the number of the White-
winged form of the Dark-eyed Junco!): 

22,374 Lapland Longspurs (Flagler count) 
3177 Eurasian Collared-Doves (Fort Collins) 
1046 Pygmy Nuthatches (Evergreen-Idaho Springs)  
682 Mountain Chickadees (Evergreen-Idaho Springs) 
348 Brown- capped Rosy-Finch (Westcliffe) 
283 Townsend's Solitaire (Boulder)  
225 Black Rosy-Finch (Grand Mesa) 
187 Scaled Quail (Pueblo Reservoir) 
64 Western Screech-Owl s (Grand Junction) 
36 American Dippers (Aspen)  
14 Northern Shrikes   (6 counts)  
8 American Three-toed Woodpeckers (Grand Mesa) 
4 White-tailed Ptarmigan (Rocky Mountain N.P.) 
2 Boreal Owls  (Fairplay) 
1 Gunnison Sage-Grouse (Gunnison) 

Thanks	  again	  to	  our	  “out-‐
going”	  co-‐presidents	  
pictured	  on	  the	  right:	  
Sharon	  Norfleet	  	  (holding	  
the	  club	  scope	  )	  and	  	  Gary	  
Baxley.	  	  	  

Also	  pictured	  	  from	  left:	  
Cindy	  Maynard	  &	  Paula	  
Hansley	  during	  the	  Louisville	  
circle	  Christmas	  Count.	  	  


