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Sixty-Six Years Dedicated to the Field
Observation of Birds

Co-Presidents’ Letter
As we write our last Co-Presidents letter we reflect on the 
pleasure of leading the club as Co-Vice President for a year 
plus the past two years as Co-President.  We've enjoyed our 
turn  at the positions and wish our successor the best when 
their term begins Jan. 1, 2014.
We have a deep appreciation for the club members who 
have contributed to make the Boulder Bird Club such a 
great organization.  We wish to extend our abundant thanks 
to ALL of the LEADERS and we also thank all of the 
PARTICIPANTS who actually showed up for the activities 
and and trips.
As we move into the final birding months of 2013 there are 
several opportunities to get together with other birders.  
Please review what is available within this newsletter and 
make a note of it in your schedule now.  Then just show up 
and enjoy yourselves.  Your trip leaders will appreciate your 
interest and enthusiasm.
We hope to see many of you out there during fall migration. 
Again, it's been a pleasure.

 Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley

Roadrunners End of Season Potluck
 Wednesday, September 25

Join us for a potluck lunch at the home of Lonny Frye  and 
Vivienne  Palmer after the last Roadrunners Wednesday 
morning field trip for the season.  Share stories about a great 
Spring and Summer of birding.   1644 Pine Street, Boulder 
80302. Call Lonny Frye at 303-931-9131 if you have 
questions.
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Fall Field Trip and Activity Schedule
September - Migrating Land birds

Saturday, September 21 - Matthews-Reeser Sanctuary, 
Estes Park  

7:00 am – 12:00 pm.  Leader, Gary Matthews, 1-970-586-
5093. 

Gather at East Boulder Rec. Center at 7:00 am to carpool to 
the Estes Park Visitor’s Center where Gary will meet us in 
the parking area on the south of the Visitor’s Center.  Bird in 
the sanctuary, which borders Lake Estes, and possibly along 
the Lake Estes path.  This area has a wide variety of habitats 
in which to see mountain birds.  If the birding is slow in the 
sanctuary Gary will go on to areas in Rocky Mountain 
National Park.  Fall migration should be in full swing!

Contact Paula Hansley, 720-890-2628, so that a car pool 
leader can be chosen.
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Save the Date!
Sunday, December 8, 2013 - Boulder Bird Club

Holiday Party (and Election of Officers)
5:00 p.m. until ?

Save the Date!
Wednesday, November 13 -- “Tony’s Big New

Camera.  Tony Delany presents his Best Bird Shots of
2013”



Wednesday, September 25, 2013 - Celebrating the Last 
Roadrunners Field Trip of the Season 
7:30 a.m. to early afternoon.  Leader:  Martin Gerra
Roadrunners Potluck lunch following the Roadrunners last 
outing of 2013.  We will meet at the usual site (East Boulder 
Rec Center) at 7:30 a.m. for our field trip, bird until 
approximately 10:30 or 11:00 a.m., and then head over to 
the potluck at Lonny and Vivienne's house at 1644 Pine St. 
in Boulder.  (Feel free to attend both events or just one).
Saturday, September 28, 2013 - Prospect Park, Wheat 
Ridge Greenbelt
8:30 a.m. to noon.  Leader:  Jim Fischer, 303-345-7209,
jayzeezed@hotmail.com
Meet at the main parking lot of Prospect Park (44th & Robb
in Wheat Ridge) just a few feet north of Prospect Lake at
8:30 a.m.  We will view some of the lakes and walk some
back trails, looking for early migrants.  Bring binocs and/or
cameras.  This should be a good outing.
Informal Wednesday morning “Roadcreepers” outings 
will begin following our last Roadrunners trip on September 
25.  We will meet at the usual place, the parking lot of the 
East Boulder Rec Center (5660 Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 
80303), at 8:30 a.m. Bring a little money to chip in for 
carpooling, and for coffee afterwards. Most trips return to 
the EBRC parking lot by 11:00 a.m.    New birders are 
welcome! 
Hints for new people and returning birders: (1) let everyone
get a quick look in the spotting scope first, and then come
back a second time for a longer look; (2) remember some
people are using the trips to hone their bird call and song
recognition skills so keep your voices low; and (3) don't be
afraid to ask someone what you're seeing; people are happy
to help.

Check the BBC Yahoo Group site to make sure that the 
group is meeting.  If too cold or too snowy, the group won't 
assemble.  Roadcreepers outings are not a BBC sponsored 
event, and the group uses the Yahoo Group site just as a 
way to communicate with each other.  

October - Our Winter Ducks Begin Returning
Saturday, October 5, 2013--BBQ for the Birds, Rocky 
Mountain Bird Observatory Annual Picnic, Barr Lake 
State Park
7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., 14500 Lark Bunting Lane, Brighton, 
CO.
Join RMBO's annual picnic as they mark their 25th 
anniversary at the Old Stone House on the shores of Barr 
Lake on Oct. 5 for their BBQ for the Birds.  It's always a 
fun, birdy event!  There's something for everybody: bird 
banding, bird walks, kids' activities, live raptors, live music, 

workshops, exhibitors, silent and live auctions, and a 
delicious harvest-themed lunch. 
A special highlight this year will be an appearance by Greg 
Miller, one of the birders portrayed in the book and film 
The Big Year (his character, a great birder and nice guy 
trying to break the big year record without much money, 
was played by Jack Black) will be leading a number of 
activities including a 7:00 a.m bird walk, a talk about his 
Big Year Quest (and his role as a consultant for the movie, 
which included showing Jack Black how to use binoculars) 
and  a workshop on the role of eBird in citizen science in 
the afternoon.
In addition, award-winning wildlife photographer Noppadol 
Paothong, whose work is featured in the book Save the Last 
Dance: A Story of North American Grassland Grouse, will 
be there to host a morning photo workshop.
There is a fee ($13 or less) to attend this event.  For info:  
http://www.rmbo.org and look under Events.
Sunday, October 6, 2013 - First Sunday Birding at 
Walden Wildlife Habitat
8:00 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m.  Leader: Dick Pautsch, 
rjpautsch@gmail.com
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot (at the end of the 
Walden Ponds Road, off 75th just south of Jay).  We will be 
looking for waterfowl arriving from northern breeding 
grounds, watching the skies for raptors, and checking for 
lingering passerine migrants.  Dress for whatever the 
weather may be.  Bring binoculars, a scope if you’d like, 
something to drink, and a snack if you think you’ll get 
hungry.  

November - Wintering Geese Arrive
Sunday, November 3, 2013--First Sunday Birding at 
Walden Wildlife Habitat
9:00 a.m.  - 12:00 p.m. NOTE: DAYLIGHT SAVING 
TIME ENDS, and First Sunday trips will start one hour 
later until spring.   Leader: TBD
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of the 
Walden Ponds road.  Wintering waterfowl should be here by 
now, and our other winter visitors (and permanent residents) 
should be easy to see with the leaves gone from the trees.  
Dress for the day’s weather.  Bring binoculars, a scope if 
you’d like, a drink, and a snack if you think you’ll be 
hungry by noon.  Everyone welcome.
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Wednesday, November 13 - “Tony’s Big New Camera.  
Tony Delany presents his Best Bird Shots of 2013”

7:00 PM, George Reynolds Branch Library, 3595 Table 
Mesa Drive.
Tony Delaney, our official unofficial club photographer, will 
entertain us with a presentation of images of birds acquired 
mostly, but not exclusively, on Boulder Bird Club outings in 
2013.   This promises to be a fun evening!

Friday, November 22, 2013 - The Great Swamp Sparrow 
Caper
Meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Walden Ponds Cottonwood Marsh 
parking lot.  All day trip.
Some people will go shopping the day after Thanksgiving. 
Other people will search for Swamp Sparrows.  Please join
Ted Floyd and the Boulder Bird Club for the latter.
Have you ever wanted to see a Swamp Sparrow in Boulder
County?  How about 2 or 3? How about as many as 10? 
Add in adjoining parts of Weld and Broomfield counties,
and maybe close to 20 Swamp Sparrows?? Although
normally rare in the northern metro region of the Front
Range, Swamp Sparrows occur with some regularity in late
November.  But you have to know where to look for them,
and what to listen for.  Ted Floyd will take us on a driving
tour of Boulder, Weld, and Broomfield counties, as we
engage in a severely monomaniacal search for Swamp
Sparrows.  In the course of our searching, we may well find
Marsh Wrens and, quite possibly, a few late-fall rarities.
We will start at 7:00 a.m. by walking around Walden Ponds
a bit, then carpool to various sites in eastern Boulder
County.  We'll probably visit Union Reservoir, Weld
County, and Plaster Reservoir, Boulder County.  This is an
all-day trip, although you're not obligated to stay through to
the end.  We'll snack and lunch as we go.
Beginners, young people, non-birding companions, and
general curiosity-seekers are welcome. 
Please eRSVP with Ted Floyd, just to let him know that 
you're coming: tedfloyd57@hotmail.com.  To prevent your 
e-RSVP from being lost in spam, please include in your 
eRSVP the phrase "SWAMP SPARROW."
To learn all about finding Swamp Sparrows in and around 
Boulder County ahead of the trip, please check out: 
 http://cfobirds.org/business/index.php#Learn “S&D

December - Winter Gulls and Loons
 Sunday, December 1, 2013 - First Sunday Birding at 
Walden Wildlife Habitat
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Leader:  Lonny Frye
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at the end of the 
Walden Ponds road.  We will look for wintering waterfowl 
and land birds.  Dress for the day’s weather.  Bring 
binoculars, a scope if you’d like, something to drink, and 
snacks to keep you going.
Sunday, December 8, 2013 - Boulder Bird Club Holiday 
Party (and Election of Officers)
5:00 p.m. until ?
Once again, Vivienne and Lonny Frye are graciously
hosting us at their home at 1644 Pine Street, Boulder. 
(There is some street parking plus more parking just 1/2
block north on 17th St. in the parking lot off the alley.)
Before the fun starts, we will elect new officers for 2014.
Everyone is invited; bring family, significant others, birding
friends, and your favorite finger food.  The Club will supply
beverages and holiday cheer.  It is a great opportunity for
new members to meet old members.  Swap birding stories
of the year and get pumped up for the Christmas Bird Count
on the 15th!   
Questions?  Call Lonnie at 303-931-9131
Sunday, December 15, 2013 - Boulder’s 72nd Annual 
Christmas Bird Count
The Boulder portion of the Audubon Society’s 114th Annual
Christmas Bird Count will be held on December 15th.  Take
part in one of the oldest counts in the nation by joining one
of the teams of 2 to 5 birders to count all or part of the day,
or stay cozy with a hot toddy at home and count the birds at
your backyard feeder.  An attempt is made to count every
bird within the 15 mile diameter count circle, centered on
the middle of Boulder, and the count circle is divided into
multiple segments, each with a designated leader.  Birders
of all experience levels are welcome; the more eyes the
better (since everything is counted, even Starlings and
Pigeons, everyone has a chance to contribute, not just expert
birders).  While the count will officially take place from
pre-dawn (listening for owls) until it’s too dark to see, you
can participate for the full day or for a portion thereof.  
Bill Schmoker (bill.schmoker@gmail.com) is the count
organizer, and a list of segment leaders will be available on
the Boulder Audubon website as the date nears—contact
one of them who is leading a count segment near your
house or at one of your favorite birding spots, and they’ll be
happy to have you join.
In addition to the Boulder Christmas count, many other 
Christmas counts will be held in the Metro area.  Check the 
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DFO Newsletter if you’d like to do one of them in addition 
to the Boulder count.
Random Summer Trip Highlights (your editor was out-
of-town far too much this summer)

July 3, White Ranch.  Diane Carter led us to 6 Lazuli 
Buntings, a Blue Grosbeak, and a Rock Wren.

Photo by Tony Delany 

July 6, Boulder Bird Club Annual Summer Flagstaff 
Mountain Picnic.  Julie Hammerstrom once again hosted 
our annual picnic at her home atop the mountain.  A good 
time was had by all.  While one portion of the group hiked 
across the road to find a Williamson’s Sapsucker and a 
family of Western Bluebirds, another portion hung around 
the house and were treated to close views of Wild Turkeys, 
Western Tanagers, and Cordilleran Flycatchers.

Photo by Tony Delany

July 13, Walker Ranch Birds and Butterflies!  Butterfly 
experts Jan Chu (co-author of Butterflies of the Colorado 
Front Range) and Laura Osbourne led us on a very pleasant 
stroll through Meyers Gulch.  We were greeted upon arrival 
by a Red Crossbill flyover, then by Pygmy Nuthatches 
before leaving the parking lot.  A very persistent Lazuli 
Bunting serenaded us for over an hour.  About 9:30, the first 
butterfly flitted by, and we spent most of the rest of the 
morning concentrating on a wonderful variety of butterflies, 
including rare Metalmarks.  Thanks again to Jan and Laura!
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Photo by Tony Delany

July 17, Walden Ponds.  Dick Pautsch led us on a search for 
a Green Heron which had been reported at the ponds.  We 
couldn’t relocate it, but we did find a Snowy Egret, and 
Orchard Oriole, and the I.D. challenge of the day, a juvenile 
Wilson’s Phalarope walking along the shoreline.

August 10.  Returning Shorebirds.   A small but enthusiastic 
group, led by Dick Pautsch, set out to try and find the first 
migrants of the season.  With nearby reservoirs too high to 
have mudflats for shorebirds, we headed northeast to Loloff 
Reservoir and nearby ponds, where half a dozen newly 
arrived species awaited us, signaling the beginning of fall in 
the Avian calendar.

Photo by Tony Delany

Save the Date
Elizabeth Mekkelsen, a legacy member of the Boulder Bird

Club, will be celebrating her 100th birthday in February,
and we encourage Boulder Bird Club members to help her

celebrate this magnificent milestone!!
Elizabeth Mekkelsen

Celebrates 100 Years 1914 - 2014
February 15, 2014, Boulder Colorado

Invitations to Follow
"I get by with a little help from my friends."

- John Lennon
A magnificent life is built daily with the help of the people 
with who, we surround ourselves!
Elizabeth's family is creating a scrapbook to commemorate 
her amazing 100 years of life.  Please send any pictures and 
"Elizabeth Stories" to Bridget Tuma, 737 Humbolt St., 
Reno, NV 89509, or e-mail them to Bridget at 
2bridgetbt@sbcglobal.net

Bird Costa Rica with Bill Turner (Feb. 11-26, 2014)

Costa Rica, a country the size of West Virginia, has more 
than 875 species of birds, more species than the entire North 
American continent north of the Mexican border.  On this 
tour, we'll visit the cloud forest of the Talamanca 
Mountains, arguably the most reliable place to see the 
resplendent quetzal in Costa Rica and the La Selva 
Biological Station, a premier research and educational 
facility in the Caribbean lowlands.  Also on the itinerary are 
the attractive birding lodge Rancho Naturalista, La 
Ensenada in the dry, tropical forest of the northwest, and 
Carara, located in the transition zone of the dry and wet 
forests of the Pacific.  Scarlet macaws, toucans, 
woodpeckers, kingfishers, motmots, tanagers, antbirds, and 
hummingbirds are only a few of the many species we'll see 
on this trip.  Our bilingual Costa Rican birder/naturalist 
guide, Jose Calvo, is not only an excellent birder, but he is 
also a National Geographic-certified photo instructor.

The land cost is $4495 per person double occupancy which 
includes accommodations, all meals, guiding, and 
transportation within Costa Rica.  Current roundtrip airfare 
Denver/San Jose is about $600-700.  Maximum group size 
is l2.

For a detailed itinerary and more information, please 
contact Bill Turner at (303) 795-5128 or email him at 
toursbyturner@aol.com. 
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