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From The Editor  

Hope everyone out there is ready for Spring Birding  –  

I heard an American Bittern calling, and several tree 

swallows circling overhead at Cottonwood Marsh at 

Walden this week, so Spring is coming. If your 

contribution to the newsletter didn't get in this issue,--

send it again and surely we will get into the next issue-

don't forget the deadline is June 15th. 
 

Good Birding! 

Pat  

BBC OFFICERS 

President Chuck Lowrie  455-8417 lowrie2@mindspring.com 

Co-Vice-

Presidency 

Gary Baxley, 

Sharon Norfleet 

          303-666-5894  

       gebsmn@gmail.com 

Treasurer Elease Miller 530-4376 eleasem@comcast.net 

Roadrunners Martin Gerra 444-7333 mgerra3@yahoo.com 

Field Trips Lonny Frye 931-9131 lonny_frye@yahoo.com 

Sightings Carol Cogswell 720-304-2666 

Newsletter Pat Heller 604-1163 pat_heller@msn.com 

Membership Janet Chu 494-1108  chuhouse@hotmail.com 

Scopes/Radios Lonny Frye 931-9131  

Secretary Peggy Oakes 449-0453  

Nature Conservancy Donation 

For Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin 

Ann Tagawa and Jim Guerin have earned our deep 

appreciation for their service to the BBC as copresidents. 

Ann was also our vice president. To thank them the club 

has donated $300 in their name to The Nature 

Conservancy. Trip leaders, our webmaster and newsletter 

editor, mailers and the board all work hard for our club. We 

only exist because of our volunteers, so thanks to all who 

contribute. 
 

The Prez Letter 

The Boulder Bird Club is all about field trips, and the 

person who has headed the field trip committee for a 

number of years (too many for him to remember) is Lonny 

Frye. In talking to Lonny, I found that he especially enjoys 

finding new places for trips and new leaders. He 

particularly is proud of enlisting Joe Prentice and Jeff 

Mitton of the Camera. Joe has been praised by Ted Floyd 

for the accuracy of his columns, and Jeff brings a wide 

zoological knowledge to enrich his trips. Lonny plans to 

enrich our experience with more attention to butterflies 

and plants. He notes that David Sibley has written a book 

on trees and Kenn Kaufman has branched into many areas 

of natural history. (Dave Leatherman, our Spring Meeting 

presenter, has gained profound insights into the life of 

birds by studying the insects they depend on.) 

Joe Krieg, Jean Morgan and Martin Gerra work with 

Lonny to schedule trips for the fall, winter and the 

Wednesday Roadrunners. Lonny has particularly enjoyed 

working with Patty Echelmeyer coordinating joint trips 

with the Denver Field Ornithologists. The new trip ideas 

of, among others, Ted Floyd, Bill Kaempfer, Christian 

Nunes have broadened the range of our field trip 

experiences. 

One of Lonny’s early sightings was of a Kirtland’s 

Warbler at age ten. Other memorable childhood 

ornithological experiences were the losses of two 

binoculars, one from the roof of a moving car and the 

other in the bottomless spring of Michigan’s upper 

penninsula. This has led him to be a compulsive garage 

sale collector of binoculars. 

Climbing trips to Colorado fourteeners with his University 

of Michigan Roommate Casey, now a member of the West 

Virginia Records Committee, kindled Lonny’s interest in 

western birds. Lonny’s wife, Vivienne, suggested that 

their first son be named after Casey. Micah, heir second 

son, will soon be joining his older brother Casey as a 

regular at First Sundays. 

- Chuck Lowrie  

The Boulder Bird Club welcomes birders of all abilities and 

ages on our field trips. Children under 16 should be 

accompanied by an adult. Come and join us!  

Field Trip Coordinator: Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). Contact 

trip leaders for information on their trips.  

Trip Cancellations: Our weather is unpredictable. On the (rare) 

occasion when a trip leader must cancel the trip due to 

inclement weather, illness, family emergency, etc., the leader 

will post the cancellation notice on the CoBirds site and the 

BBC “boulderbirdclub” Yahoo Group. 

Trip Sign-Up Sheets and Participant Responsibility: Everyone 

who attends a BBC trip MUST sign the sign-up sheet before 

being allowed on the trip. By signing the sheet and/or 

participating in the trip, each person declares that he/she is solely 

responsible for his/her safety, and in no way will hold the Club, 

trip leader, or any participating person responsible for his/her 

safety. Sign in every time. Anyone under age 16 must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Carpooling On Trips: Please pay your carpooling fee up front 

to the driver at the start of the trip. At the end of trips we often 

forget. Have the exact amount and don't wait for driver to ask 

you for it. JUST DO IT. 

BBC Scope/Radios: The BBC scope and two-way radios are 

available for trip leaders. Call Lonny Frye (303-931-9131). 
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Spring Meeting 

Saturday, April 2, 2011, 7 p.m. 

 

Golden West Manor, 1055 Adams Cir. (W on Euclid from 30th St, park on street and use main entrance; or E 

from 28th St Frontage Rd to Golden West parking lot and use door 4.  Ring buzzer for entrance.) 

Please bring snacks or sweets to share.  Beverages will be provided.  Call Gary Baxley or Sharon Norfleet at 

303-666-5894 for questions. 

 

Dave Leatherman will be presenting  "What Birds Eat (And Vice Versa)". 

Dave was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio and has basically been  interested in Nature since birth.  His 

childhood interests included drawing animals, collecting insects, and, at about the age of 10, watching birds.  

Seminal moments for him were watching a cecropia moth hatch in the living room, a Blackburnian Warbler at 

close range near the Ohio State football stadium, looking at protozoa in pond water, and general 

encouragement of his interests by his parents.  Dave’s childhood heroes included Dr. Ed Thomas (Sunday 

column in the Columbus Dispatch) and Milt Trautman (Birds of Buckeye Lake). 

 

Dave attended Marietta College in Marietta, Ohio on a basketball scholarship where he set the conference high 

jump record in 1968 and received a BS in biology in 1971.  Dave received a Master of Forestry Degree with a 

concentration in “forest protection” in 1974 at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina.  He was a Forest 

Entomologist for the Colorado State Forest Service based in Fort Collins with statewide duties from 1974 to 

2005.  His major responsibilities included mountain pine beetle programs; outreach activities on all forest 

insects; teaching; aerial surveys; detection trapping efforts for gypsy moth; and collecting for the Gillette 

Museum of Arthropod Diversity at Colorado State University.  He estimated his travel throughout Colorado 

pursing insect issues was roughly a million miles.  After retirement from CSFS in 2005 Dave’s activities have 

been similar, mostly as a volunteer. 

 

Wednesday Roadrunners Begins Again on April  20 

Potluck on May 4! 

 The Wednesday Roadrunners Birders start the new season 

on Wednesday April  20th.  Leave at 7:30 a.m. sharp each 

Wednesday morning to bird a local "hotspot" and return at 

approximately 10:30 a.m. Meet at East Boulder Recreation 

Center at west end of the parking lot, 5660 Sioux Drive, off 

55th St. between So. Boulder and Baseline Roads. Carpool 

is .50¢ to $1.00. No reservations needed - just show up. 

Bring binoculars, snack, & water. Dress for the weather.   

 We will celebrate the beginning of the new season with a 

pot luck lunch at the home of our co-presidents emeriti Ann 

Tagawa and Jim Guerin on Wednesday, May 4.  2210 

Mariposa Avenue, near Broadway and Baseline,  in 

Boulder.  303-443-8303.   Bring a dish.  Beverages will be 

provided.    
 

Australia Birding Tour 

October 21-November 7, 2011 

Bill Turner 

Lamington and Kakadu National Parks and the Atherton 

Tablelands of northeast Queensland. Visit sub-tropical 

and tropical rainforests and archetypical Australian 

outback.   Among the birds we saw on our almost 

identical tour last year were golden bowerbirds, 

Victoria's riflebirds, wedge-tailed eagles, Gouldian 

finches, hooded parrots, laughing and blue-winged 

kookaburras, and a cassowary, to mention but a few of 

the many birds observed.  In addition to excelling at 

finding and identifying birds, our local guides are 

outstanding all-around naturalists.  Other wildlife we 

saw last year were eleven different kinds of kangaroos 

and their kin, flying foxes, dingo, platypus and two 

species of crocodiles. 

We stay in comfortable accommodations and relish tasty 

meals.  Maximum group size is 14.  If you enjoy 

visiting wild places teeming with wildlife with 

knowledgeable local naturalist guides in the company of 

fellow travelers who appreciate nature as you do, then 

consider this tour to spectacular settings. The  land cost 

is $5495 per person double occupancy.  

 For an itinerary and more information, please contact 

Bill Turner at (303) 795-5128 or e-mail: 

toursbyturner@aol.com. 

Nebraska/Kansas Field Trip Update 

April 1-6, 2011 

8 people have already signed up to go on this field trip to 

Nebraska and Kansas to see greater-prairie chickens, 

sharp-tailed grouse, and sandhill cranes in Nebraska, and 

to visit Cheyenne Bottoms Wildlife Area, and Quivira 

National Wildlife Refuge  near Great Bend, Kansas.   We 

are leaving Boulder on April 1 and driving to Mullen, 

Nebraska, where we’ll view prairie chicken and grouse 

leks.  On April 2, we’ll drive to Kearney, Nebraska.  On 

April 3, we’ll visit the Rowe Sanctuary near Kearney, 

Nebraska to view sandhill cranes.  On April 4, we’ ll 

drive to Great Bend, Kansas.  On April 5, we’ll visit 

Cheyenne Bottoms, and on  April 6, we’ll visit Quivira 

National Wildlife Refuge, and then drive back to 

Colorado.  

You are welcome to join us for all or part of the itinerary. 

Call or email Martin Gerra, for information on costs and 

where and how to make your reservations.  303-444-7333, 

mgerra3@yahoo.com.         

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

 Bacon, Nate & Christina Stout Boulder 

 Mah, George & Petrea Boulder 

 Mazzola, Lou Erie 

 Stein, Theo Lafayette 

 Thornton-Kolbe, Charles Denver 

 Tremelling, Chris Boulder 

 Walker,  Mark and Holly Frederick 
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BOULDER BIRD CLUB Field Trips & Activities 

 

This quarter’s calendar was produced by Lonny Frye. 

– April – 

Sunday April 3rd 2011 at 8:00AM to 11:00AM 

First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds 
Meet at 8:00 AM at Cottonwood Marsh at Walden 

Wildlife Habitat to see migrating waterfowl and spring 

arrivals. Dress for variable weather as Spring can be 

unpredictable. Leader Peter Plage, 

peter.plage@gmail.com, tel. 720-771-7563 

Saturday April 16th 2011 at 7:30 AM to 4PM 

Beebe Draw and Lower Lapham with Bill Kaempfer 
Meet at 7:30 at the Jim Hamm Nature Center parking lot 

to carpool from there as parking is limited along the 

route. We will look for shorebirds and waterfowl. Bring a 

lunch and water and dress in layers as it might be 

blustery. For more information contact Bill at 

kaempfer@colorado.edu or 303-954-8998 

Saturday April 23rd 2011 at 7:30 to 2:30 PM 

Jim Hamm with Christie Owens and DFO 
Meet at 7:30 AM for a joint walk with DFO members 

and nearby resident expert Chris Owens. Bring 

sunscreen, lunch, water and expect to see some early 

migrants. Call Christie at 303-422-3728 or 

christieowens2@me.com  

– May – 

Sunday May 1st 2011 at 8:00AM to 11:00AM 

First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds  
Meet at 8:00 AM at Cottonwood Marsh at Walden 

Wildlife Habitat to see migrating waterfowl and spring 

arrivals. Dress for variable weather as Spring can be 

unpredictable. Leader: Cara Stiles at 

cara_stiles@comcast.net 

Saturday May 7th 2011 at 8:30AM 

Roll and Stroll along South Boulder Creek with 

Topher Downham 
"Roll and Stroll" 

South Boulder Creek trail from Marshall Road parking 

lot. Leaders Mary Balzer and Topher Downham from 

OSMP. Knowledgeable Audubon birders team up with 

Mary and Topher to provide this fun birdwatching 

experience in a variety of habitats, for people who use 

walkers, wheelchairs, canes, or just regular legs. Bring 

binoculars and a field guide if you have them, and 

personal water. Snacks provided. 

Sunday May 8th 2011 at 7AM 

A Unique Opportunity to View Riverside Reservoir 

with Skip Dines  

Riverside Reservoir is a large secluded private lake east 

of Greeley that may contain some very interesting 

waterfowl, lots of shorebirds and other migrants in a 

undisturbed setting. This is a chance to go inside and 

explore the wetlands and shoreline close up with 

Skip. The lake holds the only state record for both 

species of Whistling Duck, yet is little viewed by birders. 

We will meet up at the Niwot Park and Ride at 7AM and 

carpool to the lake. It should be about a 1 ½ hour (or less) 

drive to the lake. Bring a lunch, sunscreen, bug spray, 

etc. We should return by late afternoon. Contact Skip 

Dines at skip@dcmllc.com for more information and to 

tell him that you wish to go. This trip will be limited to 

20 people. 

May 20th through 23rd 

Colorado Field Ornithologists meeting in Grand 

Junction - See their website for details. 

Saturday May 21st 2011 various times 

International Migratory Bird Day at Walden Ponds 

8:00AM to 12 Noon 

Details TBA. Go Wild, Go Birding! is the IMBD 2011 

theme, chosen on reaching out to involve new youth and 

adults in learning about birds, birdwatching, and bird 

conservation. Field trips, a big sit, and other activities 

will highlight the day. Co-sponsored by Boulder Bird 

Club and the Wild Bird Center. 

Sunday May 22nd 2011 8:30AM to 3:00PM 

Birding the Hills and Waterways of Lyons with Davis 

and friends. 
Meet at the Lyons Park'n'Ride (4th and Main) at 8:30 

and bird Old South Rd for breeding Canyon 

Wren, Cordilleran Flycatcher, etc. Possible side trips to 

Pella Crossing and other local bodies of water. Great trip 

for young birders to enjoy. Then head up to the Davis 

porch for sack lunch and observation of his 3 

dozen nesting boxes and feeders. Bring your lunch and 

water and be prepared for an easy walk and a nice 

morning with some great birders. Davis at 303-823-5332 

or davis@greenspeedisp.net 

– June – 

Sunday June 5th 2011 at 8:00AM to 11:00AM 

First Sunday Birding at Walden Ponds 

Meet at 8:00 AM at Cottonwood Marsh at Walden 

Wildlife Habitat to see shorebirds, waterfowl and spring 

nesters. Dress for variable weather as Spring can be 

unpredictable. Leader: Sharon Norfleet and Gary Baxley 

303-666-5894 gebsmn@gmail.com 

Saturday June 18th 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM 

Birding Golden Gate Park 
Meet at 7 a.m. at the East Boulder Rec Center, west 

end of main parking lot to car pool to Golden Gate 

State Park. Return around 1 p.m. One of the gems of our 

local State Parks system and loaded with breeding birds. 

Find sapsucker, nuthatch, swallow and flycatcher nests. 

See the birds, learn their calls and see the nests with a 

leader who can teach you "to bird by ear". We will take 

short hikes (<1/4 mi) through different habitats in the 

park and eat lunch at Bootleg Bottom. Drivers need State 

Park pass or pay daily fee from car pool fees. Bring 

lunch,  binoculars, hats, bug juice, and be prepared for 

weather.  Leader: Paula Hansley 720-890-2628 or 

email plhansley@yahoo.com 

Sunday June 19th 2011  6:00 AM 

Early Morning Birding with Ted Floyd at White 

Rocks 
Join expert Ted Floyd in observing and listening for birds 

along the White Rocks trail to Boulder Creek and to the 

meadows above. This trip will begin at 6AM sharp at the 

White Rocks Trail Head(off of Valmont Road between 

75th and 95th) and will involve a few miles of brisk 

walking. For those who wish to listen for night singing 

passerines and owls, please contact Ted by email to take 

part in the pre-dawn version. Ted Floyd is the editor of 

Birding magazine and the author of the Smithsonian 

birding guide. For more information and to register for 

the bird walk, contact tedfloyd57@hotmail.com 

 

Continued on next page … 

 

REMINDER! April through June 

First Sunday Birding is 8:00 AM to noon. 



PLEASE SAVE YOUR NEWSLETTER AS A FUTURE RESOURCE FOR TRIPS AND ACTIVITIES. 

Field Trip Calendar, cont’d. from previous page… 

 

Saturday June 25th 2010 8:00 AM to 1:30 PM 

Annual BBC Picnic atop Flagstaff Mountain 
Julie Hammerstrom will again host this special 

summer birdwalk and get together at her home at the top 

of Flagstaff Mountain.. A great time to meet and visit 

with other members. Nesting birds, flycatchers, 

bluebirds, hummers, chickadees, maybe turkeys and 

more. Bring your own picnic lunch. Meet at East Boulder 

Rec Center, West end of parking lot at 8 AM sharp to 

carpool to Julie’s. Those with walking impairment will 

enjoy birding around the house and picnic area. 

Everyone is encouraged to attend. Return around 1- 1:30. 

Leader: Lonny Frye, 303-931-9131 

Sunday June 26th 2011 8:30AM to 1:00PM 

Cal-Wood with Jan Chu 
Western and Mountain Bluebirds, Blue Butterflies 

Azures and Silvery Blues fly at the Cal-Wood Education 

Center, Jamestown. Spring moisture will bring the 

blossoms and insects, plenty to eat for the bluebirds. We 

are having this enjoyable bird walk somewhat later to 

take advantage of the plethora of butterflies in early 

summer. Of course, bird watching will be equally 

encouraged as we hike down towards the cool stream. 

Bring a butterfly guide if you have one, binoculars, sun 

and rain protection, lunch and water. Meet at 8:00 AM at 

the Safeway Store, north parking lot Iris and 28th Street 

to carpool. The drive is about 50 minutes each way. Cal-

Wood is a 1,000 acre montane meadow and 

ponderosa pine forest which is preserved with a 

Conservation Easement, so it is isolated, unique and 

protected. Young people are welcome. Leave Cal-Wood, 

by 1:00 PM. Leader: Jan Chu, 303-494-1108 or email at 

chuhouse@hotmail.com 

 

Flagstaff Mountain Picnic and Bird Walk 
Saturday, June 25, 2011, 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

At Julie Hammarstrom’s House 

 

Julie Hammarstrom will again host this special 

summer bird walk and get together at her home 

on Flagstaff Mountain.  This is a great time to 

meet and visit with other members.  You will see 

nesting birds, flycatchers, bluebirds, hummers, 

chickadees, wild turkeys and more.  Bring your 

own picnic lunch.  Meet at the west end of the 

East Boulder Recreation Center parking lot at 

8:00 AM sharp to carpool to Julie’s.  Those with 

walking impairments will enjoy birding around 

the house.  Return around 1:30 PM.  Leaders: 

Gary Baxley and Sharon Norfleet, 303-666-5894. 

 


