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Co-President's Letter 

Ahhh...Spring. We are excited with its arrival and are 
looking forward to getting out and participating with the 
birding community. What interesting migrating birds might 
we discover? What new friends might we meet out on the 
birding trail? Where do we start? 

A great start is the upcoming Boulder Bird Club Spring 
Meeting. There will be an extremely knowledgeable speaker 
with a highly interesting topic this year. Look for details for 
the Sunday, April 7, evening program inside this issue and 
mark your calendar to attend. It is sure to be an enjoyable 
event (one of only three our club holds annually). 

We want to welcome our new Newsletter Editor, Dick 
Pautsch! We have enjoyed birding with this knowledgeable 
birder these past months and thank Dick very much for 
taking on this task. 

Both of us are looking forward to a new season of 
Wednesday Roadrunners and some great Field Trips 
(again, check out this issue's details and mark your 
calendar). A giant thank you to all of those who have 
volunteered to lead these. We certainly can attest to the 
great quality of these bird watching opportunities and have 
thoroughly enjoyed all of our past experiences. Please join 
us this Spring as we discover migrating birds, our favorite 
local nesting birds and meeting new friends. 

Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley 

NEW MEMBERS:  Caroline Burr,  Bobbie 
Mayer, John Myers and Christine Snitkin of 
Boulder; Jackie Lamb, Gwen Moore, and 
Margaret Nichol of Longmont; Curt & Jannet 
Jamison from Golden; Mark Holtz; Deborah 
Wittwer from Arvada; and Paul Swasko from 
Paris (Texas, that is). 

Boulder Bird Club Spring Meeting 
Nathan Pieplow presents The Art of 
Listening 
 
Sunday April 7, 7:00 PM  
Golden West Manor at 1055 Adams Circle. 
 
Our guest this year is a local Boulder 
resident who has turned an obsession to 
understand bird sounds into a resource for 
anyone who wants to expand their avian 
knowledge. Nathan  
Pieplow will be teaching us the art of 
listening to birds. It is one thing to hear bird 
songs, and quite another to listen and 
figure out just what birds you are hearing 
and what it can mean in the world of bird 
behavior. From begging sounds of young 
hatchlings to territorial  
disputes, birds are always telling the 
listener something about themselves and 
Nathan can help us to listen in. His talk will 
cover what to listen for in bird songs, what 
patterns we hear that can help us group 
and identify them, and some visualization 
techniques. Nathan Pieplow blogs at the 
excellent EarBirding.com and is the  
editor of the quarterly journal Colorado 
Birding. He is also a contributor to the 
Colorado Birding Trail and can often be 
found in the field collecting songs.  He is 
currently writing the forthcoming Peterson 
Guide to Bird Sounds. 
Nathan teaches writing and rhetoric at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder. 
 
Directions: W on Euclid from 30th St, 
park on street and use main entrance or E 
from 28th St Frontage Rd to Golden West 
parking lot and use door 4. Ring buzzer for 
entrance.Please bring snacks or sweets to 
share. Beverages will be provided. Call 
Lonny Frye at 303-931-9131 for questions. 
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APRIL 7  FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN POND, 9:00 a.m to Noon - Jim Fischer 
First Sunday Birding at Walden Wildlife Habitat. The entrance to Walden Pond is off of 75th, just south of Jay Road and 
north of Valmont Road where Boulder Creek crosses 75th. Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 9:00 AM, bird until 
noon. Bring binoculars, scope, water and a snack. Everyone welcome 
 
APRIL 13  JOINT BIRD WALK WITH WILD BIRD CENTER OF BOULDER, 1641 28

th
  Street. Store owner Steve  Frye will 

be leading the trip. No reservations required. Bird walk location will be determined on the morning of the walk. All ages 
and birding abilities are welcome! Meet at the store at  7:30 a.m. to carpool. Return at 10:00 am. 
 
APRIL 20  FOWLER TRAIL, ELDORADO CANYON STATE PARK.  Meet at the west end of parking lot of the East 
Boulder Rec. Center at 7:30 am. to carpool.  Paula Hansley, 720-890-2628 
Half day trip. Bring a mid-morning snack and water.  We will walk east out of Eldorado Canyon through many habitats, 
including pine woods, brush, cliff/talus, and riparian, looking for early migrants, such as Violet-green Swallows, White-
throated Swifts, Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped Warblers, Peregrine Falcons, and listening for Canyon and Rock 
Wrens. 
 
MAY 1  ROADRUNNER’S TRIP at 7:30 a.m., followed by our annual spring potluck lunch at Lonny and Vivienne's house 
at 1644 Pine St. Boulder 80302.  Meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the northwest corner of the parking lot of the East Boulder 
Recreation Center (5660 Sioux Dr, Boulder 
 
MAY 4  PROSPECT PARK AND WHEAT RIDGE GREENBELT Jim Fischer  7:30 AM - 11:30 AM 
Meet at 7:30 at the Northwest corner of the parking lot at the East Boulder Rec Center and carpool to Prospect Park. After 
searching the lake and surrounding areas, we will amble along Clear Creek and look for returning warblers and other early 
migrants. Jim has a very good ear for identifying birds by sound and lives nearby and knows where to look in this park.  
Call trip leader Jim Fischer (303-940-3677) or email at jayzeezed@hotmail.com 
 
MAY 5  FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN WILDLIFE HABITAT 8:00 a.m. to 11 a.m. (note earlier start as we 
switch to our "summer hours"),  - Gary Baxley & Sharon Norfleet  
The entrance to Walden Pond is off of 75th, just south of Jay Road and north of Valmont Road where Boulder Creek 
crosses 75th. Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 AM, bird until eleven. Bring binoculars, scope, water and a 
snack. Everyone welcome. 
 
MAY 18 RAPTOR NEST TRIP. Meet at Park N Ride: US287 & Niwot Rd at 9:00a.m Diana Johnston 
This will be mostly a driving tour around Boulder County looking at nesting raptors.  There may be some short walks, we 
should see 6 species of raptors in various stages of incubating and caring for young in nests. Trip will last until early 
afternoon.  Bring lunch, water, snacks (there will be a stop at Starbucks). 
Leader: Dianna Johnston / ph:  303-682-5662 / wjohnston@q.com 
 
MAY 25  BIRDING THE PARKS AND HILLS OF LYONS,  8:00 am to 1:00 pm.  – Raymond Davis 
Meet at Lyons Park-N-Ride at 4th and Main Streets.   
Always a favorite trip with great host.  We'll look for nesting species such as bluebird, catbird, grosbeak, waxwing, 
nuthatch, swallow, wren, flycatcher, and warbler, as well as watching for  hawks and dipper. We might even find an owl or 
two!  We'll walk a bit, drive a bit, and  then head up to the Davis house (at 6,000 ft. NW of Lyons) to enjoy his feeders and  
check out 35 nest boxes.  Last year we had both eagles, great blue heron, red-tailed hawk, and osprey on nests.  Bring 
water, snacks and all the usual.   
Raymond Davis, 303-823-5332.   
 
JUNE 1  BIRDS OF THE PAWNEEE GRASSLANDS  - Bill Kaempfer 
Meet at 6:00 am sharp to form carpools at Niwot Park N Ride at CO 119 and Niwot Road. Carpool fee $10.00. 
See Longspurs, Burrowing Owls, Lark Buntings, Mountain Plovers, Nighthawks, and more. Seek out these birds with our 
BBC "master birder" Bill Kaempfer. Visit Crow Valley Campground and Lower Latham, both known for producing fine 
migrants. A trip not to be missed. A full day and well worth it! Return about 6:00 pm. Bring LOTS of water, snacks, lunch, 
binocular, scope, field guide, hat, bug repellant, and sunscreen. Must email in advance to sign up: Bill Kaempfer 
kaempfer@colorado.edu 
 
JUNE 2  FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING AT WALDEN WILDLIFE HABITAT ,  8:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. (leader needed) 
The entrance to Walden Pond is off of 75th, just south of Jay Road and north of Valmont Road where Boulder Creek 
crosses 75th. Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 8:00 AM, bird until eleven. Bring binoculars, scope, water and a 
snack. Everyone welcome. 

JUNE 15  JOINT BIRD WALK WITH WILD BIRD CENTER OF BOULDER, 7:30 to 10 a.m. - Steve Frye 
Meet at the Wild Bird Center of Boulder store at  1641 28

th
  Street to carpool. Store owner Steve  Frye will be leading the 

trip. Bird walk location will be determined on the morning of the walk. All ages and birding abilities are welcome!   No 
reservations required. 
 
  

We have a new Field Trips Coordinator, Christine Snitkin.  
Christine has been a resident of Boulder since only last summer, 
but enjoys discovering of the birds of Colorado. As an avid 
photographer of birds, she has learned to bring along her 
camera for unexpected sightings. This includes her back yard on 
Sugarloaf as well as her business travels as a petroleum 
engineer. Contact Christine at csnitkin@yahoo.com if you would 
like to suggest future field trips.   
Here’s the great list of spring trips Christine has put together: 
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JUNE 22  BLACK SWIFTS AT OUZEL FALLS, RMNP.  Evening trip. – Jason Beason 
The goal of this field trip is to see Black Swifts at Ouzel Falls in the Wild Basin of Rocky Mountain National Park. This 
breeding location was discovered in 1982 by Mike Figgs and Dave Alles and was the 29th site for Colorado. One to four 
Black Swift nests have been seen at this breeding site. We will begin the three mile hike into the falls at 6 pm in order to 
be there before dusk. Sunset is at 8:36 pm this day and we will have a bright moon since the full moon this month is the 
23rd. The swifts typically return to nest sites around dusk to roost. Please be aware of the hiking distance and the fact that 
we will hike out in the dark using headlamps (please provide your own). There is also a chance we could hear owls calling 
on the hike out and we will target Flammulated Owl in areas with likely habitat using call playback. Jason Beason, Special 
Monitoring Projects Coordinator for Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory (jason.beason@rmbo.org or 970-310-5117) will 
lead the trip. 
 
JUNE 29.  BIRDS OF GOLDEN GATE CANYON STATE PARK, 7:30 am to 1 pm.  - Paula Hansley 
Seek out nesting and singing birds of Golden Gate including Sapsuckers, Woodpeckers, Swallows, Nuthatches and more. 
Meet at East Boulder Recreation Center, west end of main parking lot at 7:30 am sharp and bird till 1 pm. Bring 
binoculars, bug repellant, hat and sun screen plus lunch. Eat at one of the park picnic areas. Carpool from Rec Center 
$2.00 to drivers. Drivers must have or purchase daily park pass. 
 
JULY 6 BOULDER BIRD CLUB ANNUAL SUMMER FLAGSTAFF MOUNTAIN PICNIC AND BIRD WALK, 8:00 AM to 
1:30 PM.  Back by popular demand, Julie Hammerstrom will again host this special summer bird walk and get-together at 
her home on top of Flagstaff Mountain. This is a great time to meet and visit with other members. Nesting birds, 
flycatchers, bluebirds, hummers, chickadees, a herd of turkeys and more. Bring your own picnic lunch. Meet at the west 
end of the East Boulder Recreation Center parking lot at 8 AM sharp to carpool to Julie’s. Those with walking impairments 
will enjoy birding around the house. Return around 1:30.   Leader: Lonny Frye 303 931 9131. 

 

Roadrunners Wednesday Outings Begin April 17! 

 

Roadrunners is off and running beginning April 17! Meet at 7:30 a.m. sharp at the northwest corner of the 

parking lot of the East Boulder Recreation Center (5660 Sioux Dr, Boulder, CO 80303) for carpooling to a local 

birding hotspot. Bring a little money to chip in for carpooling, and for coffee afterwards. Most trips return to the 

EBRC parking lot by 11:00 a.m. Occasionally we go farther afield, and the return time is later. 

Below is a list of the trip leaders from April 17 through the end of June. Contact them a few days before the trip 

if you want to find out where they are taking us and whether the return time will be later than 11:00 a.m. 

Remember to bring binoculars and dress for the weather. The trips are not strenuous, but sometimes involve 

walking on trails, so bring proper footwear. New birders are welcome! Hints for new people and returning 

birders: (1) let everyone get a quick look in the spotting scope first, and then come back a second time for a 

longer look; (2) remember some people are using the trips to hone their bird call and song recognition skills so 

keep your voices low; and (3) don't be afraid to ask someone what you're seeing; people want to help. 

Our May 1 trip will be followed by our annual spring potluck lunch at Lonny and Vivienne's house at 1644 Pine 

St. Boulder 80302. Plan to come to that. 

 

List of leaders: 

April 17 - Sharon Norfleet/Gary Baxley gary_baxley@yahoo.com  

April 24 - Diane Carter DeeCarter7@aol.com 

May 1 - Ann Tagawa/ Jim Guerin anntagawa@msn.com 

May 8 - Ruth McCorrison ruthmc@comcast.net 

May 15 - Lonny Frye lonnyfrye@gmail.com 

May 22 - Martin Gerra mgerra3@yahoo.com 

May 29 - Claire and Tony Delany acdelany@live.com 

June 5 - Lou Mazzola mazzolacornoil@yahoo.com 

June 12 - Sharon Norfleet/Gary Baxley gary_baxley@yahoo.com 

June 19 - Ruth McCorrison ruthmc@comcast.net 

June 26 - Martin Gerra mgerra3@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note that until Roadrunners begin on 
April 17, the less formal 
“Roadcreepers” meet on Wednesday 
mornings at the parking lot of the 
East Boulder Rec Center at 8:30 a.m.. 
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Boulder Bird Club Winter Trip Highlights 

Jan 6 (First Sunday)  With the ponds frozen, and the Dipper AWOL from Boulder Creek (but the Snipe was still there), an 

alternative trip to Teller Lakes failed to find any rare gulls, but both Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks posed for study. 

Jan 9 A tour of Valmont Reservoir viewing sites yielded multiple Bald Eagles on the ice, Tundra Swans, a lingering GBH, 

and a Merganser trifecta, highlighted by striking “Goosanders.” 

Jan 16 We were entertained by Steller’s Jays on a hike up Skunk Canyon, where we found a Red-breasted Nuthatch and 

a Solataire. 

Jan 19—Diane Carter led a dozen birders on a Platte River field trip from 74
th
 to 88

th
, where Barrow’s Goldeneye, Rusty 

Blackbirds, Horned Larked and American Pipits were spotted. 

Jan 23  We took a hike on a cloudy day along the South Boulder Creek Trail toward Marshall, and saw some Red-

winged Blackbirds but not much else. 

Feb 2 Gullapalooza attracted over 200 birders to Valmont in search of rare wintertime gulls, but most of the gulls were off 

snacking while the birders hung around, coming back to roost on the ice late in the day.  

Feb 6  We drove to the lakes at Anthem Ranch lakes search of those elusive rare gulls which feed at a nearby garbage 

dump, and were rewarded with coffee and cookies at Lou Mazzola’s house, where we admired his many bird feeders 

and illuminated owl house. 

Feb 13  Bohemian Waxwing Quest. If only all quests were this successful!  We drove to MacIntosh Lake in search of a 

reported flock of Bohemian Waxwings, and quickly found nearly 50, with a few Cedar Waxwings mixed in. 

Feb 16 (North Boulder County: Lyons/Davis home) Close views of a radiantly lit Dipper, perched on a rock, in the St. 

Vrain; a pair of nesting bald eagles near Hygiene; and hungry birds at the numerous feeders at the Davis house. 

Feb 20—We went to Greenlee Preserve in search of a Merlin, and were rewarded by great views of two Great Horned 

Owls, plus a Bald Eagle flying over Teller Lakes (but no gulls feasting upon frozen dead carp). 

Feb 25 (Mountain Feeders with Bill Kaempfer) was enjoyed as a sunny day finding Pine Grosbeak, Clark's Nutcracker, 
Brown-capped Rosy-Finch and Black Rosy-Finch in Ward followed up with Red-breasted, White-breasted, and Pygmy 
Nuthatches along with Downy and Hairy Woodpeckers at the Fawn Brook Inn in Allenspark. 

BBC Bird N Yurt Trip to Colorado State Forest! 

On June 21 & 22 the BBC has scheduled the rental of at least two yurts with Never Summer Nordic 
Yurts in Colorado State Forest for a base in which to bird Walden and the Forest’s areas. A true 
advantage in using yurts is the proximity to nocturnal and high altitude birding sites, and they are an 
inexpensive means to sleep up to 6-7 people at $70 per yurt. Accommodations will be unisex and 
there is no running water at each yurt, but there is a faucet within 100 yards of the yurts with potable 
water. Each yurt has bear-proof storage bins, cooking utensils (including pots, dishes, and pans), an 
outdoor toilet with toilet paper, and gas stoves and lanterns. If many people are interested in sleeping 
in a yurt or if private quarters are needed for a single yurt, then we could reserve additional yurts near 
the first two. To view the yurts we have reserved to date and to check out the furnishings of the yurts, 
go to neversummernordic.com and click on Visit the Yurts. The two yurts reserved are Dancing 
Moose and Medicine Bow. It is suggested that each individual bring their own sleeping bag; and we 
can assign individuals to bring specific food and drink necessities to share potluck style. Details about 
parking and carpooling have not been worked out yet, but all those interested will be contacted as to 
when and where we will meet.  
 
Birds we may encounter during the day or hear at night, would be pygmy owls, boreal owls, three-toed 
woodpeckers, several species of duck, birds of prey, shorebirds, mountain-favoring passerines, and of 
course moose near Cameron Pass. Chuck Lowrie, who has led a similar trip to North Park in the past, 
has counted over 100 species of birds. On the second or third day we will likely go into Walden and 
bird along the reservoirs in and near the town. Last year there were phalaropes and several other 
kinds of shorebirds at the Walden reservoir.  
Please contact Lou Mazzola at Mazzola.LJ@gmail.com or 303-666-2142.  

 

The Annual Colorado Field Ornithologists convention will be held in Cortez May 16-19.  This is an 

excellent opportunity to see a new group of birds (or to add birds to your Colorado list).  The CFO 

convention will offer excellent west-slope birding, skilled field trip leaders, spectacular scenery, and fine 

camaraderie at an unbeatable price (three days of birding, lodging and meals for about $300 per person, 

double occupancy), plus lectures and a very entertaining Big Year presentation by John Vanderpoel at 

Saturday evening’s dinner. 

Learn more and sign up here: http://cfobirds.org/convention/2013/index.htm 
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Feb 27 Centennial Trail Roadcreepers braved cold weather that ended up feeling pretty warm with full sun and no 
breeze to enjoy Hawks: Red-tailed, Sharp-shinned, and Coopers. 

Mar 3 (First Sunday)  Walden Ponds 1st Sunday Chuck Lowrie led the group to find over 35 species including Tundra 
Swans and lots of ducks, American Dippers and the Wilson's Snipe in it's usual location on Boulder Creek since at least 
the 1st Sunday in November. 

Mar 6: Big Bluestem Trail and S. Mesa Trail Roadcreepers enjoyed listening to calling Northern Flickers and an 
American Kestrel interested in the same tree cavity as a Flicker on the Big Bluestem trail. Later on the S. Mesa Trail a 
beautiful Harlan's Hawk soared overhead. 

Mar 13  South Boulder Creek Trail at the Research Center.  We started off by shaking our heads at the weirdest bird of 
the year, a leucistic Robin.  Even its song sounded somewhat different.  Then, we observed a fine sign of spring, a pair of 
Red-tailed Hawks performing the first step in creating the next generation of hawks.  Thanks to Tony Delany for this photo 
of the strangest Robin any of us had ever seen! 
 

 
 
Mar 20:  Teller Farms and White Rocks Trail.  We started off with a good view of a challenging ID, Harlan’s Hawk, then 
hiked White Rocks Trail to the lake, where we saw what was either a big Mink or a small Otter swim across the lake and 
emerge on the bank.  Back at the parking lot, Lonnie located the Golden-crowned Sparrow which has been a winter 
regular. 
 
 
 
   

 

 

 

USING YOUR SMART PHONE TO FIND NEW BIRDS WHILE TRAVELING 

Whether at home or on the road, some new birding phone apps can be very 

useful.  George Mayfield reports that he was on a recent road trip to the 

Midwest and used BirdsEye to see what birds were being seen along his 

route.  Among the more interesting birds was a Great Gray Owl was hanging 

out in Central Wisconsin very close to George's route.  The bird was an easy 

lifer and could be seen from along a countryside road about 1/2 a mile off the 

state highway. However, George reports that without BirdsEye and his 

smartphone, he would have been unaware of the owl and driven right by, 

never the wiser.  George also shared his sighting on eBird and automatically 

added it to his life list with the location and date using BirdLog, so it was 

recorded for with other birders as well. 

George got some decent pictures of this magnificent owl, an unusual visitor to 

the lower 48.  The Great Gray (Strix nebulas)  is also the tallest owl in the 

world, although it is mostly feathers, both the Great Horned (Bubo virginianus) 

and Snowy Owls (Bubo scandiacus) are heavier and have larger feet and 

talons.  If you're interested to learn more about BirdLog or BirdsEye, you can 

send George an email at: george@birdsinthehand.com.  You can also find more information on BirdsEye and BirdLog on 

the website: http://www.birdseyebirding.com 

If you have a smartphone, or are thinking of getting one, they are great birding tools.   You may already be familiar with 

the smartphone versions of Sibley's, the Audubon guides and others.  But there are other apps that can be really helpful 

If you have a worthy project in mind, the DFO Research, Education, 

and Conservation Fund has $5000 available for grants in 2013. Grants 

will be awarded for projects that encourage the study, appreciation, 

and/or the preservation of birds and their habitats. See the DFO Grants 

web pages at www.dfobirders.org 

 

http://www.dfobirders.org/


while birding.  Two of these apps are BirdLog and BirdsEye: 

BirdLog is a listing app that uploads your sightings to eBird from an iPhone or Android device.  BirdLog works like a field 

notebook and allows you to list your birds, and using your phones GPS, it automatically captures your location, as well as 

the date and time.  You can send your sightings right to eBird from the field or share a bird list via email with fellow 

birders.   

BirdsEye works on the iPhone is used to find birds and lets you know what birds have been seen in your area.  It uses 

eBird's database and your phones GPS to tell you all of the recent sightings where ever you are birding!  BirdsEye 

displays sightings on a map as well as showing your birding hotspots that are nearby.  BirdsEye uses the millions of 

sightings entered every month into eBird.org to show you what birds are being seen near you, to let you know about rare 

birds in your backyard or throughout North America and to help you plan trips to find target birds.  The app also allows you 

to focus on birds not already in your list, and even has a special view of Rare and Notable sightings in your area. 

One of our Boulder Bird Club members works for the app developer, Birds in the Hand (nice name!).  If you've been on 

any of the Roadrunner or Creeper outings on Wednesdays you've probably seen George Mayfield tapping away on his 

iPhone when he isn't looking through his binos.   He’s not playing Angry Birds, he’s logging his sightings with BirdLog and 

looking for new birds with BirdsEye. 

 

 

FARTHER AFIELD….. 

Birding San Diego, by Lou Mazzola  

                       

On March 1-4 Laurie and I were in San Diego for the 17th annual Bird Festival sponsored by the San Diego Audubon 
Society. Birders have gathered from all over the US to count as many pelagic, desert, and mountain species as they could 
in a brief four-day period. Because so many of us here in Colorado live inland, we cannot readily observe pelagic birds 
such as murres, murrelets, jaegers, shearwaters, and other alcids. But organizers and leaders of the festival enabled us to 
experience and learn many new facts about the natural San Diego area. In addition to the entertaining field and pelagic 
trips available to participants, there were keynote speakers such as Dr. John Fitzpatrick, the Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Director of Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and Bill Thompson III, editor of Bird Watcher’s Digest. 
 
What impressed me the most about the event, were the truly well-organized trips and workshops conducted by volunteers 
and professionals who “knew their birds.” On our first trip we were treated to a free daily afternoon birding trip along the 
San Diego estuary led by Millie and Peter Thomas, local birders who were both patient 
and knowledgeable about the San Diego area. Along the estuary we encountered Western, Pied-billed, and Eared 
Grebes; Brandt’s, Double-crested, and Pelagic Cormorants, a variety of ducks and waterfowl, and 
many shorebirds such as Surfbirds and Black Turnstones. 
 
On our first full day in San Diego we joined eight California seabird and marine mammal experts for an excursion on the 
somewhat crowded 85-foot Grande to view some of the numerous seabird and marine mammal species found offshore 
near San Diego. Seabirds observed were Brant, Surf Scoter, Caspian and Royal Terns, Black Skimmers, Northern 
Fulmar, three types of Loons, Black-vented Shearwater, Manx Shearwater, Pomarine Jaeger, Scripp’s Murrelet, Cassin’s 
Auklet, and some Rhinoceros Auklet. Fin Whales, Humpback Whales, and Gray Whales were seen in numbers as they 
made their way back to Alaska from the warm lagoons of Baja California where they breed and give birth. Three species 
of dolphins entertained us by 
swimming near the bow of the boat: Bottlenose, Common, and Risso’s Dolphins. Elephant Seals relaxed in the sea 
floating with their heads sticking out of the water taking in sunlight, while California Sea Lions were either swimming 
nearby or lounging in the sun atop barges near the estuary. 
 
On March 3, I participated in a dash to count and observe over 100 species of birds, leaving the Marina Village and 
covering scrub-like, Pelagic, and riparian biomes in the San Diego area. By the end of the day our group, led once again 
by Peter and Millie Thomas, had counted 130 species. Some of the highlights were the Hepatic Tanager, a Summer 
Tanager, a Vermillion Flycatcher, a Clapper Rail, a Nutmeg Mannikin, eight California Quail, and both the California and 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. New species for us were the Oak Titmouse and the 
Tricolored Blackbird, among others. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With the height of the field trip season coming up, it’s helpful to be aware that the Boulder Bird Club has a website for 
posting last minute changes due to weather or other factors: 
 
The boulderbirdclub Yahoo! Group 

BBC members now have a way to communicate with each other about upcoming trips (local, national, 
international), share sightings information, photos, and other items of interest. Any trip cancellations due to inclement 
weather should be posted here, too.  
How to Join 

1. Go to http://groups.yahoo.com/  
2. If you are not yet a member of Yahoo! Groups:  

a. Click "Sign Up" (Joining Yahoo! Groups is free.)  
b. Complete and submit membership information. Membership gives you a Yahoo e-mail address.  

3. If you are already a member of Yahoo! Groups, sign in.  
4. Search for "boulderbirdclub".  
5. Click on "Join this group" to get to the boulderbirdclub membership request web page.  
6. Review and finish your request as outlined on the webpage.  

 (If you want to receive email announcements at your regular email address, you will need to submit and verify that 
address. You can do that from the web page, or later, by changing Account Information on your Profile page.)  

All membership requests for boulderbirdclub need to be approved by the moderator. You will receive a confirmation email 
when your membership has been approved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

China Tour for 8-days $2,910 per person. Sept- 11 - 18, 2013. 
Janet Chu <chuhouse@hotmail.com 

A non-profit tour to honor U.S. Aviators, military members, families and 
friends for their cooperation in supporting the Chinese people during WW II. 
Hosted by Overseas and Foreign Affairs Committee of Beijing, organized by 
Beijing Aviators Association.  WW II Veterans may apply for further reduced 
cost. Inclusive from LAX to Beijing and return. 
This is Jan Chu's 8th trip as a liaison. I do watch for birds and butterflies 
when any opportunity arises! 

 

Bird Australia, Led by Bill Turner, October l8-November 4, 2012 
We visit renowned O'Reilly's Rainforest Lodge in Lamington National Park, Kakadu National 
Park, and the Atherton Tablelands in northern Queensland with the opportunity to experience 
the Great Barrier Reef (all four are World Heritage areas) with excellent local birder/naturalist 
guides at each location. See birds such as bowerbirds at their bowers, the electric superb fairy-
wren, emu, cassowary, wedge-tailed eagle, the laughing kookaburra and up to seven other 
kingfishers, megapodes, honeyeaters, birds-of-paradise, parrots and cockatoos to mention but 
a few of the many birds we'll observe. Other wildlife we'll see are platypus, many species of 
kangaroos (including tree kangaroos) and wallabies, dingo, and crocodiles. 
The land cost is $6395 per person double occupancy with roundtrip airfare from Denver 
estimated at $2200. Maximum group size is l2. For an itinerary and further information, please 
contact Bill Turner at (303) 795-5128 or email: toursbyturner@aol.com. 

 

Environment for the Americas, a Boulder group which is Home of 

International Migratory Bird Day, is hosting their 3rd annual Walk in the 

Wild at Walden Ponds on May 18th. They  will have birds walks, 

spotting scopes, E.E> stations, and International Migratory Bird Day 

activities going on. . Proceeds go toward purchasing native plants and 

trees for bird habitat restoration for Boulder County Open Space. 

Details are at: http://walk.birdday.org/boulder 

 

CHIRPS 

Bobbie Mayer says that the male Cardinal we saw 
on a Roadcreepers trip last fall is still hanging 
around the pumphouse on the Hawthorne St. trail, 
singing away in hopes of attracting a female Cardinal 
to Boulder.  
 
And George Mayfield reports that there is a Birds 
and Beers Meet-up in Denver.  Check it out at:  
http://www.meetup.com/Birding-and-Beers/ 
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