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 Co-Presidents Letter
It seems like our Spring season of birding "flew" by and 
here we are welcoming our Summer months.  To kick 
off our season the annual Summer Picnic will be July 6 
and is always an enjoyable event.  Check out the details 
in the Field Trip activities.

Volunteer leaders of field trips this past spring deserve a 
huge thank you:  Jim Fischer, Steve Frye, Paula 
Hansley, Diane Carter, Ann Tagawa, Jim Guerin, Ruth 
McCorrison, Diana Johnston, Lonny Frye, Martin 
Gerra, Raymond Davis, Tony and Claire Delany, Bill 
Kaempfer, Lou Mazzola, Petrea Mah and Jason Beason.  
It is a pleasure to have people like these leaders 
contributing to the Boulder Bird Club for all of us to 
enjoy the fantastic birding available in this area of 
Colorado.  We appreciate those who led and we request 
others to become involved and join in the effort to lead 
trips in the future.

Another thank you is extended to Paula Hansley who 
stepped up to take over as Summer Field Trip 
Coordinator.  You'll be impressed with the trips she has 
lined up within this newsletter.  We certainly appreciate 
the contribution of our Spring Field Trip Coordinator, 
Christine Snitkin, who had to relinquish her duties due 
to relocating back to Texas.

To make the position of Field Trip Coordinator more 
manageable we are requesting a one (or two) season 
session for each FT Coordinator.  If you are willing to 
coordinate field trips for Oct/Nov/Dec we (and your 
fellow club members) will appreciate your contribution.  
Surely there is a capable and willing person to help the 
club, so please contact us.

It has been a pleasure to serve as you Co-Presidents for 
2012 and 2013, as well as Co-Vice Presidents in 2011.  
We enjoy the Boulder Bird Club and will do all we can 
to support its continued success.  However, our Co-
Presidents term expires at the end of 2013 and we will 
stepping aside to allow others to enjoy being part of the 
BBC Leadership.  We encourage your consideration to 
become more involved.

It may be a hot and dry summer again this year, but the 
BBC will continue its Wednesday morning and weekend 
field trips through the summer, featuring interesting 
birds, butterflies, wildflowers, and good company.  
Please join us!

Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley

Volunteer to be a Field Trip Coordinator for 
October, November and December.  E-mail Gary and 
Sharon at gary_baxley@yahoo.com

BBC OFFICERS and COORDINATORS

Co-Pres.        Gary Baxley 303 666 5894  
                       Sharon Norfleet gary_baxley@yahoo.com
Vice Pres.      Lonny Frye  303 931 9131  
                       lonny_frye@yahoo.com
Treasurer      Elease Miller 303 530 4376 
                       elesem@comcast.net
Secretary       Peggy Oakes 303 449 0453
                       No e-mail
Field Trip Coord. Paula Hansley 720-890-2628
                       redstart.paula@gmail.com
Roadrunners Martin Gerra 303 444 7333 
                       mgerra3@yahoo.com
Sightings       Claire Delany 303 494 8190
                       acdelany@live.com
Newsletter     Dick Pautsch 303 818 5711 
                       rjpautsch@gmail.com
Membership Nancy Ries Morrison 1-574 276 9370
                       nanries@sbcglobal.net

Note from the Acting-Editor
Dick had to go out of town so I completed the 
newsletter for him. 

Gary Baxley

Boulder Bird Club Summer Picnic JULY 6

The Boulder Bird Club Annual Summer Flagstaff 
Mountain Picnic and Bird Walk will take place from 
8:00 AM to 1:30 PM on Saturday, July 6.

Back by popular demand, Julie Hammerstrom will again 
host this special summer bird walk and get-together at 
her home on top of Flagstaff Mountain. This is a great 
time to meet and visit with other members. Nesting 
birds, flycatchers, bluebirds, hummers, chickadees, a 
herd of turkeys and more. Bring your own picnic lunch.

Meet at the west end of the East Boulder Recreation 
Center parking lot at 8 AM sharp to carpool to Julie’s. 
Those with walking impairments will enjoy birding 
around the house. Return around 1:30 PM. Lonny Frye 
will lead the bird walk and can answer any questions 
about the day’s activities if you call him at 303 931 
9131.

Welcome New Members
Jane Baryames                           Kevin Clark
Nona Gandelman                       Al Clark
Sumeeta Gawande                     Joy Farquhar
Tayor White                               Susan Perry
Carolyn Beach                           Jo Dines
Gretchen Ridgeway                  Cathy Cormack
Peter Ridgeway

Glad to have you all in the Club and hope to see you on 
a Field Trip soon!

 REVISED PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES.   

http://www.boulderbirdclub.org
http://www.boulderbirdclub.org
mailto:gary_baxley@yahoo.com
mailto:gary_baxley@yahoo.com
mailto:gary_baxley@yahoo.com
mailto:gary_baxley@yahoo.com
mailto:lonny_frye@yahoo.com
mailto:lonny_frye@yahoo.com
mailto:elesem@comcast.net
mailto:elesem@comcast.net
mailto:csnitkin@yahoo.com
mailto:csnitkin@yahoo.com
mailto:mgerra3@yahoo.com
mailto:mgerra3@yahoo.com
mailto:acdelany@live.com
mailto:acdelany@live.com
mailto:rjpautsch@gmail.com
mailto:rjpautsch@gmail.com
mailto:nanries@sbcglobal.net
mailto:nanries@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chuhouse@hotmail.com
mailto:chuhouse@hotmail.com


Wednesday Morning Roadrunners Outings
 
Meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the northwest corner of the 
parking lot of the East Boulder Recreation Center (5660 
Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 80303) for carpooling to a local 
birding hotspot. Bring a little money to chip in for 
carpooling, and for coffee afterwards. Most trips return 
to the EBRC parking lot by 11:00 a.m. Occasionally we 
go farther afield, and the return time is later.
Below is a list of the trip leaders through the end of 
September. Contact them a few days before the trip if 
you want to find out where they are taking us and 
whether the return time will be later than 11:00 a.m. 
Remember to bring binoculars and dress for the weather. 
The trips are not strenuous, but sometimes involve 
walking on trails, so bring proper footwear. New birders 
are welcome! Hints for new people and returning 
birders: (1) let everyone get a quick look in the spotting 
scope first, and then come back a second time for a 
longer look; (2) remember some people are using the 
trips to hone their bird call and song recognition skills 
so keep your voices low; and (3) don't be afraid to ask 
someone what you're seeing; people want to help.

July 3 - Diane Carter deecar7@gmail.com
July 10 - Martin Gerra mgerra3@yahoo.com
July 17 - Dick Pautsch rjpautsch@gmail.com
July 24 - Ann Tagawa/Jim Guerin anntagawa@msn.com
July 31- Gary Baxley/Sharon Norfleet                                          
              gebsmn@gmail.com
August 7 - Claire/Tony Delany acdelany@live.com
August 14 - Ruth McCorrison  ruthmc@comcast.net
August 21 - Jim Fischer jayzeezed@hotmail.com
August  28 - Martin Gerra mgerra3@yahoo.com
September 4 - Gary Baxley/Sharon Norfleet                     
                       gebsmn@gmail.com
September 11 - TBA
September 18 - Alan Blixt alanblixt@yahoo.com
September 25 - Martin Gerra  mgerra3@yahoo.com

Spotted Towhee photo by Tony Delany May 15th 
Roadrunners

 Refurbished BBC Benches at Walden 

The Louise Herring Bench near Ricky Weiser 
Wetland

 

Boulder Bird Club Bench near Cottonwood Marsh 
parking area

The Boulder Bird Club had purchased two dedication 
benches, over the years for the Boulder County Walden 
Ponds Wildlife Habitat, for visitors to enjoy.  The county 
contacted us concerning the Louise Herring Bench, 
since the top plaque was missing; so the BBC Board of 
Directors allocated funds to replace the old plaque with 
a new bronze one.  The county will only accept bronze 
plaques for replacement.

The county also decided to replace the wood for the 
benches with an all weather composite material.  We are 
happy to report that both bench restorations were 
completed.  Please check out the benches on your next 
visit to the area.

Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet

To learn how to join the Boulder Bird Club Yahoo 
Groups.  Go to this website:

http://www.boulderbirdclub.org/yahoogroup.html
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Summer Field Trips
Thanks to Paula Hansley for the excellent job of 

organizing and coordinating these trips.

 July 6, Saturday - Boulder Bird Club Annual Summer 
Flagstaff Mountain Picnic and Bird Walk, 8:00 AM to 
1:30 PM.  Leader: Lonny Frye, 303-931-9131.

July 7, Sunday - FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING at 
Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat.  Leaders, Ann Tagawa 
and Jim Guerin, 303-443-8303, anntagawa@msn.com

Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 am and 
bird until about 11:00 am. Bring binoculars, scope, 
water, and a snack. Everyone welcome.  The road into 
Walden Ponds heads west from 75th St. about 0.9 mi. 
north of Valmont Rd. and 75th.  It is just north of the 
road into Sawhill Ponds.

July 13, Saturday - Meyers Gulch, Walker Ranch Open 
Space.   Birds and butterflies!  Leaders, Laura Osbourne 
and Jan Chu.  7:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  Limited to 12 
people.  Please call Paula Hansley, 720-890-2628, to 
sign up.

Walk at least 3 miles in Meyers Gulch through a variety 
of habitats, including riparian, aspen, meadow, and 
evergreen. This is one of the best areas for montane 
birds in the county.  We will see and hear at least 3 
species of flycatcher, including the Olive-sided; 
sparrows include Vesper, Lincoln's, Chipping, and Gray-
headed Junco.  Jan has a permit to net butterflies, so 
bring your butterfly books, because you will get close 
views of many species! 

July 20, Saturday - Hummingbird banding at Steve 
Bouricious’ cabin near Allenspark and subalpine birding 
along the Peak-to-Peak highway.  Leader: Paula 
Hansley, 720-890-2628.  Please call to reserve a space.  
Trip is limited to 11 people.  Meet at East Boulder Rec. 
Center at 7:00 am to carpool.  Plan to return about 
noon.

We will watch Debbie and Steve Bouricious band 
hummers for an hour or so and see their nesting Dippers 
(possibly the only dippers nesting in a box!).  We will 
then bird along the Peak-to-Peak highway.  We may bird 
around Long Lake, if parking is possible, or perhaps the 
Rainbow Lakes area.  At both places, subalpine species 
can be seen, including crossbills, several species of 
flycatcher, Cassin’s Finch, Fox Sparrow, Lincoln’s 
Sparrow, Hermit and Swainson’s Thrushes. 

July 28, Sunday - Birding around Lyons.  Leader: 
Raymond Davis, 303-823-5332.  

Meet at 8:30 am at the Park-n-Ride ½ block south of 
downtown Lyons on 4th St. This is a half-day trip, so 
bring your own lunch.  It’s the middle of the summer 
and you might think that there aren’t any good birds 
around!  That might be true, but we’ll find something to 
look at.  Be prepared to sort through 3 species of 
hummingbirds, as well as the foothills nesting birds 
around Lyons. We’ll probably walk about 2 miles on flat 
ground, drive another 15 miles, and end up on my deck 
for your own lunch, looking at feeders and 
birdhouses.  Trip should be wheelchair accessible 
(Davis’ house is). Davis’ house is at 6,000’ NW of 
Lyons.

Summer Field Trips
(Continued)

August 4, Sunday - FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING at 
Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat.  Leader, Meredith 
Anderson, 303-280-8576.

 Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 AM and 
bird until about 11:00 AM. Bring binoculars, scope, 
water, and a snack. Everyone welcome. The road into 
Walden Ponds heads west from 75th St. about 0.9 mi. 
north of Valmont Rd. and 75th.  It is just north of the 
road into Sawhill Ponds.

August 10, Saturday - Returning Shorebirds. We’ll find 
out where returning shorebirds are showing up and head 
there to test our identification skills.  Leader, Dick 
Pautsch 303 818 5711 rjpautsch@gmail.com, meet at 
East Boulder rec at 7:30 AM.

August 17, Saturday - Joint trip with Wild Bird Center, 
Boulder.  Leader, Bill Eeds or Steve Frye.  Meet at 7:15 
AM sharp in front of the WBC store just north of 
Arapahoe and 28th St. in the Buffalo Village Shopping 
Center on the west side of 28th.  The group gathers each 
Saturday morning and decides where it will bird.

August 24, Saturday, Rocky Mountain National Park.  
Leader: Chris Owens, home phone: 303-772-6048   cell: 
970-481-7271 e-mail: christiel@q.com

Gather at the East Boulder Rec. Center to car pool to the 
Beaver Meadows Visitor Center where the group will 
meet Chris at 7:00 am.  We will bird Upper Beaver 
Meadows, Endo Valley, and other places as time 
permits.  Bring lunch, water, snacks, radios, binoculars, 
and dress for the predicted weather.  We will walk a 
couple of miles, at most, on park trails.  We will end 
mid-afternoon, about 2:00 pm, unless we have many 
birds.  Then we may run a little later.

To see what birds may be present, use the link below to 
view E-bird data:

http://ebird.org/ebird/GuideMe?
step=saveChoices&getLocations=hotspots&parentState
=US-
CO&bMonth=01&bYear=1900&eMonth=12&eYear=20
13&reportType=location&hotspots=L109304&continue.
x=52&continue.y=11&continue=Continue

August 25, Sunday - Riverside Reservoir, Shorebirds, 
Waterfowl and other migrants.  Leader is Skip 
Dines, skip@woodinvestmentcounsel.com or 
303-530-3075.

Meet at 7:00 AM at the Niwot Park ‘n Ride on the 
Diagonal Highway to carpool to this amazing lake.  We 
return to this large, secluded reservoir to search the 
extensive mud flats and shorelines for migrating 
shorebirds. This private lake is home to colony nesters 
like pelicans and cormorants and also hosts all three 
egrets. There are many rafts of waterfowl on its vast 
surface, and by late August, the water should be down 
exposing enticing lake bottom for peeps heading south. 
Four-wheel drive vehicles are best for circling the 
shores. We will be unlikely to see anyone else there all 
day! Return in the afternoon, so bring lunch and 
appropriate gear for weather, sun, and insects. Please 
contact leader if you wish to go.
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Summer Field Trips
(Continued)

September 1, Sunday - FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING at 
Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat.   Leader, George 
Mayfield, georgemayfield@gmail.com.

Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 AM and 
bird until about 11:00 AM. Bring binoculars, scope, 
water, and a snack. Everyone welcome.  The road into 
Walden Ponds heads west from 75th St. about 0.9 mi. 
north of Valmont Rd. and 75th.  It is just north of the 
road into Sawhill Ponds. 

September 7, Saturday - Homestead-Mesa-Big 
Bluestem Trails.  Leader, Paula Hansley, 720-890-2628 
or plhansley@gmail.com. Meet at 7:00 AM at East 
Boulder Rec. Center to carpool to South Mesa 
Trailhead.

This will be an excellent time to see southward bound 
migrants as well as foothills species in a variety of 
habitats.  Be prepared to hike about two miles.  Bring a 
snack and water.  We should be back to the rec. center 
by late morning.

September 14, Saturday - Sandstone Ranch St Vrain 
State Park. Leader:  Diane Carter, 303 427 3371,  
deecar7@gmail.com.

Half day trip.  7:30 am to noon-ish.  Meet at East 
Boulder Rec Center at 7:30 for carpooling.  State Park 
pass or fee required.  We will join the park ranger and 
have access to lakes and shores not yet open to the 
public.  We will be looking for migrant water fowl, 
shore birds, and lingering summer residents.  The 
fledged osprey should still be hanging around, and the 
trees and shrubs inside the park should provide a nice 
variety of species for the day.

If you would like to meet us at the park, please call or e-
mail Diane. 

September 21, Saturday - Matthews-Reeser Sanctuary, 
Estes Park.  Leader, Gary Matthews, 1-970-586-5093. 
Contact Paula Hansley, 720-890-2628, so that a car pool 
leader can be chosen.

7:00 AM – 12:00 Noon.  Gather at East Boulder Rec. 
Center at 7:00 AM to carpool to the Estes Park Visitor’s 
Center where Gary will meet us in the parking area on 
the south of the Visitor’s Center.  Bird in the sanctuary, 
which borders Lake Estes, and possibly along the Lake 
Estes path.  This area has a wide variety of habitats in 
which to see mountain birds.  If the birding is slow in 
the sanctuary Gary will go on to areas in Rocky 
Mountain National Park.  Fall migration should be in 
full swing!

Spring BBC Birding Trip Highlights

Apr. 7: Walden Ponds 1st Sunday  Jim Fischer led and 
53 species were found.  Wilson's Snipe was lingering in 
the same spot on Boulder Creek since at least 1st Sun. in 
Nov. 2012!  Also, all 3 Teals (Green-winged, Blue-
winged and Cinnamon), Ruby-crowned Kinglet and a 
soaring Harlan's Hawk.

Apr. 13: Joint Bird Walk with Wild Bird Center led 
by Steve Frye to Twin Lakes to find Eastern Bluebird 
and a Great Horned Owl pair with a fuzzy young one in 
the nest.  Then to Walden/Sawhill Ponds for many 
Gadwall, one Horned Grebe, and seven Wilson's Snipes.

Apr. 20: Sawhill and Walden Ponds  Paula Hansley 
led (as an alternative to the "snowed in" Eldorado 
Canyon SP).  Sawhill treat was seeing two Peregrine 
Falcons perched in a bare tree and Walden Ponds 
provided White-faced Ibis.

Apr. 24: Diane Carter led Roadrunners to Sandstone 
Ranch in Longmont with Loggerhead Shrike, Great 
Egret, Bonaparte's Gull, and Wild Turkey.

May 4: Prospect Park and Wheat Ridge Greenbelt  
Jim Fischer and Lonny Frye led during a beautiful 
spring morning to find Wood Duck, Bufflehead, Black-
crowned Night-Heron, Bushtit and 100 American 
Robins and 50 Double-crested Cormorant.

May 5: Walden Ponds 1st Sunday Sharon Norfleet and 
Gary Baxley led.  Great-tailed Grackles were vocal and 
Long-billed Dowitchers and American White Pelicans 
were numerous.  Eastern Phoebes were collecting 
nesting materials along Boulder Creek.  Broad-winged 
Hawk soaring overhead.  Great-horned Owl with two 
owlets.

May 8: Stearns Lake Ruth McCorrison led 
Roadrunners to see a Black-necked Stilt, Willet, and a 
beautiful Dark-morph Swainson's Hawk.

May 11: Raptor Nest Trip Diana Johnston led around 
the county observing nests of Red-tailed Hawks, Great-
horned Owls and Bald Eagles.  Diana graciously led this 
same trip again on May 18 due to a date misprint in the 
newsletter.

May 15: Gregory Canyon and Bluebell-Baird Trail 
Lonny Frye led Roadrunners and found Plumbeous and 
Warbling Vireos, Virginia's and MacGillivray's Warblers 
and Lazuli Bunting.  It was interesting to observe a 
Yellow-breasted Chat perched at the top of a tree.  Also 
a couple of Striped Skunks in a meadow.

The Annual Colorado Field Ornithologists convention 
was held in Cortez May 16-19.  Gary  Baxley and 
Sharon Norfleet and Dick Pautsch were among those in 
attendance.  It was an excellent opportunity to be guided 
by Colorado’s top birders and observe birds we don’t 
see in the Boulder area (and add southwestern birds to 
your Colorado lists). 

May 22: South Mesa/Towhee Trails Martin Gerra led 
Roadrunners.  We saw Blue-gray Gnatcatchers nest 
building and Red-eyed Vireos were special treats.
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Spring BBC Birding Trip Highlights
(Continued)

May 25: Birding the Parks and Hills of Lyons 
Raymond Davis led a traveling trip including Old St. 
Vrain Rd. for Canyon Wren, Hygiene Rd. nesting Bald 
Eagles, and the fabulous feeder set-up at his home above 
Lyons for Pinyon Jay and Pine Siskins.  Also observed 
Savannah Sparrow and Bobolink.

 June 1: Birds of the Pawnee Grasslands Bill 
Kaempher led his annual trip through the Weld County 
grasslands.  Highlights of the 13 hour trip included 
McCown's Longspur, Burrowing Owl, Grasshopper 
Sparrow, Swainson’s Thrushes, Least Flycatcher, Eared 
Grebe, White-rumped Sandpiper, and Lesser 
Yellowlegs.

June 2: Walden Ponds 1st Sunday Petrea Mah led 
around Walden and Sawhill Ponds where many 
American White Pelicans swam and soared, Yellow-
breasted Chat called and a male Rose-breasted Grosbeak 
sang and showed us his beautiful colors.

June 5: Louisville Lou Mazzola led Roadrunners.  We 
stopped first at Paula Hansley’s yard to view her 
backyard (and front yard) bird habitat work, and to see a 
White-winged Dove hanging out there.  We walked 
north Louisville's open space and neighborhoods, and 
were thrilled to find two male Rose-breasted Grosbeaks. 
We heard Vesper Sparrow singing in the grasslands, then 
we stopped to watch Gary Baxley working on his 
backyard bird habitat project.

June 12: Betasso Preserve Gary Baxley and Sharon 
Norfleet led Roadrunners on a hot and sunny day, where 
we found a singing Cordilleran Flycatcher and a nest 
material collecting Plumbeous Vireo, and heard Red 
Crossbills calling as they flew over.

June 19: Ruth McCorrison led Roadrunners on the 
Tenderfoot Trail - Chapman road loop on Flagstaff 
Mountain. The birding highlight of our 2 ½ mile walk 
along the mountain trail was a Warbling Vireo sitting on 
her nest.  Adding to the enjoyment were the abundant 
wildflowers everywhere.  But the most interesting 
observation was the abundance of recently emerged 
Wing-banger Cicadas, making what sounded like a 
crunching sound throughout the Ponderosa Pines (see 
Jeff Mitton’s article http://artsandsciences.colorado.edu/
magazine/2011/07/emerging-from-years-of-silence-
cicadas-make-a-racket/).

Excerpts from Jeff Mitton’s article on the Wing-
banger Cicadas we heard in abundance on our June 
19th trip: Twenty-seven species of cicada are native to 
Colorado, but only one is common in the mountains. 
The mountain cicada, Okanagana bella, is found from 
the lower edge of the ponderosa forest to about 10,000 
feet. It is found in all of the western states and British 
Columbia and Alberta. I have found mountain cicadas 
on Flagstaff Mountain.

Another cicada is in ponderosa forests right now. Wing 
bangers, also known as Putnam’s cicada, Platypedia 
putnami, are on ponderosa pines. The shrill call of the 
male mountain cicada is a clicking buzz that lasts from 
10  seconds to two minutes. Wing bangers lack 
functional tymbals, but make a clicking sound by 
banging their wings against their perch or against their 
abdomens. Only male mountain cicadas call, while both 
male and female wing bangers click.

By Jeff Mitton

Warbling Vireo photo by Tony Delany.

Virginia’s Warbler photo by Tony Delany May 15th 
Roadrunners
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 FARTHER AFIELD - J.D. (Birch) Birchmeier  
journeyed to Panama’s famed Canopy Tower

Waited until after April 16th so most of the American 
birds had left and the price was cheaper. This is a 
remodeled radar tower that used to guard against a 
surprise attach by Russian bombers, then turned into a 
ecolodge b&b.  The accommodations are "spartan" but 
comfortable. Any real birder has stayed in far worse. 
Baths and room clean, but you get a stray bug once in 
awhile. The house bat cleans up the top floor, and the 
palm tanager stops in for lunch tidbits once in awhile. 
Warm enough shower if you take it NOT at 6 o'clock. If 
you don't like the snot in a bottle soap, bring a bar of 
your own like I did. Rooms are triangular, there's a 
heating rack for wet coats/hats, and a minor gift shop.  
Doubles get a bath en suite, singles share a bath and a 
separate shower, although there is a extra half bath on 
the floor above.
Warning: if you have allergies, bring pills! The whole 
country is moldy.   There is a large dining room and 
relaxation area on the top floor with an ample library 
with references.  The Tower is topped with an 
observation deck at the level of the forest canopy, 
accessed with a head-banging steep stairs.  Great spot 
for the morning coffee and the evening libation while 
watching birds and sunrises/sets.  The canal is a mile 
away downhill, and you can see the ships pass, although 
I must confess I didn't watch....   We had a group of 
twitchers from the UK, and rotating couples/singles 
from Florida, California, UK, Holland.    Generally, no 
beginners in the crowd, with a couple “along for the 
trip” spouses.

Food is plentiful: frittatas at breakfast, salads at lunch, 
meat at dinner. Fish (corvina usually) every other day, 
with pork chop, beef steak, chicken rotating. Once in 
awhile a strange local vegetable, but always good. Be 
adventurous! Wine with dinner, 2 bucks for not cold 
enough beer. Charge cards gladly taken at the end, so 
keep track of your beers in the handy book provided. 
They pick up at the airport or at the adjacent Riande 
Hotel (free shuttle) if you get in too late. Drivers are 
good. Check out the duty free candy shop at the airport 
when you leave, US travelers can smuggle Kinder Eggs 
back for the grandkids! (illegal in the USA)

Daily Schedule:  Up at 5:30, breakfast, then bird. Back 
at 11 or so, lunch, siesta, then bird again from 3-6. 
Dinner at 7, cocktails at 6. Evening birding is extra. 
Guides are very good and knowledgeable and make 
great efforts to get you on the bird. Plentiful soda, water, 
juices almost forced on you. I averaged about 30-40 
species per trip, and with the air figured in (United 
connecting in Houston), I was still under 20 dollars / 
lifer.   They run the trips on a rotating schedule, so a 5 
day stay hits pretty much everything.

My trips:

Pickup at the Riande Airport Hotel at 10, transfer to the 
Canopy Tower in time for lunch.

Day 1: Changres Marina – on the north side of the river 
that flows into Gatun Lake.   This afternoon trip netted 
38 birds and my only Amazon Kingfisher in a fleeting 
fly through.   Got the two resident Tower hummingbirds 
at the feeders while skipping my siesta (Blue-chested 
Hbird and White-necked Jacobin).

Panama (continued)
Day 2: All day on Pipeline Road – one of the “top 100” 
birding destinations in the world.    If you want to tackle 
this on your own, bring a 4WD jeep, preferable with a 
winch.   Don't do it during the rainy season.  Best yet: 
walk the 10 miles on your own (and 10 miles back, too).   
With a lunch break in the middle, the program consisted 
of walk for a mile birding, then the guide went an 
moved the 4WD up to your location.   Wound up with 
44 birds for the day, and a big introduction to the ant 
shrikes, ant wrens, and ant pittas in the forest.

Day 3:  AM to Metropolitan Park on the outskirts of 
Panama City.    Having a guide really counts, when he 
spots a Common Pootoo 50 yards into the hike.   As 
usual, the birds were active early – we had 17 by 8:30,  
then only 12 more in a couple more hours.

PM trip to the Rainforest Discovery Center – 
hummingbird feeders all over, and nailed 5 new ones 
coming in for the nectar.  There is a 87 foot lookout 
tower there, and I wound up with 26 for the afternoon, 
and the only Blue-headed Parrot of the stay.

Day 4:  up early for coffee at 6 on the observation deck 
with a guide.  9 birds in the half hour before breakfast, 
and the best views of most of them feeding busily in the 
canopy.

AM trip walking down the approach road (Semaphore 
Road) to the tower for a couple of hours.  30 birds, then 
a welcome ride back up the hill for lunch.

PM trip to the Ammo Ponds just north of Gamboa, with 
a stop at the Canopy B&B in Gamboa itself.  Couple of 
Seedeaters in the grass, and a stop for snacks in Gamboa 
netted a Collared Aracari over the truck and our only 
Fork-tailed Flycatcher on the telephone wires.  31 total 
birds.

Day 5:  AM trip to the start of Pipeline Road (there are 
several short roads running in all directions there).    
Had 25 birds by 8 o'clock, then slowed to a total of 43 
by the end.   The guide lured a Pheasant Cuckoo out of 
the bush, which landed on a branch about 6 feet over my  
head and lingered there for a solid 5 minutes, with me 
afraid to move until everyone saw it!   When the guides 
get excited, you know you've got a REAL life bird.   
The description of the Pheasant Cuckoo in the field 
guide says “true distribution not known due to secretive 
habits”.   When pressed, the guide admitted to this being 
his third one.....

PM trip to the Changres Resort, behind Gamboa a mile 
or so.  This “resort” actually prompted a question to the 
guide “they still open?”  Yep....    and then I find it on 
the list of field excursions for our Panama cruise next 
January!   43 birds for the afternoon, and our first 
Orioles for the trip (the Yellow Black and the Yellow-
back, to test your listening skills) and then a Southern 
LapWing family.
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BBC’s Great Bird N Yurt Trip June 21 to 23, 2013

Birding in Colorado State Forest Park near Walden and 
camping together in one Yurt beared out to be successful 
and stimulating.  No actual bears seen, but we did have 
a close encounter with 2 young adult moose – pictures 
attached below.   Brief highlights from eight BBC 
members started at Moose Visitor Center finding dozens 
of  buzzing Broad-tailed Hummingbirds; at Ranger Lake 
we found a Red-naped Sapsucker; a night visit to 
Cameron Pass and Michigan Ditch we found 2 
unusually friendly foxes begging for food – we declined 
their invitation.  Also visited on our Friday to Sunday 
trip was the Joe Wright Reservoir & Chambers Lake. At 
Walden Reservoir we found an Eared Grebe, Western 
Grebes, and American Avocets. On the Auto Tour at 
Arapahoe National Wildlife Refuge we were swarmed 
by mosquitoes which according to Tony “we entered 
into the mosquito’s food chain”. And along the 
boardwalk over the wetlands we abruptly stopped in our 
tracks as the first Moose approached a bridge – not 
wanting to enter his food chain we took pictures and 
turned tail.  Thank you to Lou Mazzola for organizing 
and leading our trip with over 70 species seen.

Bird and Yurt Trip

Young Bull Moose photo by Tony Delany

Red-naped Sapsucker photo by Tony Delany

Willow Flycatcher photo by Tony Delany

Western Grebes photo by Tony Delany
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