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 Co-Presidents' Letter 

Spring was a busy time with many birding 
opportunities led by Boulder Bird Club members.  We 
hope many of you took advantage of the outings and 
enjoyed them as much as we did.  A big "Thank You" 
to all of you who led 1st Sundays, Wednesday 
Roadrunners and the many Field Trips.

We especially want to recognize Ruth McCorrison, 
Field Trip Coordinator for her dedicated efforts lining 
up trip leaders throughout this past spring and be sure 
to take a look at what she has lined up for this summer.  
Ruth has, again, lined up some fabulous Field Trips 
with excellent leaders so don't miss out on these 
birding excursions.

We also appreciate the efforts of Martin Gerra for 
recruiting members to lead Wednesday Roadrunners as 
it is helpful to know who the leader will be each week.

And thanks goes out to Lief Saul, BBC Webmaster, for 
coordinating with us to update the website to reflect 
up-to-date information.  We know many members 
subscribe to the on-line version of this newsletter and 
the importance of accurate website content.

After countless years of dedication our Membership 
Chair, Jan Chu, is stepping aside for someone else to 
take on this task.  We can't thank Jan enough for her 
years of dedication and hard work collecting 
membership dues, keeping the membership list and 
coordinating the newsletter stuffing and mailing.  We 
are asking that you please consider taking on this task 
to allow Jan her well deserved "retirement".  Please 
contact Gary or Sharon and we'll work with you and 
Jan to "pass the torch".

We're looking for a few members to enter BBC bird 
sightings into E-BIRDS for each Field Trip and 
Wednesday Roadrunners.  Carol Cogswell had 
graciously been doing this for the club but is unable to 
continue due to her busy schedule.  We mostly have 
been covering for her, but it would be helpful to have a 
few designated members accomplishing this task.  If 
you've never had the pleasure of entering data into E-
BIRDS it's very easy to learn and takes a few short 
minutes to enter any given trip list.  If you are willing 
to be part of our new Sightings Team please contact 
Sharon.

Things are heating up for Summer so get out there and 
enjoy the birds!

Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet

The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities 
and ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 
accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!
Field Trip Coordinator: Contact for Scope and 
Radios. Contact the Field Trip Coordinator or Trip 
Leaders for information on their trips.  
Trip Cancellations: Our weather is unpredictable. On 
the (rare) occasion when a trip leader must cancel the 
trip due to inclement weather, illness, family emergency, 
etc., the leader will post the cancellation notice on the 
CoBirds site and the BBC “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo 
Group.
Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: 
Everyone who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-
up sheet before being allowed on the trip. By signing the 
sheet and/or participating in the trip, each person 
declares that he/she is solely responsible for his/her 
safety, and in no way will hold the Club, trip leader, or 
any participating person responsible for his/her safety. 
Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 
accompanied by a responsible adult.
Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee 
up front to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of 
trips we often forget. Have the exact amount and don't 
wait for driver to ask you for it. JUST DO IT. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Dawn Hagan   Lyons
Jennifer Collins  Westminster
Alan Blixt   Nederland
Sara Benson   Boulder
Meredith Anderson  Westminster
Janet Hanley   Boulder
Suzanne Swartzrauber  Boulder
Tim VanHaverbeke  Golden
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Co-Pres.         Gary Baxley 303 666 5894  
                       Sharon Norfleet gary_baxley@yahoo.com
Vice Pres.       Lonny Frye  303 931 9131  
                       lonny_frye@yahoo.com
Treasurer        Elease Miller 303 530 4376 
                       elesem@comcast.net
Roadrunners   Martin Gerra 303 444 7333 
                       mgerra3@yahoo.com
Field Trip Coord. Ruth McCorrison 720 255 3783
                       ruthmc@comcast.net
Sightings        OPEN Position
Newsletter      Pat Heller 303 604 1163
                        pat_heller@msn.com
Membership   Jan Chu 303 494 1108
                        chuhouse@hotmail.com
Secretary         Peggy Oakes 303 449 0453
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Rock Hopper Penguin by Joyce Takamine

Penguin Quest

by Joyce Takamine

In March I took a cruise across the South Atlantic on the 
Linblad/National Geographic Explorer.   My major 
purpose in taking the cruise was to finish seeing the 
species in the Penguin Family.  I needed to see Macaroni 
Penguin and Northern Rockhopper.  Some taxonomists 
split Rockhoppers into Northern and Southern and others 
have 3 subspecies of Rockhoppers.  I found this 
reasonably priced cruise by Linblad, which would take 
me to the places that I needed to go to see the penguins – 
South Georgia for the Macaroni and the Tristan group 
for the Northern Rockhoppers.  So I signed up for the 
cruise.  South Georgia is a regular stop for many 
Antarctic cruises, but very few cruises stop at Tristan da 
Cuhna.

The ship had just finished up its regular Antarctic season 
and needed to cross the Atlantic and head north for 
repairs and its summer season in the Svalbard region.  
So the cruise that I signed up for was basically a 
repositioning one to get the ship across the Atlantic with 
some revenue.  The cruise started in Ushuaia, Argentina 
the starting point for most Antarctic cruises.  We sailed 
for the Falkland Islands.  The crossing was only one day 
since the Falklands are fairly close to Argentina.  When 
we got to Stanley, capital of Falkland Islands, we were 
offered a couple of morning options and I chose the 
Gypsy Cove Walk in hopes of seeing some new birds.  
Around the cove we saw Magellanic Penguin and 
Falkland Steamerduck.  There was one other birder on 
the cruise – Laurence from South Africa.  Laurence and I 
did not feel like we had seen all the birds we could, on 
the cove walk, so when they offered to let us walk back 
to town and to the ship with a naturalist from the crew 
we took that route. We found some new birds on the 
shoreline – like  Rufous-chested Dotterel and Tawny-
throated Dotterel and Canary-winged Finch.  I had really  
hoped to see the Falkland Rockhopper Penguin and 
Ruddy-headed Goose, but learned that they are found on 
the West Island and we were not going there. The 
Falkland Rockhopper is one of the subspecies of 
Rockhopper Penguin and the Ruddy-headed Goose is 
related to the Upland and Kelp Goose which we saw on 
East Falkland.

Magellanic Penguin by Joyce Takamine

We then sailed for South Georgia, but with much time on 
our hands we had lectures from the staff naturalists on 
board and learned that the Falklands are geologically 
related to South Africa, not South American as one 
would expect since it is so close to Argentina.  Argentina 
was rumbling about wanting the Falklands, so the British 
military were on the Falklands and Prince William was 
there. We had hoped to see him, but they were stationed 
far away from our view.

During our long sea days we could bird from the bridge 
or wherever we could find some birds.  We saw 
Wandering Albatross, Southern Royal Albatross, Black-
browed Albatross,  Grey-headed Albatross, and Light-
mantled Sooty Albatross on the crossing between the 
Falkland Islands and South Georgia.  We also saw 
petrels, giant petrels, shearwaters, prions, storm-petrels 
and shags. Laurence and I spotted three diving-petrels 
which came fairly close to the ship and we could see that 
two were alike, but the third was different.  So we 
decided we had seen both Common and South Georgia 
Diving-petrels.  The staff naturalist who was the birding 
expert was up on the bridge with us and he did not 
dispute our identification.  We passed close to Shag 
Rocks where we could see South Georgia Shags.

South Georgia is mountainous and far enough south to 
be considered within the Antarctic Convergence.  There 
was fresh snow to greet us.  Several penguins breed on 
South Georgia – King, Macaroni, Gentoo, and Chinstrap.  
The Macaroni Penguins had finished their breeding so 
some were near the shore molting where we were able to 
see them.  Adult penguins molt after finishing the 
breeding cycle and they do not go out to sea while 
molting.
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King Penguins on South Georgia by Joyce Takamine

The King Penguins have a very interesting breeding cycle 
which lasts over a year so they cannot breed annually.  The 
big King chicks are called “oakum boys” because of their 
brown furry appearance.  Oakum was fiber that was used to 
seal timbers on ships and then tarred.  The King Penguins 
are up to about 3 feet in height and seemed smaller than I 
remembered when I first saw them on Macquarie Island 
(Australia).  It seemed such a juxtaposition to see Emperor 
Penguins with Reindeer.  The Norwegian sailors who came 
to South Georgia to process fur seals brought some 
Reindeer for sport and meat.  South Georgia has problems 
with two species that man has introduced to the island – 
reindeer and rats.  Rats being the bigger problems since 
they prevent many of the breeding birds from using the 
island.  Those that cannot breed on the main island have 
been pushed to the smaller “rat free” islands for breeding.  
Even big birds like albatross find it difficult to breed on the 
main island. The only passerine on the islands is the South 
Georgia Pipit and it breeds on the “rat free” islands. 

We were able to see the pipit and south Georgia Pintail on 
Prion Island.  They have designated Prion Island as the 
place to try to see the birds and have built a boardwalk, 
which makes getting around much more manageable than 
before the boardwalk was installed.  On our last day at 
South Georgia we were offered the opportunity for a 5 a.m. 
wake-up call so that we could try to be on the island for 
sunrise.  One of the photos that I took that morning now 
serves as my screen-saver on my computer.  

Now another sea watch from the bridge as we sail from 
South Georgia to Tristan da Cuhna.  The sea was in a 
boisterous mood, at times, during the crossing.  When the 
sea was rough staff tied rope around the walkway to the 
dining rooms so that we would have something to hold 
onto.  We started to see new sea birds – Yellow-nosed 
Albatross and Sooty Albatross and Spectacled Petrels.  
Finally after four days at sea we were nearing Tristan de 
Cunha the main place that I wanted to visit.  Tristan is only 
reachable by sea since there are no airports nearby.  We 
made it to Tristan da Cunha, the world’s remotest inhabited 
archipelago and were able to land on all three islands – 
Tristan, Nightingale, and Inaccessible.  There is a small 
community on Tristan and they were very concerned that 
those with colds and sniffles not visit the island since the 
natives have very little resistance to such bugs.  The 
island's volcano erupted in 1961 and the resulting lava flow 
came very close to the town.   The whole town decided to 
evacuate after the eruption and moved to England.  But a 

few years later they decided to return to Tristan.  I walked 
the lava flow on the visit to Tristan and then the local 
women had prepared goodies for us – including lobster 
sandwiches. Lobster fishing is the main source of income 
for Tristan.  We enjoyed lobster dinner on board ship that 
evening.   But the birds that I wanted to see are not near the 
settlement but on the other side of the island or on 
Nightingale or Inaccessible Island. Those of us who wanted 
were able to land on Nightingale to see the Northern 
Rockhopper Penguin.  It was a steep muddy climb from the 
landing to go see the Yellow-nosed Albatross and we could 
hear the penguins in the tall tussock grass, but could not see 
them since the grass is much taller than the penguins. But 
there was a group of penguins near shore molting so we got 
a good view of that outrageous hairdo, and a much easier 
place to access with the Zodiacs. After lunch the expedition 
leader went with the local guides to see whether we could 
land on Inaccessible Island and he sent word back with the 
“okay” to land.  Inaccessible Island has some narrow rocky  
shore where we could walk and bird.

The islands have Tristan Thrush, Nightingale Bunting and 
Inaccessible Bunting, which we saw. On Inaccessible the 
prize would be the Inaccessible Island Rail.  We looked and 
looked under the tussock grass, but did not find the rail.  
When it was time to leave a Tristanian came up to us with 
this dark bird in his hands – he had caught a young rail.  So 
those of us who were still on the island got to see the rail,  
but according to ABA rules we should not count it on our 
life list since it was captive when we saw it.  But we were 
very fortunate just to be able to land on Inaccessible since 
conditions usually do not permit a landing.   There was one 
bird that we missed on the islands and that is the grosbeak 
which the natives had searched for before we landed and 
they were unable to find it.   

Now onto Cape Town, South Africa and then home.  Sea 
was rough again at times and the winds slowed us down so 
we did not dock as early as hoped.  If we had been able to 
dock early the staff might have been able to prepare the 
ship for the next cruise and get a few hours off in Cape 
Town.  Many of the cruise participants stayed for a few 
days in South Africa, but I had been there before and was 
not interested in the activities offered so I opted to fly home 
the day after we landed in Cape Town.   I have 
accomplished my goal of seeing the two species that I was 
missing, but I would have liked to have seen the Falkland 
Rockhopper and a free Inaccessible Island Rail.  I have 
now seen all the species of penguins of the world and the 
Emperor Penguin is still my favorite.

Macaroni Penguin on South Georgia by Joyce Takamine

 PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES.   



A Special Offer for the Boulder Bird Club
Birding Montane Ecuador

Led by Mitch Lysinger and limited to just 8 
participants

After a memorable trip to Brazil with Mitch in 2011 bird 
club member, Lou Mazzola, has been anxious to 
experience Mitch's home turf, Ecuador, with him.  So in 
2013 Lou and his wife are planning to join the Field 
Guides Montane Ecuador tour in July of 2013 and have 
negotiated an arrangement to allow bird club members 
to pre-register and lock in the 2012 tour fee of $2750.  
Field Guides will 'block out' the tour for bird club 
members, and honor the 2012 fee until Sep 1.  After Sep 
1 they will open the tour to the public and the 2013 fee 
will apply.

When it comes to avifauna, the subtropical zone of the 
Andes, suspended between about 4500-8000 feet, is 
simply one of the richest and most enjoyable areas to 
bird anywhere in the world.  And Ecuador's subtropics 
offer perhaps the greatest montane birding that can be 
compressed into a short tour.  The tour spends the first 
three days on the beautiful western Pacific slope, where 
Toucan Barbet, Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan, Gorgeted 
Sunangel, Violet-tailed Sylph, Black-chinned Mountain-
Tanager, and other west-slope specialties are regular.  
Then we'll head to the eastern slope, to the fantastic San 
Isidro Lodge, located among Golden-headed Quetzals 
and White-bellied Antpittas at 6800 feet.  Here we're 
ideally situated on a remarkable ridge that is just 
teeming with birds.  Black-billed Mountain-Toucan, 
Slate-crowned Antpitta, numerous colorful 
hummingbirds and tanagers, Greater Scythebill, Andean 
Cock-of-the-Rock, Andean Condor, and many more are 
all very real possibilities, and we will have three full 
days to enjoy this place, its gourmet meals, and 
courteous accommodation.

For those interested in extending their vacation Field 
Guides offers a Galapagos tour that can be combined 
with this tour, August 3-13.  They also have options to 
extend the tour on several private excursions.

You can see the 2012 detailed tour itinerary and triplists 
from previous years tours at: http://
www.fieldguides.com/bird-tours/ecuador-montane
The 2013 itinerary will be essentially the same as the 
2012 one posted.  For a personal recommendation of 
Mitch and Field Guides from Lou you can contact him 
at 303-666-2142 or email him at 
Mazzolacornoil@yahoo.com.  To save a space and lock 
the 2012 price please call Maggie at Field Guides 
(800-728-4953) and identify yourself as a Boulder Bird 
Club Member.  A registration form and deposit of $275 
will secure your space.

Birds of the Pantanal, Brazil
Tuesday, October 16, 7:00 p.m. at the

 Meadows Branch of Boulder Public Library.

Lou Mazzola will present a slide show on the birds and 
various interesting creatures of the Pantanal region of 
Brazil. Lou's trip covered the Pantanal in transition to 
the rainy season, the Cerrado immediately after some of 
the annual fires, and the cooler, humid Atlantic Forest 
region in Minas Gerais. Jaguars, giant anteaters, maned 
wolves, and several hundred colorful species of birds 
were highlights of the trip.

Golden Plover

Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival
by Martin Gerra

The Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival occurs every year 
around the beginning of May in Hoquiam, Washington.    
This year it happened May 4-6, and I went with my sister 
and her husband, who live in Seattle.  Grays Harbor is on 
the Olympic Peninsula in Washington State.  It’s a fairly 
large salt water estuary and the main towns on the estuary 
are the formerly prosperous lumber towns of Hoquiam and 
Aberdeen.  If you’ve never been to this part of the Olympic 
Peninsula don’t expect pristine wilderness or large stands 
of virgin forest.  It’s pretty much been logged out.  In fact, 
it’s somewhat depressing to drive through this part of the 
peninsula past acres and acres of clear cut slash piles.  On 
the bright side, however, each spring hundreds of 
thousands of shorebirds stop to rest and feed in the Grays 
Harbor estuary on their migration northward.  They feed on 
the open mudflats in the estuary.

The Shorebird Festival is sponsored by the Grays Harbor 
Audubon society, the Grays Harbor National Wildlife 
Refuge and the City of Hoquiam.  It goes from Friday to 
Sunday with ongoing field trips to nearby sites for 
shorebird viewing.  Usually there is also a field trip to a 
protected area of the Olympic National Forest to view 
forest birds.  In addition to the field trips, there is the usual 
festival line up - lectures, seminars, workshops, a banquet, 
a speaker, a marketplace,  etc.  This year the featured 
speaker was Richard Crossley, an internationally acclaimed 
birder and photographer and author of The Crossley ID 
Guide.  

At this time of year the shorebirds are mostly in their 
breeding plumage so identification is easier than usual. I 
went to a lecture and slideshow entitled “shorebirds for 
beginners” followed by a field trip to the nearby Grays 
Harbor Wildlife Refuge.  There, on the mudflats of the 
estuary, I saw tens of thousands (literally) of Western 
Sandpipers, as well as Spotted Sandpipers, Black-bellied 
Plovers, Semi-palmated Plovers, Dunlins, Marbled 
Godwits, Whimbrels, and Short-billed Dowitchers.  On my 
second field trip, which included some rocky areas and 
some ocean areas, I saw Ruddy Turnstones and Red Knots.  
In addition to shorebirds my two field trips yielded  Greater 
White-fronted Geese, a Ross’s goose, Surf Scoters, White-
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winged Scoters, Brown Pelicans, Brandt’s, Double-crested, 
and Pelagic Cormorants, Caspian Terns, and Pigeon 
Guillemots, among others.

Hoquiam is about a 2 1/2 hour drive from Seattle.  If you 
attend the festival you can stay in Hoquiam or Aberdeen or 
further west on the coast in places like Ocean Shores or 
Pacific Beach.   If you drive down from Seattle be sure to 
visit on the way the Nisqually Wildlife Refuge just off of 
Interstate 5.  It has great trails and boardwalks for viewing 
marsh birds.

Quick Etiquette Reminders (when birding)
by Sharon Norfleet

In reviewing the archive of past newsletters I came 
across some trip etiquette tips worth putting "out there" 
again.

- Being able to identify birds by sound (calls, songs, 
wing noise) means keeping conversations as quiet as 
possible so those listening can hear the birds.  Often 
someone misses a bird or identification because they 
were not listening and the information has to be 
repeated.
- Let others know if you've spotted a bird that has hasn't 
been identified.  If the group has split into several 
smaller groups this can be a problem so it is best if the 
group can stay as close together as possible.  (Radios 
can be helpful, especially if birding by car.)
- Arrive on time at the trip meeting place so departure to 
the destination can be promptly achieved.
- Communicate in advance to your trip leader if you 
plan to do something else such as joining the trip 
somewhere other than designated meeting place.
- If you are leaving early be sure to let the trip leader 
know.
- Volunteer to drive in the carpool to take turns with 
those who drive most of the time.  And remember to pay 
the driver.
- Let the Trip Leader lead and set the pace.

ANNOUNCING ROADRUNNERS TIME 
CHANGE FOR JULY and AUGUST:

PLEASE NOTE:  WE WILL BEGIN AT 7:00 
A.M. INSTEAD OF 7:30 A.M. DURING THE 
MONTHS OF JULY AND AUGUST.   We will go 
back to a meeting time of 7:30 a.m. in 
September. This will help keep us a little 
cooler.

Roadrunners  will continue meeting in the parking lot 
on the west side of the East Boulder Rec Center (5660 
Sioux Dr., Boulder) on Wednesday mornings for our 
weekly birding outings.

BBC Wednesday Roadrunners
Summer 2012

Beginners and Newcomers are welcome!  Remember, we 
try to carpool to our birding locations, and riders reimburse 
the driver.  Bring Binoculars, spotting scope if you have 

them, camera, field guide, etc.  Sun screen and lip balm are 
recommended.  Especially during July and August, bring 
water.  Dress for the weather.  Most of the trails we walk on 
are unpaved, so street shoes are not recommended.   
 
Usually, we return to the East Boulder Rec Center between 
10:30 and 11 a.m., and those that want, go out for coffee.  
Occasionally, the return time will be later than 10:30 -11 
a.m. (e.g., July 18).   If you have questions about where the 
group is going and when we will return to the East Boulder 
Rec Center, or, if you think you might want to meet the 
group at the birding location instead of at the East Boulder 
Rec Center, call the leader and find out where he/she has 
decided to go.  Alternatively, check the Boulder Bird Club 
Yahoo Group posts.  Some of the leaders will post 
announcements before the Wednesday trip they are leading. 

Below is a list of the leaders through the end of September.  
Contact Martin Gerra, Roadrunners Coordinator  
(303-444-7333 or  mgerra3@yahoo.com), if you want to 
volunteer to lead the group for the two dates for which we 
don’t have leaders.

JULY
NEW 7:00 AM START TIME

7/4  Jim Eide    303-443-6236
7/11 Martin  Gerra  303-444-7333
7/18 Ruth  McCorrison  720-255-3783  (extended outing 
to Long Lake; return after lunch; bring sandwich, snacks, 
water;  dress for the weather; carpool to trailhead in 
Brainard Lake Recreation Area outside of Ward; bring 
money for parking fee) 
7/25 Lonny  Frye   303-931-9131

AUG
NEW 7:00 AM START TIME

8/1 Sharon Norfleet/Gary  Baxley   303-666-5894 
(extended outing to Caribou Ranch; return after lunch; 
bring sandwich, snacks, water;  dress for the weather; 
carpool to trailhead northwest of Nederland)
8/8 Lou  Mazzola  303-666-2142
8/15 Diane  Carter  303-428-7370
8/22 Martin  Gerra  303-444-7333
8/29 Sharon Norfleet/Gary  Baxley   303-666-5894

SEPTEMBER
RESUME REGULAR 7:30 AM START TIME

9/5 Tony and Claire Delaney  303-494-8190
9/12 Leader TBA
9/19 -  Carol Cogswell  720-304-2666
9/26 -  Leader TBA  (following morning birding is our End 
of Season Potluck Picnic at the home of Lonny Frye and 
Vivienne Palmer, 1644 Pine Street, Boulder).

Summer Field Trips

JULY

Sunday, July 1st, 2012
First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh Parking lot at 8:00 AM and 
bird the Walden/Sawhill Complex until 11:00 AM.  Be 
prepared for hot weatherLeader:Birch 
jdbirchmeier@yahoo.com.
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Wednesday, July 4th, 2012
A Butterfly Count at Cal-Woods
7:45 AM to 3:00 PM
The 29th year of this annual day-long count.  Before the 
butterflies warm up and take wing, many birds will be out 
for any BBC birders who want to come along.  Meet at 
7:45 AM at Safeway Grocery’s northern parking lot 
adjoining and south of Iris Ave, west of 28th St, Boulder, 
for car pooling.  The Count lasts until 3:00 PM or may end 
earlier if the clouds roll in.  Cal-Wood is known for its 
Parnassians, Swallowtails, Queen Alexandra’s Sulphurs, 
Ringlets, Persius Duskywings and 60 other colorful 
butterflies.  Children are welcome when accompanied by 
adults.  Leaders enjoy teaching about the butterflies we 
notice.  Reported to North American Butterfly Association 
(NABA). $3.00 per person.

Sunday, July 15th, 2012
Roll and Stroll Birdwatching along the Cottonwood 
Trail
6:00 PM
Join The Boulder County Audubon Society and OSMP on a 
bird-watching field trip at Cottonwood Trail.  Boulder 
Audubon birders team up with Topher Downham to 
provide this fun bird-watching experience to people who 
use walkers, wheelchairs, strollers, young legs, or older 
legs.  Birdwatching begins at 6:00 PM at the Cottonwood 
Trail trailhead, located on Independence Rd, just east of 
Foothills Pkwy (Hwy. 157) and 47th St. between Valmont 
Rd. and Jay Rd. in Boulder.  Bring hats, sunscreen, water, 
assistance if necessary, and binoculars if you have them, 
though some will be available to share.  Extra wheelchairs 
available for assistance or just to experience “rolling”.

AUGUST

Sunday, August 5th, 2012
First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds
8:00AM to 11:00 AM
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh Parking lot at 8:00 AM and 
bird the Walden/Sawhill Complex until 11:00 AM. Be 
prepared for hot weather. Leader: Chuck Lowrie, 
303-455-8417.

August 12 2012 Sunday "morning" at 2 AM
Nocturnal Migration and Perseids Meteor Shower with 
Ted Floyd
Join Ted Floyd for a middle-of-the-night listening and 
stargazing session at an eastern Boulder County site to be 
determined.  "Fall" migration is well under way 
in August in Boulder County!  See Ted's fine discussion on 
Summer Migration in the Summer 2009 newsletter in the 
archives at our website.  We will listen to Chipping 
Sparrows migrating to their molting grounds, and we hope 
to hear a rare Upland Sandpiper. Other possibilities are 
Barn Owl, Western Meadowlark, and people doing stuff 
late at night. With not much of a moon, we will also have 
an excellent change to enjoy the Perseids Meteor Shower, 
one of the great celestial highlights of the year.  This is a 
small limited group that will fill up quickly and a RSVP is 
mandatory.  E-MAIL Ted for possible last-minute 
changes: tedfloyd57@hotmail.com

Saturday, August 25th, 2012
Riverside Reservoir, Shorebirds and Waterfowl
7:00 AM
Leader is Skip Dines, skip@dcmllc.com or 303-530-3075.  
We return to this large secluded reservoir to search the 
extensive mud flats and shorelines for migrating 
shorebirds.  This private lake is home to colony nesters like 
pelicans and cormorants and also hosts a heronry that 
supports egrets.  There are many rafts of waterfowl on its 
vast surface, and in late August, the water should be down, 
exposing enticing lake bottom for peeps heading south.  
Bill Kaempfer will be along to help with gull and shorebird 

ID.  Four wheel drive vehicles are best for circling the 
shores, and bathroom facilities are available.  Meet at 7:00 
am at the Niwot Park N Ride on the Diagonal Highway to 
carpool to this amazing lake.  We will be unlikely to see 
anyone else there all day!  Those participants not 
continuing on with Bill to Northeast Colorado will return in 
the afternoon.  Bring lunch and appropriate gear for 
weather, sun, and insects.  This trip will be limited to 20 
people, so please contact Skip if you wish to go.

Saturday - Sunday, August 25th - 26th, 2012
Northeast Colorado Add-on Trip
Following the conclusion of the Riverside Reservoir trip 
you can choose to continue on to bird Northeast Colorado 
for the rest of the weekend with Bill Kaempfer.  We will 
continue east at the end of the Riverside outing with 
possible stops at Jackson Reservoir State Park and/or 
Prewitt Reservoir ending up in Sterling for the night of 
August 25th where we will stay at the Comfort Inn or the 
nearby Ramada, Super-8 or Best Western.  (Please make 
your own reservations.)  Sunday morning the trip will 
continue to Tamarack SWA, Red Lion SWA, Jumbo 
Reservoir with a return through Phillips County.  Expect 
more shorebirds plus eastern migrants and residents.  Bring 
all your optical equipment, 2-way radios, lunch for Sunday, 
snacks, water, comfortable footwear, appropriate clothing 
for this time of year and day, hats as well as insect and sun 
protection.  If you are not able to come on the Riverside 
Reservoir portion of the trip, but would like to come out 
and bird on Sunday—make arrangements with Bill 
at kaempfer@colorado.edu or 303-954-8998.

SEPTEMBER

Sunday, September 2nd, 2012
First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds
8:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Meet at the Cottonwood Marsh Parking lot at 8:00 AM and 
bird the Walden/Sawhill Complex until 11:00 AM.  Be 
prepared for hot weather.  Leader: Ann Tagawa and Jim 
Guerin, 303-443-8303. 

Saturday, September 8th, 2012
Barr Lake Birding Festival
7:00 AM to 11:00 AM
Join in the birding fun at Barr Lake State Park near 
Brighton, CO.  Lots of activities including live raptors, 
booths, bird banding by RMBO, bird walks on the hour, 
and kids' activities.  Families, birders, all welcome.  Call a 
birding friend and carpool.  Don't miss it!  Please note: 
there is a donation of $7.00 per car to benefit the Prairie 
Restoration Project.  Call 303-659-6005 for more 
information.

Saturday, September 22nd, 2012
Rocky Mountain National Park with Christie Owens
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Joint trip with the Denver Field Ornithologists.  Early fall 
weather brings out the beauty of RMNP.  The BBC, in a 
joint trip with the DFO, will bird it with Christie Owens.  
Meet at the parking lot for the Upper Beaver Meadows 
Trailhead, 2.3 miles from the Beaver Meadows Entrance 
Station, at 8 AM and bird until 2 PM. Bring a lunch and 
and the usual protection from sun and weather.  Call 
Christie for more information at 303-772-6048 or 
at christiel@q.com.

 PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES.   
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