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 Co-Presidents Letter

The past few hot and dry months didn't stop us from 
going out and enjoying the birds (with the exception of a 
rare summer cancellation of a Roadrunners trip due to 
the June Flagstaff Fire  - we wanted to avoid interfering 
with the emergency evacuation location at the East 
Boulder Rec. Center).  Noting just a few of our 
memorable summer experiences that involved singing 
and calling birds: Hermit Thrush along the Jean Luning 
Trail around Long Lake; Pygmy Nuthatch at Betasso 
Preserve Open Space;  Canyon Wren atop the cliffs of 
Old Saint Vrain Road in Lyons; and Virginia Rail and 
Sora at Sandstone Ranch Community Park in 
Longmont.  We hope each of you have had some 
memorable experiences, too, and will share them with 
your fellow birding friends at the December Holiday 
Party (see details within this newsletter).

Relevant to the birds we've enjoyed, we are pleased to 
announce that Claire Delany has volunteered to enter the 
Wednesday Roadrunners, Field Trip and First Sunday 
bird observation lists to eBird.  Claire has been doing 
this regularly these past months and we really appreciate 
her taking on this task for the Boulder Bird Club.

Nancy Ries Morrison has agreed to take on the 
Membership Chair freeing Jan Chu from her years of 
dedication performing this function.  We certainly can't 
thank Jan enough for what she has given to the club!  
Jan made sure that membership renewal cards were 
included with each late-December mailing of the 
newsletter and kept an up-to-date membership list of all  
members and their willingness to  donate or assist in 
any/all club efforts.  Nancy brings enthusiasm and ideas 
to the position and we also thank her for taking on this 
task.

New volunteers like Claire Delany and Nancy Ries 
Morrison, as well as our current BBC officers and all of 
the trip leaders, keeps the Boulder Bird Club going.  We 
are asking that all of you will remain involved and 
active which preserves our club to keep it fun and 
enjoyable for every bird lover.  

Personally, we find it pleasurable to be regularly outside 
with our birding friends and seeing the numerous avian 
wonders.  Best birding to all you!

Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley

Welcome New Members

George Mayfield                                 Bill Turner

GREETINGS FROM THE EDITORS

Pat Heller and John Ellis have decided to retire as 
newsletter editors.  We would like to thank them for the 
last four years of hard work producing the BBC 
newsletter and appreciate all the support they donated to 
our organization.  Again, thanks Pat and John.

Sharon and I have assumed the duties of acting 
newsletter editors, since the Summer Newsletter, and 
are seeking a fellow club member to assume the duties.  
Any and all inquires will be welcome.

Gary and Sharon

BBC OFFICERS

Co-Pres.         Gary Baxley 303 666 5894  
                       Sharon Norfleet gary_baxley@yahoo.com
Vice Pres.       Lonny Frye  303 931 9131  
                       lonny_frye@yahoo.com
Treasurer        Elease Miller 303 530 4376 
                       elesem@comcast.net
Roadrunners   Martin Gerra 303 444 7333 
                       mgerra3@yahoo.com
Field Trip Coord. Ruth McCorrison 720 255 3783
                       ruthmc@comcast.net
Sightings        Claire Delany 303 494 8190
                        acdelany@live.com
Newsletter      Gary Baxley 303 666 5894
                        gary_baxley@yahoo.com
Membership   Nancy Ries Morrison 1-574 276 9370
                        nanries@sbcglobal.net
Secretary         Peggy Oakes 303 449 0453

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Editor for the Boulder Bird Club Newsletter.

Experience: Most rewarding in knowing you are providing a 
vital service to your organization.

Qualifications: Must know how to use a computer and any 
word processor or publishing software.  (This newsletter was 
created using Apple Pages word processing software).

Responsibilities: Assemble quarterly newsletter, collect articles 
for publication before the end of the quarter, create PDF file and 
print at copy center.

Salary:  Personal gratification and appreciation and club 
adoration.

Contact: Gary and Sharon
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Thanks to Volunteers

A BIG Thank You goes out to those who volunteered 
and led Field Trips, First Sundays and Roadrunners 
during the summer months: Jan Chu, Chuck Lowrie, 
Ted Floyd, Skip Dines, Bill Kaempher, Ann Tagawa, 
Jim Guerin, Christie Owens, Jim Eide, Martin Gerra, 
Ruth McCorrison, Lonny Frye, Sharon Norfleet, Gary 
Baxley, Lou Mazzola, Diane Carter, Tony and Claire 
Delaney, Alan Blixt, and Carol Cogswell.  Although it 
was a hot dry summer we managed to find some 
excellent birds.  We all benefit and appreciate your 
commitment.  Also, we can't forget to thank Lonny 
Frye and Vivienne Palmer for graciously hosting the 
end of summer Roadrunners pot luck at their home.

*Birds of the Pantanal, Brazil*
Tuesday, October 16, 7:00 p.m. at the

 Meadows Branch of Boulder Public Library

Lou Mazzola will present a slide show on the birds and 
various interesting creatures of the Pantanal region of 
Brazil. Lou's trip covered the Pantanal in transition to 
the rainy season, the Cerrado immediately after some of 
the annual fires, and the cooler, humid Atlantic Forest 
region in Minas Gerais. Jaguars, giant anteaters, maned 
wolves, and several hundred colorful species of birds 
were highlights of the trip.

Boulder Bird Club Holiday Party 
Sunday, December 9, 2012

5 p.m. till ?

At the home of  Vivienne and Lonny Frye, 1644 Pine 
St, Boulder; 303-931-9131.  (There is some street 
parking and more just 1/2 block north on 17th in the 
parking lot off the alley.)
Everyone is invited; bring family, significant others, 
birding friends and your favorite finger food.  The Club 
will supply beverages and holiday cheer. It is a great 
opportunity for new members to meet old members.  
Swap birding stories of the year and get pumped up for 
the Christmas Bird Count on the 16th!

Summer 2012 Roadrunners

Well, once again we had a great summer with the 

Boulder Bird Club Roadrunners, and are looking 

forward to some great trips next summer lead by our 

fantastic members.  Thanks to to all the Roadrunner 

Leaders who made this such a memorable summer.

Here are a few photos from this past summer.

Swan at Montevideo, Uruguay city zoo  (Photo Jan Chu)

Uruguay

Jean Morgan and I visited northern Uruguay, 5 hours drive 
north of Montevideo after visiting the city zoo, to see a 
hippo, giraffes, lemurs, mandrills, merrcat  and ‘cats’.  
Visitor birds would fly into the compounds like kiskidee 
and bittern.  It was cooler than we expected and only one 
gulf fritillary butterfly visited its host plant  a ‘passion 
vine’.  Parque Lecocq was for endangered species.  Yellow-
headed flickers, wild rhea and lapwings fed in the grass and 
undergrowth.

In the north, Estancia Bichadeno, (meaning “nothing in 
sight") was our home for three days.  Immense ranches 
were fenced with friendly wire to enclose large green 
pastures grazed by sheep and cattle. Under our feet, as we 
hiked, were shiny pebbles of Brazilian agate.  Near a 
hilltop mausoleum (where caskets were openable) was a 
pure white “widow” bird.  Other brilliant blue birds flew 
from bush to bush. The horno (ovenbird) was in the corral 
where Jean milked a cow for our breakfast.
                                                                               Jan Chu  

Junonia genoveva, a common butterfly in the ranches.  

(Photo) Jan Chu

The most triumphant Bird I ever knew or met

Embarked upon a twig today

And till Dominion set

I famish to behold so eminent a sight

And sang for nothing scrutable

But intimate Delight.

Retired, and resumed his transitive Estate-

To what delicious Accident

Does finest Glory fit!

Emily Dickinson 1873
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Mother Kildeer protecting her nest.

Photo by Tony Delany 2012

Lazuli Bunting

Photo By Tony Delany 2012

Western Tanager

Photo by Tony Delany 2012

Orange-shouldered parrot  (Photo) Jan Chu

Trinidad (Asa Wright Bird Sanctuary)

Jan Chu and I traveled to ASA Wright Nature Centre 
and Lodge, Trinidad in late January, 2012.  This trip 
was one of my favorites, and we both agree, a must 
for birders and outdoors adventurers!  We were hosted 
by gracious staff, the veranda was stupendous giving 
us close-up looks at  the many neotropical birds of the 
region, the food was delicious, and the 6:00 PM rum 
punch on the veranda (or in the field on long days) hit 
the spot!  The veranda, where the birds are at feeders a 
few yards away, was always hosted by knowledgeable 
staff ready to repeat a hundred times which bird was 
which and give us information on them.  My veranda 
favorites were the male Tufted Coquette, the Barred 
Antshrike, the Blue-crowned Motmot, the Green 
Honeycreeper, the White-chested Emerald, White-
necked Jacobin, the hermits---I could keep going!!!  
We were fortunate in having a long-time guide, Rudy 
and his nephew, Mukesh, lead us the full seven days 
we were there.  

We took bus trips and walked in the field every day, 
seeing new birds and learning about the land’s 
inhabitants.  Some of our field trips included the 
Blanchisseuse Road, the Aripo Livestock Research 
Station, Manzanilla Beach, and the Nariva Swamp.  
We also had a special trip near the lodge to view the 
oilbirds, the bellbirds and the manakin lek.  Our final 
evening was in the Caroni Swamp were we saw 
massive flocks of Scarlet Ibis fly in to join the Snowy 
Egrets across the water!

Jean Morgan

Scarlet Peacock -  Anartia amathea  (Photo) Jan Chu
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Hummingbird on nest

Photo by Tony Delany 2012

Fall Field Trips
Thanks to Ruth McCorrison for organizing and 

coordinating these trips.

October
Sunday, October 7, 2012
First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds
8 a.m to 11:00 AM
Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds complex  Meet at 
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. and bird until 
noon.  Look for Fall birds and incoming waterfowl, eagles 
etc. as well as lingering shorebirds.  Everyone welcome.  
Dress for variable weather. Free.
Leader: Jim Fischer 303-940-3677

Saturday, October 13th, 2012
Rabbit Mountain Trails 
8:00 AM to 11:30 AM 
Meet at the Rabbit Mountain parking lot at 8 AM.  View 
migrating hawks, dryland birds and maybe even Bushtits. 
Gorgeous views of mountains and plains. Bring water, 
binoculars, snacks, and appropriate dress for the season.  
Some moderate hiking required. Directions from Boulder: 
take Highway 36 north to Lyons; go east on Highway 66 
for about a mile; turn left on North 53rd Street, and follow 
it to the Rabbit Mountain parking lot.  Leader: Peter Plage 
720-771-7563

Tuesday, October 16, 7:00 p.m.
Birds of the Pantanal, Brazil
at the Meadows Branch of Boulder Public Library
See special announcement within this newsletter for this 
visual program presented by Lou Mazzola; not to be 
missed!

November
Sunday, November 4, 2012
First Sunday Birding
9 a.m to noon (note today Daylight Saving Time ends & 
clocks are set back MST)
Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds complex.  Meet at 
Cottonwood Marsh parking lot at 9 a.m. and bird until 
noon.  Ducks should be in good color and plentiful.  See 
other birds present.  Everyone welcome.  Dress for variable 
weather, and be prepared for cold weather.  Free.
Leader: Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666

Saturday, November 17, 2012
Gulls and Scoters of Winter 
Saturday, 7:30 a.m. to afternoon 
Seek out our wintering Gulls and Scoters with the guy who 
made the definitive I.D. Video of Gulls  John Vanderpoel.  
Here is a great opportunity to extend your knowledge of 
birds. Great for both the novice and advanced birder.  We 
will go to where the gulls are????  Meet at Niwot Park N 
Ride at 7:30 a.m. Co 119 (Diagonal Highway and Niwot 
Road); and return in afternoon.  Bring lunch, snacks water 
and a hot drink.  Dress for variable to COLD weather.  Be 
prepared for the day.  Bring scopes, two-way radios if you 
have them. Carpool fee $3.00. 
Leader: John Vanderpoel 303-652-3678, or cell 
303-809-9611

December
Sunday, December 2, 2012
First Sunday Birding
9 a.m to noon
Join us at the Walden Ponds/Sawhill Ponds complex for a 
morning of winter birding.  Meet at Cottonwood Marsh 
parking lot at 9 a.m. and bird until noon.  Be prepared for 
cold weather (dress in layers, wear boots, not sneakers, hat 
& gloves).  Everyone welcome.   Free.
Leader: Ruth McCorrison 720-255-3783.

Sunday, December 9, 2012
5 p.m. till ?
Boulder Bird Club Holiday Party 
See special announcement within this newsletter for this 
fun annual event.

Sunday, December 16, 2012
Christmas Bird Count
Dawn to Sunset (You can participate for a portion thereof).  
Take part in one of the oldest Counts in the nation.  Join 
one of the teams of 2 to 5 birders to count all or part of the 
day or at your backyard feeder.  Birders of all experience 
levels are welcome; the more eyes the better.  Count 
Coordinator: Bill Schmoker at 303-702-9589 or 
Bill@Schmoker.org.

Bill Turner will be leading the following two birding trips 
in 2013:

Bird Costa Rica

March l9-April 2, 2013

Bill Turner

     View the spectacular resplendent quetzal in the 
secluded Savegre Valley cloud forest.  Visit the famous 
La Selva Biological Station where over 400 species of 
birds have been recorded.  Enjoy exploring the trails and 
watching teeming bird feeders at Rancho Naturalista, 
one of the best birding lodges in Central America, and 
marvel at scarlet macaws at Carara.
      Noted Costa Rican birder/naturalist, Max Vindas, 
will be our guide throughout this grand birding circuit of 
the many biologically-rich habitats of this country.  The 
price of $4295 per person double occupancy from San 
Jose includes all meals, accommodations, guiding, park 
fees and transportation in a comfortable coach with 
large viewing windows.  Maximum group size is l4.

For more information about these trips, contact Bill 
Turner at (303) 795-5128 or e-mail 
toursbyturner@aol.com.

Good birding,
Bill
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Bird Australia

October l8-November 4, 2013

Bill Turner

     This tour visits the renowned birding locations of 
O'Reilly's Rainforest Lodge, Kakadu National Park, and 
the Atherton Tablelands, areas home to well over half of 
all Australian bird species, with expert local birder/
naturalist guides.  Golden bowerbirds, king parrots, red-
tailed black cockatoos, emus, cassowaries, wedge-tailed 
eagles, barking owls, azure kingfishers, laughing 
kookaburras, tawny frogmouths, and superb fairy-wrens 
are just a few of the many birds we are likely to see.  
The land cost is $6395 per person double occupancy.  
Maximum group size - 14.

For more information about these trips, contact Bill 
Turner at (303) 795-5128 or e-mail 
toursbyturner@aol.com.

Good birding,
Bill

The Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory would like 
to share this information with the BBC.

Speaker Series Explores the Evolution of Birds

FORT COLLINS, Colo. – Rocky Mountain Bird 

Observatory and Denver Museum of Nature & Science 

have partnered to deliver a unique four-part speaker 

series titled “Living Dinosaurs: The Evolution of 

Birds.”

Four avian experts from across the U.S. are coming to 

DMNS to take people on an evolutionary walk in time 

through the eyes of birds. Dates, topics and speakers 

include:

 • October 24: “Early Origins” by Julia Clarke, 
associate professor and John A. Wilson Fellow 
in vertebrate paleontology, Jackson School of 
Geosciences, University of Texas at Austin

 • October 30: “The Diversification of Modern 
Birds” by Shannon J. Hackett, associate curator 
and head, Division of Birds, Zoology 
Department, Field Museum of Natural History

 • November 13: “Speciation and Hybridization” 
by Robb T. Brumfield, associate curator of 
genetic resources and associate professor of 
biology, Museum of Natural Science and 
Department of Biological Sciences, Louisiana 
State University

 • November 28: “Modern Extinction and 
Conservation” by John Fitzpatrick, Laboratory 
of Ornithology, Cornell University

All lectures in the series begin at 7 p.m. in the Ricketson 

Auditorium at DMNS, located at 2001 Colorado Blvd. 

in Denver. Cost is $8 for RMBO and DMNS members 

and students, or $10 for non-members. The speaker 

series is sponsored in part by the Society for the Study 

of Evolution. For information or to register, visit http://

www.dmns.org/learn/adults/after-hours/.  

Founded in 1988, Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory is 

a Colorado-based nonprofit that works to conserve birds 

and their habitats from Montana to Mexico through 

science, education and stewardship.
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