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From The Editor  

As the upcoming holiday bustle approaches, the BBC 

newsletter also coincides with Christmas week.  Hopefully, 

all newsletter submissions were included in this issue; if not, 

please e-mail me again and the next issue will include your 

submission.  Please note that the next newsletter deadline is 

March 20th for the April/May/June issue. Many thanks to the 

hard work of Jean Morgan for putting together the field trip 

calendar and Jan Chu and "all those newsletter helpers" and 

also to our outgoing co-presidents, Ann Tagawa and Jim 

Guerin, who were great in helping out with the newsletter. 

Good Birding! 

Pat  

BBC OFFICERS 

President Chuck Lowrie  455-8417 lowrie2@mindspring.com 

Co-Vice-

Presidency 

Gary Baxley, 

Sharon Norfleet 

          303-666-5894  

       gebsmn@gmail.com 

Treasurer Elease Miller 530-4376 eleasem@comcast.net 

Roadrunners Martin Gerra 444-7333 mgerra3@yahoo.com 

Field Trips Lonny Frye 931-9131 lonny_frye@yahoo.com 

Sightings Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666 

Newsletter Pat Heller 604-1163 pat_heller@msn.com 

Membership Janet Chu 494-1108  chuhouse@hotmail.com 

Scopes/Radios Lonny Frye 931-9131  

Secretary Peggy Oakes 449-0453  

A big THANKS from the Board to the faithful group who 

'stuffed' this newsletter for mailing and to Peggy who telephones 

the helpers. 

We missed the cheerful presence of Wanee Butler at the stuffing. 

 She passed away in October.  Wanee was truly a 'small, but 

mighty' lady, having served the community as an educator, 

supporter of the arts, active in many environmental groups - 

notable the Butterfly Pavilion - and other organizations too 

numerous to list here.  She especially enjoyed the BBC First 

Sunday and Wednesday Roadrunners' trips. Peace to Wanee's 

family. 

- Peggy Oakes 

Thanks to Ann and Jim! 

As Co-presidents, Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin provided 

excellent leadership to the Boulder Bird Club by infusing 

exceptional enthusiasm as true bird lovers.  This is evidenced by 

their dedication to monitoring numerous blue bird nest boxes 

throughout Boulder County as well as their active support of 

numerous environmental organizations such as Audubon, the 

Center for Biological Diversity and most recently their 

involvement with West TSA to preserve trails for Boulder 

birders.  Of course, let us not forget Ann's prior three years as 

Vice President of the Boulder Bird Club.  The Boulder Bird 

Club gratefully appreciates the excellent leadership provided by 

Ann and Jim during 2010 and looks forward to many more years 

of birding with both of them. 

- Chuck Lowrie   

Copresidents’ Letter  -  December, 2010 

2010 has passed so quickly, and now we are writing the last 

newsletter as your Copresidents. We feel really good about 

handing over the President's job to Chuck Lowrie, who has 

done a great job as Vice President and has been such an active 

member and avid birder for many years. Gary Baxley and 

Sharon Norfleet will be there to assist Chuck as the new Co-

Vice Presidents.  After two years of service as Roadrunner 

Coordinator, Claire Delaney is stepping aside for Martin Gerra 

in that position. Again, Martin is a member who continues to 

help more each year, and we really appreciate his volunteering 

for RR. Thanks so much to Claire for her hard work and great 

results! 

Speaking of Roadrunners, you may have heard that after the 

official schedule ended, the group morphed into the 

"Roadcreepers" and has continued meeting on Wednesday 

mornings with a later start at 8:30 instead of 7:30. This group is 

a bit more impromptu about where to go, but they have had 

some excellent outings and sightings, including Sandhill Crane, 

Tundra Swan, Golden-crowned Sparrow, Virginia Rail, Yellow-

headed Blackbird, Sora, and Common Loon. Roadrunners will 

start up again in mid-April of 2011, two weeks earlier than in 

the past. 

As our Sightings officer, Carol Cogswell has been entering the 

data from the trip checklists on the eBird website at the Cornell 

Lab this entire year. This is a very worthwhile project as the 

species and numbers of individuals that we see are now part of 

a massive database and ongoing research. Volunteer members 

are also entering the data from trips of past years, and Kevin 

Winseck is doing the same for us as a paid intern. Hopefully, 

we can get all checklists going back to 1993 entered in the next 

year or two. 

We have ended the year with a nice balance in the bank account 

and so are pleased we can support some of our favorite local 

non-profits with donations. This year we have given to 

Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Center, Birds of Prey 

Foundation, Center for Native Ecosystems, and Rocky 

Mountain Raptor Program. In addition, we donated $200 to 

help fund a scholarship for a child to attend the Science Camp 

at the Cal-Wood Education Center next summer. Another $200 

will go to support the research done by the Colorado Breeding 

Bird Atlas II. All of these donations are made possible by the 

generosity of the members who contribute to our club. Thank 

you! The Board agreed that as of January 2011, membership 

dues for electronic members will stay at $8 a year and will 

increase to $10 a year to cover printing and mailing costs for 

hard copy members. 

Finally, as usual, we ended the year with a wonderful holiday 

party, this one hosted by Margaret  and Vincent Arp in their 

spacious home east of Boulder. There were lots of delectable 

edibles and wine and good visiting among the members. Thank 

you very much to all who helped and especially to Chuck 

Lowrie and  the Arps. 

Wishing you all good birding in 2011! 

Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin 
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BBC – Treasurer’s Report –Dec, 2010 

At the end of this year the club’s assets are:  

Cash on hand $3, 330 

Birding Scope $2,470 

  

The income for the Year was:   

Membership dues $1,544 

Membership donations $1,381 

Interest on cash $7 

  

Expenses for the Year were:  

Donations to Organizations: $1,000 

Gifts $143 

Meeting Expense $211 

Newsletter-Printing/postage $617 

Miscellaneous supplies $12 

  

Net income for the Year $949 

Denver Museum of Nature & Science - Donations 

Ever since Dr. Paula Cushing assumed the helm as the 

Department Chair of the Zoology department at the Denver 

Museum of Nature and Science, the Zoology department has 

improved immensely.  Once again, she has started an extremely 

worthwhile project to update and improve the ornithology 

collection at the museum through an ornithology fellowship.  Due 

to the exceptional abilities of Dr. Cushing, she has gained the 

support of an important Trustee Emeritus, Jack Ferguson, to 

improve this ornithology collection; something that should be 

endearing to the Boulder Bird Club. 

Mr. Ferguson has generously donated a $10,000 matching grant 

to the Zoology department, specifically to improve the 

ornithology collection at the museum, and so far, due to the 

generous support of bird lovers, Dr. Cushing is a little over half 

way to the goal.  Sharon and I have already made a generous 

donation and would like to urge other Boulder Bird Club 

members to help improve this collection, as well.  Any donation 

to support this effort would be appreciated. 

These donations will support an ornithology fellowship to 

employ a graduate student to work on the collection.  The last 

fellow, Sarah Manor, worked for five months making enormous 

improvements to the collection, and one of the many 

enhancements was the transfer of 42,000 records to create an 

online accessible data base at 

http://arctos.database.museum/SpecimenSearch.cfm.  This type 

of information will aid in the improvement of bird conservation 

within Colorado and the Rocky Mountain region.  A second 

Ornithology Fellow, Andrew Doll, will soon be hired. 

To support Dr. Cushing’s work and to help achieve the matching 

goal, contributions can be sent to: 

Paula Cushing, Ph.D 

Denver Museum of Nature and Science 

Department of Zoology 

2001 Colorado Blvd 

Denver, CO 80025 

Specifically make the tax deductible contribution to DMNS in 

support of the Ornithology Fellowship. 

- Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet 

April Nebraska/Kansas Field Trip 

Fri  April 1 - we drive to Sand Hills motel in Mullen, 

Nebraska (supposedly 5 hours, 19 minutes per MapQuest). 

Sat April 2 – A.M...  Lek tour (greater prairie-chicken and 

possibly sharp-tailed grouse) sponsored by Sand Hills Motel / 

P.M.  Drive to Kearney, NE  (2 or 3 hours)  

Sun April 3 - A.M. Rowe Sanctuary crane blind  near 

Kearney, NE /  P.M.  Birding in area and optional  evening 

crane blind. 

Mon April 4 - A.M.  Rowe Sanctuary crane blind / P.M.  

Drive to Great Bend, Kansas (2 or 3 hours) 

Tues April 5 - A.M.  Tour of Cheyenne Bottoms with 

Kansas Wetlands Education Center ($5 for 90 minutes, or a 

private tour can be arranged, depending on group preference) 

 /  P.M.  Birding on our own in Cheyenne Bottoms. 

Wed April 6 - A.M.  Birding Quivira NWR on our own 

/P.M.  Drive back to Boulder.  (6 hours 22 minutes per 

MapQuest); alternatively, those who wish, can spend an extra 

night in Great Bend and return to Boulder the following day. 

http://www.gliddencanoerental.com - website on Sand Hills 

motel and lek tour  

http://www.rowesanctuary.org - website on Rowe sanctuary 

near Kearney, NE 

http://www.visitgreatbend.com/Wetlands_Education_Center.

asp - website on Cheyenne Bottoms 

Rowe Sanctuary takes bookings for crane blind beginning 

January 3. 

Sand Hills Motel takes bookings for Lek tour now. 

We would stay at the Sand Hills Motel on Fri. night, April 1. 

April 2,3 -   motel/b&b /hotel  Kearney, NE 

April 4,5 -  motel/b&b/hotel Great Bend, KS 

- Martin Gerra 

IN MEMORIAM 

JO DIRCKX 

Jo Dirckx passed away suddenly on September 12, 2010. 

Jo was an avid birder and joined the Boulder Bird Club shortly 

after its reorganization.  She and husband Ferd were leaders on 

many field trips for the club, and she also served as field trip 

coordinator and was one of the people instrumental in growing 

the club. She served as treasurer for the first Breeding Bird 

Atlas of Colorado.  She was a member of Denver Field 

Ornithologists and the Colorado field Ornithologists. 

Jo loved to gather a group of birding friends together and plan 

a birding road trip to places such as Nebraska 

 for the Cranes or to Bosque Del Apache for the Thanksgiving 

holidays.  Jo and Fred also led beginning birder trips for 

Broomfield County Open Space.  

She was an enthusiastic supporter of our club and will be 

greatly missed. 

Suzi Plooster 

Good friend and fellow birder 

We visited a variety of habitats, including riparian, native 

Caledonian Pine forest (one of the last remnants), moors, and 

montane.    

It wasn't the best time of year to see a lot of species since the 

fall migration was mostly over, and the winter residents were 

just beginning to arrive. Some new species for me that we 

"picked up" included Grey Heron, English Dipper, Robin, 

Kestrel, and Crossbill, Black Grouse, Coal, Great, and Blue 

Tits, Chaffinch (common), Mute Swan, Goldcrest, and 

Yellowhammer.  

Among mammal species we saw Red Deer (rutting season), 

Roe Deer, Red Squirrel, Reindeer, and Stoat. It was a 

surprisingly nice day, considering what the weather in 

Scotland is during fall and winter, so I was happy that I had 

arranged it with this interesting group of birders. 

Birding in Scotland 

Ann Tagawa 

My son and I spent twelve days in Scotland the end of 

September and beginning of October, and one of those days 

was a birding outing for me in the area of the Cairngorm 

Mountains, leaving from the town of Aviemore. I had arranged 

this with a local guide, and we were joined by three Englishmen 

up from London.  
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BOULDER BIRD CLUB Field Trips & Activities 

 

This quarter’s calendar was produced by Jean Morgan. 

JANUARY 2011 

January 2 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden 

Wildlife Habitat.  Meet at Cottonwood Marsh parking lot 

at 9:00AM, bird until noon. Look for wintering 

waterfowl and other birds. Dress for cold weather, with 

warm footwear and hat. Bring binoculars, scope, water 

and a snack. Everyone welcome. Leader: Lonny Frye 

303-939 -8347 

January 8 (Saturday): Inside Valmont Reservoir. 

Gullapalooza at Valmont with Ted Floyd and Jeff 

Gordon, Pres. of the American Birding Association 

Please join us at Valmont Xcel Power Plant on Jan 8th 

from noon to sundown for the annual Gullapalooza 

celebration of all things Laridae. We will have Jeff 

Gordon as a special guest leader, along with Ted Floyd, 

author and editor, Smithsonian Field Guide, Birding 

Magazine, and others. Probably the largest regularly 

scheduled bird walk in the country, the winter excursion 

within the confines of the Xcel facility has become the 

premier winter bird walk in the Front Range. Meet at 

12:00 noon, bird until sunset. Bring water and snacks and 

have boots and clothing appropriate for cold weather. 

From Arapahoe take 63rd Street north to the power plant 

entry gates on the east side of the road. Leaders: Ted 

Floyd (contact by e-mail only: tedfloyd@aba.org) or Bill 

Schmoker 720-201-5749. 

January 23 (Sunday):  Winter Birds in N. Boulder 

County and S. Larimer County.  This trip ends at Davis’ 

feeders at his home outside Lyons.  Meet at 8:30 AM at 

the Lyons Park n Ride, bird until noon-ish.  Leader:  Ray 

Davis davis@greenspeedisp.net 

FEBRUARY 2011 

February 6 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden 

Wildlife Habitat. (See January for write-up). Leader: 

Christian Nunes pajaroboy@hotmail.com 

February 19 (Saturday):  Winter Lake Birding.  Scan 
the lake from Legion Park and venture out to other areas. 

 Return to Legion Park at sunset to watch the gulls and 

geese fly in.  We may have the option of hiking out to Ute 

Butte to get a closer look.  Meet at 2:00PM at Legion 

Park (just east of Xcel Valmont Plant on Arapahoe on the 

north), bird until sunset.  Leader:  Christian Nunes  

pajaroboy@hotmail.com 

February 26 (Saturday): Mountain Feeders with Bill 

Kaempfer.  On the way to view the feeders, we will try 

for the 3-toed woodpecker in the burn area.  Lunch at a 

mountain café.  Meet 8AM at the Boulder Justice Center 

at 6th and Canyon, bird until mid afternoon.  Leader:  Bill 

Kaempfer kaempfer@colorado.edu or 303-954-8998. 

MARCH 2011 

March 6 (Sunday): First Sunday Birding. Walden Wildlife 

Habitat (See January for write-up). Leader:  Jim Guerin 

303-819-6333. 

March 12 (Saturday):  Longmont Area Birding.  Meet at 

8:00AM at Jim Hamm Natural Area parking lot at 

County Line Road and 17th Ave, East Longmont, bird 

until 1 or 2PM. Visit hot spots to ID our winter visitors, 

including water fowl and grebes. Leader: Chris Owens 

303-772-6048. 

March 20 (Sunday):  First Signs of Spring.  Meet at East 

Boulder Rec Center at 8AM and carpool to area locations 

for spring migrants and waterfowl.  Bird until noon.  

Leader: Pete Plage  PETERPLAGE@GMAIL.com 

REMINDER! January through March 

First Sunday Birding is 9:00 AM to noon. 

Joining the “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo! Group 

BBC members now have a way to communicate with each other 

about upcoming trips (local, national, international), share 

sightings information, photos, and other items of interest. 

1. Go to: http://groups.yahoo.com/ 

2. If you are not yet a member of Yahoo! Groups: 

a. Click “Sign Up” (Joining Yahoo! Groups is 

free.) 

b. Complete and submit membership information. 

Membership gives you a Yahoo email address. 

3. If you are already a member of Yahoo! Groups, sign in. 

4. Search for “boulderbirdclub”  

5. Click on “Join this group” to get to the boulderbirdclub 

membership request webpage  

6. Review and finish your request as outlined on this 

webpage. 

•  (If you want to receive email announcements at your 

regular email address, you will need to submit and verify 

that address. You can do that from this webpage, or later, 

by changing “Account Information” on your “Profile” 

page.)  

• All membership requests for boulderbirdclub need to be 

approved by the moderator. You will receive a 

confirmation email when your membership has been 

approved. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Henry Linda Denver 

McQuie Beth and Jerry Louisville 

The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities and 

ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 

accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!  

Field Trip Coordinator: Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). Contact 

trip leaders for information on their trips.  

Trip Cancellations: Our weather is unpredictable. On the (rare) 

occasion when a trip leader must cancel the trip due to 

inclement weather, illness, family emergency, etc., the leader 

will post the cancellation notice on the CoBirds site and the 

BBC “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo Group. 

Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: Everyone 

who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-up sheet before 

being allowed on the trip. By signing the sheet and/or 

participating in the trip, each person declares that he/she is solely 

responsible for his/her safety, and in no way will hold the Club, 

trip leader, or any participating person responsible for his/her 

safety. Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee up front 

to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of trips we often 

forget. Have the exact amount and don't wait for driver to ask 

you for it. JUST DO IT. 

BBC Scope/Radios: The BBC scope and two-way radios are 

available for trip leaders. Call Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). 

Submissions for the next issues of the newsletter are due by: 

March 20 

Send to pat_heller@msn.com 

SAVE THE DATE - April 2, 2011  

… for the Spring Meeting. Dave Leatherman presents 

"What Birds Eat (And Vice Versa)" 


