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From The Editor  

Happy Winter BBC Birders! 

John and I are back "on-line" for working on the next 

BBC issue. While visiting in Monterey, California I 

noted a few new birds for me: Heermann's Gull, Black 

Phoebe, Townsend's Warbler just to name a few.   New 

to John were these plus some Oyster Catchers. Hoping 

for more time next year for Birding around the World. 

So Happy Birding to All and for staying Warm at Night! 

Pat, John, and "Buster" the dog. 

Pat  

P.S. The next issue deadline is March 15th. 

 

New Officers for 2012 

Former Vice Presidents Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley 

now share the Presidency. Longtime Field Trip Coordinator 

Lonny Frye has assumed the Vice Presidency. Ruth 

McCorrison has taken over as Field Trip Coordinator. 

Congratulations and thanks, Gary, Sharon, Lonny and Ruth.  

- Chuck 

 

Treasurer’s Report - 2011 
 

During 2011 the club purchased a projector and made 

donations of $300 each to the Nature Conservancy and the 

Birds of Prey Foundation and $200 each to Cal-Wood 

Education Centre and the RMBO to fund a scholarship for a 

Boulder County Youth.  The club realized a net income of 

$638.46 for this fiscal year and has a cash balance of $3,140. 

   

- Elease Miller - Treasurer 

From The President 

Again, many thanks go to our trip leaders who have made 

this fall so enjoyable for the Boulder Bird Club. In 

October Peter Plage again led his Rabbit Mountain walk. 

The weekend of November 12th and 13th was especially 

memorable with Dick Pratt’s annual Circle of Lakes and 

Chris Owens’ Northeast trip. First Sunday outings were 

led by Chuck Lowrie, Carol Cogswell and Elena Klaver. 

Pete made his usual outstanding contribution as unofficial 

co-leader. 

Margaret and Vincent Arp hosted another Christmas Party 

at their home. As a first, slide shows of two African trips 

taken by Gary and Sharon and the Arps ran throughout the 

evening in separate rooms. 

Lonny and Vivienne hosted a board meeting featuring 

gourmet fare thanks to Vivienne. 

Our special appreciation goes to the five-year running 

newsletter team of  Pat Heller, John Ellis and Leif Saul. 

The Road Creepers celebrated longtime leader and Field 

Trip Coordinator Joe Krieg’s eightieth birday with a 

special luncheon at Turley’s. 

Joe scheduled this fall’s trips. This is his fifth year as our 

fall scheduler. We’re looking forward to the trips for this 

winter, scheduled again by Jean Morgan. 

Good birding for all in 2012! 

- Chuck Lowrie  

 

 

   

 

- Chuck Lowrie  

 

 

The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities and 

ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 

accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!  

Field Trip Coordinator: Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). Contact 

trip leaders for information on their trips.  

Trip Cancellations: Our weather is unpredictable. On the (rare) 

occasion when a trip leader must cancel the trip due to 

inclement weather, illness, family emergency, etc., the leader 

will post the cancellation notice on the CoBirds site and the 

BBC “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo Group. 

Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: Everyone 

who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-up sheet before 

being allowed on the trip. By signing the sheet and/or 

participating in the trip, each person declares that he/she is solely 

responsible for his/her safety, and in no way will hold the Club, 

trip leader, or any participating person responsible for his/her 

safety. Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee up front 

to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of trips we often 

forget. Have the exact amount and don't wait for driver to ask 

you for it. JUST DO IT. 

BBC Scope/Radios: The BBC scope and two-way radios are 

available for trip leaders. Call Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). 

 

BBC OFFICERS 

Co-Presidency Gary Baxley, 

Sharon Norfleet 

          303-666-5894  

       gebsmn@gmail.com 

Vice President Lonny Frye 931-9131 lonny_frye@yahoo.com 

Treasurer Elease Miller 530-4376 eleasem@comcast.net 

Roadrunners Martin Gerra 444-7333 mgerra3@yahoo.com 

Field Trips Ruth 

McCorrison 

720-255-

3783 

ruthmc@comcast.net 

Sightings Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666 

Newsletter Pat Heller 604-1163 pat_heller@msn.com 

Membership Janet Chu 494-1108  chuhouse@hotmail.com 

Scopes/Radios Lonny Frye 931-9131  

Secretary Peggy Oakes 449-0453  
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Alison Kondler Presents Birding By Ear 

Boulder Bird Club Spring Meeting 

Sunday April 22, 2012 Golden West Manor 

The most beautiful music in the world is created by birds. 

Their songs can easily brighten our day and instantly move 

us closer to nature.  They can also be the most frustrating 

part of birding. With so many “tweets”, “chips”, “trills”, 

and “beeps” it’s hard to keep them all straight. Especially 

with all the birds we have here in Colorado, deciphering 

between their sounds can be a big challenge. Have you 

ever said to yourself or others in the field, “What bird 

made that sound?”, “I’ve heard that before, but I don’t 

remember who is singing it.” “Ok, it saying, ‘tea kettle, tea 

kettle’, but what bird says that? Uhhh!” You are not 

alone.     

This much sought after “birding by ear” program, created 

and presented by Alison Kondler, will help you to listen to 

bird sounds in completely different ways by using 

personalized creative mnemonic techniques for all types of 

learning styles and birding levels.     

Here are a few examples of what to expect from this 

class:   

 Listening for a small piece of a complicated song  

 Looking for physical attributes on the bird to 

match it to the sound   

 Creating a story about the bird to make its song 

unforgettable    

 What to look for when observing a bird singing    

 Overlaying human songs onto birdsongs    

 Brand new techniques to help you to visualize the 

song 

 And much more     

Alison has been a naturalist at Roxborough State Park 

since 1999, completed Audubon Society of Greater 

Denver’s Master Birder course in 2008, and is currently 

working on an “under wraps” birding project. 

  

 

POLAR BEARS ON THE TUNDRA 

by Ann Tagawa 

 The third week of October I traveled to Churchill, 

Manitoba on western Hudson Bay where I spent the week 

observing and photographing polar bears and other Arctic 

wildlife. Most of the migratory birds had left for the 

season, but there were still numerous flocks of Snow 

Bunting, energetically feeding on the tundra and preparing 

to leave. We also saw Common Eider, Willow Ptarmigan, 

Tundra Swan, Glaucous and American Herring Gull, 

Canada and Cackling Goose, Common Raven, Red-

breasted Merganser, Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated 

Sandpiper, and Snowy Owl. 

 Other mammals were Arctic Fox, Red. Fox, and 

Arctic Hare, but the main goal of this trip was to observe 

the bears as they gather along the coast of the bay, waiting 

for the ice to form so that they can resume hunting Ringed 

Seals after their forced period of fasting while confined to 

land. In the case of males and non-pregnant females, this 

fast lasts four to five months. For pregnant females, it is a 

long seven months. We saw many bears, and each evening 

after dinner, we had excellent presentations by the guides 

on the Arctic environment, the bears' life cycle, effects of 

climate change, and other related topics. 

 We stayed about fifteen miles outside of Churchill 

(one and a half hours travel time) on the tundra in an 

accommodation called the Tundra Lodge. This is a five-

car, train-like system with a Polar Rover vehicle to allow 

guests to go out in the daytime to explore the surrounding 

area along the bay. The entire experience was first-rate, 

and I am grateful to have seen these magnificent animals 

up close and in their natural environment. Sadly, one is 

continually reminded of the perils they are facing now and 

in the future. 

 

 

John Barr took these great shots of a leukistic regwinged blackbird seen at ???. 



PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES. 

 

BOULDER BIRD CLUB Field Trips & Activities 

Boulder Bird Club Calendar for Winter, 2012 
This quarter’s calendar was produced by Jean Morgan. 

JANUARY 2012 

January 1 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden 

Wildlife Habitat.  Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot 

at 9:00AM, bird until noon. Look for wintering 

waterfowl and other birds. Dress for cold weather, with 

warm footwear and hat. Bring binoculars, scope, water 

and a snack. Everyone welcome. Leader: Lonny Frye 

303-931-9131 

 

January 21 (Saturday): Platte River. Half day trip.  Meet 

at the trail head parking lot on 74th  just west of Hwy 76 

at 9 am.  If you are carpooling from Boulder meet at the 

east rec center at 8:30.  From Boulder TPK take Hwy 270 

to Hwy 76.  Right after merging onto 76, take the 74th 

street exit.  Turn L (west).  After crossing over the Platte, 

turn left into the trail head parking lot on the south side 

of 74th, 1/2 mile. Bring a scope if you have one and dress 

very warmly, especially your feet. Foot warmers are 

great!  We will walk north along the river.  Diane Carter    

DeeCarter7@aol.com  or 303 427 3371.  

 

January 28 (Saturday): Birding with Wild Bird Center, 

Boulder.  Leave the WBC at 1641 28
th
 St. in the Buffalo 

Village Shopping Center, Boulder at 7:30 AM SHARP!  

Bird at local hot spots until 10:30-11:00 

with owner, Steve Frye 303-442-1322 

FEBRUARY 2012 

February 4 (Saturday): Inside Valmont Reservoir. 

Gullapalooza at Valmont with Ted Floyd and friends 

 Please join us at Valmont Xcel Power Plant from noon 

to sundown for the annual Gullapalooza celebration of all 

things Laridae. We will have  special guest leaders, along 

with Ted Floyd, author and editor, Smithsonian Field 

Guide, Birding Magazine. Probably the largest regularly 

scheduled bird walk in the country, the winter excursion 

within the confines of the Xcel facility has become the 

premier winter bird walk in the Front Range. Meet at 

12:00 noon, bird until sunset. Bring water and snacks and 

have boots and clothing appropriate for cold weather. 

From Arapahoe take 63rd Street north to the power plant 

entry gates on the east side of the road. Leaders: Ted 

Floyd (contact by e-mail only: tedfloyd@aba.org) or Bill 

Schmoker 720-201-5749. 

February 5 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden 

Wildlife Habitat. (See January for write-up). Leader: Chuck 

Lowrie 303-455-8417 

February 11 (Saturday): Legion Park.  Meet at 8:00AM at 

Legion Park (just east of Xcel Valmont Plant on Arapahoe 

on the north) and venture out to other birding areas until 

12ish. Leader:  Christian Nunes  pajaroboy@hotmail.com 

February 25 (Saturday): Mountain Feeders with Bill 

Kaempfer.   Meet at 8:00AM at the Boulder Justice 

Center at 6
th
 and Canyon, bird until mid-afternoon.  

Lunch at a mountain café.  Leader:  Bill Kaempfer  

kaempfer@colorado.edu or 303-954-8998. 

 

 

 

MARCH 2012 

March 4 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden Wildlife 

Habitat (See January for write-up). Leader:  Jim Guerin 

303-443-8303. 

March 18 (Sunday):  Longmont Area Birding.  Meet at 

8:00AM at Jim Hamm Natural Area parking lot at 

County Line Road and 17th Ave, East Longmont, bird 

until 1 or 2PM. Visit hot spots to ID our winter visitors 

including water fowl and grebes. Leader: Chris Owens 

303-772-6048.  

 

March 24 (Saturday):  First Signs of Spring.  Meet at 

East Boulder Rec. Center NW corner of parking lot at 

8AM and carpool to area locations for spring migrants 

and waterfowl.  Bird until noon.  Leader: Pete Plage  

PETERPLAGE@GMAIL.com 

 

March 31 (Saturday):  Wheat Ridge Greenbelt. Meet at 

East Boulder Rec. Center NW corner of parking lot at 

8:00AM SHARP!  Carpool to Prospect Park at 44
th
 and 

Robb (West of Wadsworth) to meet Jim at 8:30 who will 

show us new spots of his favorite birding area.  Bird until 

12ish.  Lunch at Vincenza’s after birding?    Leader:Jim 

Fischer 303-940-3677         
 

 

 

REMINDER! January through March 

First Sunday Birding is 9:00 AM to noon. 

EXPERIENCING UGANDA, AFRICA 

Combining a love of birds and seeking an adventure, 

three BBC members, Gary Baxley, Sharon Norfleet 

and Martin Gerra, embarked on a trip to Uganda, 

Africa. An opportunity to travel to a country with over 

1,000 species of birds was found to be quite 

rewarding. 

Located in eastern Africa bordering beautiful Lake 

Victoria, Uganda is optimally positioned close to the 

equator. This location, when combined with an 

average altitude of 1000 meters above sea level, 

affords an opportunity to experience numerous 

ecosystems. This provided the group a chance to see 

437 species of birds in the 2 and 1/2 weeks we were in 

the country. 

Starting in Entebbe, traveling north west to Murchison 

Falls National Park, southward along the Democratic 

Republic of Congo border in the west, almost to 

Rwanda and easterly to Mburo National Park enabled 

us to explore an extensive part of western Uganda. 

This enabled the group to experience savannas, shrub 

lands, tropical forests and wetlands. 

We found Uganda to be a beautiful country, inhabited 

by friendly people with an incredible bird population 

and other wildlife. On our first day of birding we were 

delighted to see the Shoebill Stork in Mabamba 

Swamp along Lake Victoria. 

That first day of birding we were busy learning new 

birds with nearly every one we saw. Later on the trip 

our group spotted a Grey Pratincole, on the Kazinga 

Channel between Lake Edward and Lake George, in 

Queen Elizabeth National Park. The Grey Pratincole is 

a West African species and has only been spotted in 

East Africa once before, 20 years ago in Rusizi N.P. in 

Burundi. It is our intent to present a photo presentation 

to the club in the near future. 

- Gary Baxley, Sharon Norfleet 
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