




.;:THREE B'S THROUGH .NOVA SCOTIA . . . • 
. 

-:,: Combining bed & brea� and birding turned .out to be a · 
great way to experience Nova Scotia. At the beginning of September, 

\, we flew to Halifax and then explored Nova SQotia and Prince Edward 
· Island for two weeks in a rented car; · · · 

Our first adventur� took us via � synchronized . ferry rides to 
Brier Island e.t the southwestet:n tip of NS. On a,whale-watching trip· 
we happened to meet an experienced �irder who nqt only savEICI 
some of U8 from falling victi_m of the choppy seas. but also made 
sure �e recognized the Sooty and Greater Shearwa�. � Atlantic 
Puffins, and Northern Gannets, all life birds for us .landlubbers .. (The 
whales we identified all by ourselves!) . _. _ _ .. _ yJ: 

On the way north along the West coast,• we observed the tid
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I . ·_ 1} 
bore and the famous 40-foot tides of .the ·Bay of .Fundy, and watched 

. 
/' 

in awe as ih9usands of Semipalmated Plovers and Semipalmated · · · . 
Sandpipers swooped along Evangeline Beach_: - _·. . , . 1 

We reached Prince Edward t�a('ld from New Brunswick via the 
new Qrled"'atian Bridge, and found Hs·bucalK> ,impllaty ve,y 
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appealing. From the post-tourist-season perspective, time seems to I · , 
have
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' · some more familiar speaes, Arc:tic Terns, a Hudsonian Godwit, 
White-rumped Sandpipers, and CQmmon Black,.headed and . 
Bonaparte's Gulls. Great Bl!lck-backed Gulls wet�. everywhere, �nd 
who knows how mariy other gull species we missed because we 
didn't have John Vanderpoel with ual · : . _ 

However, we did have help once the wry returned us to the 
'mainland.• We had pre-arranged by e-mail a ·half�ay .outing from 
Antigonish for just the two of us.·The guides.'drummed up,.• among 
others, a flock of White-winged Croasbills, - a Black-and-white Warbler 
and his Black-th.roated - l:llue COIJ,in,. Gr'9t- Cormoraajs, ,a _Red-eyed 
Vireo, American Black [)uck,, anci Jay's :tavOl'ile, a most (X)O�rative 
Pileated Woodpecker. .·· 

_ 

. _ --.. ·. \ •- . ___ .__ 
" · 

The drive alo"!Q the CabQt Trail on Ci.pa �r� was every bit as 
breathtaking as the,brochure had boasted. Along the way we 
encounteredWhimbrel, Ameripari Pipits;a Golden-crownec:U<inglet; 

' ' 

• Harold Holt attend�d thE! Ameri�n E3irding
Association convention in ,Monterey CA Sept. t �11.
• Suzi and Myron Plooster birded Bear River National
Wildlife Refuge and.Antelope lsland and the Causeway
in Great Salt Lake-UT; in September. Thousands of
Horned Grebeswere resting on the waters along the _

. causeway, -_. . . . _ • _ · 
• Jo & Ferd Dirckx and Suzi & Myron Plooster
att_ended the Kansas Omitholpgical Society fall-meeting 

· Oct. 4-,5 at the Great Plains Nc1ture Center in Wichita
KS. 

. . . . 

• Richard Holmes •spent, �everal weeksbirc:twatching
nd photographing birds at Point Reyes CA in October,

and another.week atBgsque· del Apache in November ..
He and Ed Mcconkey mc1de a·tr!J) fo the Pawnee 

Grasslands in December to look for Lapland
Longspurs, but gu� th�y'll.have. t� make another_ trip
to find them in the neY.f year. · · , · · .. ·_. _ .
• Carol & Ken Fredericks and Ferd & Jo Dirckx had a
birding VElcatiori ov�r ThanksgivingYfeek to: El Paso.TX .
and enjoyed birding in that area� ' ,'' ' . .

and Jay managed to shish a Boreal Chickadee seemingly out of 
nowhere. The grand finate:of 1he birding ·a:spec:t'of our trip came near 
beautiful Martinique beach ·with a ·rash of �Ii migrants:· Blackburnian, 
Palm, �y-breasted, and'Cape May'Watblers. But; alas, the only 

• Jaymie Arnold Join4;td other students from Trinity
College in SEin Antonio TX.for a week's.outing in Big_
Bend.NP over theJhanksgiv(l)gbreak, where lo and.
behold he met Susan Ward-along the. trail, and:they 
had a good birding visit. ' . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

, .. • Elizabeth Mekkelsen was one of the--fortunate 
loons we saw on the entire-trip were.,on coins! ·· ·. . 

Staying almost exclusively at B&B's;allowed us to experience the 
open friendliness of the l�I peqple. Our ic;,dgings ranged from the 
eccentric to the •sublime; from the historic courrtry docton; house 
filled with Russian icons and ·magazines of the British royalty to the 
simple home-of a widow way off th, bea.t,n path, who stiH�sted . 
the home-made bread on·a wood"stove b�owned a:·mble stretch· 
of precious .beach -front, from the_ modest home of a hard�worklng 

·��1;a-upwmy�:��fiorii��;=ri _;
generous amounts with a. smile and plenty of good tips and advice. 

The NS Tourist office was most helpful in planning our trip and 
can be reached with an-�- phori11 number. The comprehensive tour 
book mailed to US .. contained a wealth .of infc:,rn,ation anchxpl1ainlitd 
how to take advantage of a r��tion -�- th�t. gave � -
maximum freedon:i and spontan,,ity: without. havir:a.g to span<!. m� 
time worrying about a�mcxla�. 0 _ . _ · _ · 

· . · 
We had a wonderful time 1i'i NS and :i,rought back low• of 

brochures which we Would be happy to share with anyone 'thinking of 
going there. 

· ·. · · · 
Helga .Sproul 

HAVE YOU HEARD of that disease you get from kissing bird,? 
Chirpies. , 

--�· .· · 

It's one. of those canarial diseases. 

·. ·__ . ._._· ,. .·. . 
I hear it's untweetab/e. . , · 

LET'S IMAGINE it was about 2400 years·agq and �y of us .. 
Colorado birders were fortunate enough to be out birding one late 
November day with Aristotle, and one of us musters 1,1p eriqugh 
courage to ask the gr�tbird watcher, �e do all the summe� 
birds go?· Aristotle would have replied by pointing tow11rds.a lake 
(the Union Reservoir of Greeoe?) and .proclaimed that all the birds 
that were here in summer dash ti;,ward thttjake in fall and_plunge to 
its muddy bottom to hibernate away the cold winter month.. • 

Sitting in front Clf 01.Jr c;:omputeni";tod,y, we can now sm1:1gly say 
to ourselves what a ric:iicul�s concept the great Aristotte had, and 

how.could anyone believe sucti-�'foolish notion. Cu�y; that myth 
persisted well_ into the mid-�itenth c:entµiy, .when a Sir'Thomas t
Browne through his writings helped to dispel tl,at myth; _ ·.. · � 

, What feeble-minded 'bird lore 11re v.re hart:>onng today th11t _future · y . 
Colorado birders will be snickering about tomorrow? � 

· people who �'fV the/�!)na'sHummingbird in no.rth
·Boulder before . it was_ ·�pturedand sent to. Greenwood
Rehabilitation on Dec ... 6. _ _ _ · __ , .. ; . . _
• PeterPlage's w9rk on the Preble'sjumpingmouse
was featured in .the Louisville Times/Lafayette News on
Wednesday, Dec.JO. �reatwrit�up! . 

. . . 
• Jim McKee was featured in the BoLJlder County
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���re':-"b�!��������,��M''X"'_·r·,:, r,�

Boulder County since 1991 .. Jim also put together the 

checklist for· Walden Wildlife Habitat and Sa�hm; Ponds. 
CongratulationsJim for a greatjo.b! · _ . .' ... 
• Pam Piombino's e�mail,addr$S given, in,0,ur l�t
newslette.r is not functiening, but she CEJn .receive{maiL

'atPOBox4381,HoustonTXn210. ·· .. · ·' 
• Former members Gary &. Kathy.Hughes will be · -
moving to Argentina Jhe firstof the yeat: Their e'.'mail
address.is_hughesgl@juno.com.
• Bill Kaempfer is heading up the Boulder Christmas

Bird Count for the 12th year; Great wprk, Bill! · · 

BIRDING ON THE WEB 
Peterson Web Site: http://WwW .petersonon_line.:�m/birds/html/ 
Eagle Optics: http:/{www.eagleoptics.com 
BirdBfain Jr. (software 'for the birds}: htlp://VMW,birdwatcliing.com 
Filling the Bird Feeder: http://WwW.wbu.com/feedercam_home.htm 
Boulder Parks & Open Space; http://ben.boulder.eo.us/boulder/bmp 
Birds�=-�:::�o�ird:.html 

... _-*-• - '·v 

Boulder- Bird Club & Denver Field Ornithologists: . . ·. 

. 

. · � : · · · 
http://rnembers.acil.oorri/dfobirders ' •,

' 
·. . . 

' '' 
' ' 

Boulder Bird Club info: also on http://bifding.miningoo.-com/ · . · ... _ 
. 

· 
The Virtual Birder: http://www.virtualbirder.com/Vbirder ·· -· . 

Wild Bird Centers of America: http://www.birdwatcher.com 
Wild Bird Center of Boulder e-mail WBCBoulder@aol.com for 
questions about birds or to.tell about special Boulder sightings 
COBIRDS (Colorado birding e-mail group): send message •subsaibe 
oobirds your name� to listproc@lists.colorado.edu 

Bob Righter -'3 t'' \\ 
� .,\ 'it BIRD. AND NATURE BOOKS FOR SALE 

THANKS 
� wishes to thank the following persons who made calls for 
the holiday party:_ Susan Plage, Joan Dawson; Carol Fredericks; Jo 
Dirckx, Caroly Murray, Elizabeth Mekkelsen , Maxine Wendler, Pat · 
Hoadley, Nancy Pate, and Doris 'Maruna. . . . . 

· 
. 

Thanks also to Ferd and Jo Dirckx, Carol Eredericks, and Suzi 
and Myron Plooster, who helped with the 1997 'mailings of the 
quarterly Journal of the .Colorado Field c;>rriithologisls. 6BC has taken 
on the responsibility o1 helping CFO with these mailings. If you 'N�uld · 
like to be on the helper list for .1 �. give Suzi a call at 494-6708. 

Thanks.to Ferd.11� Jo Oirckx, who help with the mailing of· 
every issue of the BBC News. 

. � . 
_ 

Louise Hering wants to sell her personal library of birding and 
,..-.,...- nature books· 65 bird books.and _27 other nature books .. Most are 
7.-· like new! Louise lives at GoldenW8$t Manor, and you �n reach her 

at 939-0502:· 

REMEMBER 
Colorado wildlife needs your support. Rememoer to check ·off for 

Colorado wildlife on your income tax form when you file it. 
Remember that tile Colorado Department of Wildlife is not funded by 
the· state legislature, so it's up to us to support Colorado wildlife by 
this simple·check.off. Please remember to do .it. · 



BOULDER BIRD CLUB FIELD TRIPS 

JANUARY, FEBRUARY; AND MARCH 1998 

January 4: First Sunday Birding. Meet ·at Walden 
Wildlife Habitat at 9:00 a.m., bird till noon. Leaders-
Myron & Suzi Plooster (494:.S708) 
J�nuary 1 O: Valmont . Reservoir: Saturday. Joint. trip
with DFO. Meet at Valmont power plantmain gate 
(63rd St. N of Arapahoe at 8:30 a.m.; bird till e,arly 
afternoon. Bird the interior of the Valmont Power Plant 
grounds. Be prepared.for cold weather.Wear boots in
case of mud. Bring lunch. Leader-Bob Jickling (499� 
49n) . . .· · · .

January 17: Rocky Mountain Arsenal. Saturday. 

AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION 

· CODE Of' BIRDING ETHICS

Respect wildlife, its environment 
. and the rights ofothers. 

, 

1. Promote the welfare of birds and their' environment. 
Support the protection oforiportant birdhabitat. .· 
Avoid stressing birds or exposing them todanger. 
Limit methods of attracting birds. . 
Remain well back from nests, roosts display areas, and feeding sites. 
Keep habitat disturbance to a minimum.

2. Respect the law andlhe rights of others.

Look for eagles; hawks, owls, and other wildlife in this
National Wildlife Refuge; Meet at ·Dep't .. of Commerce at
9:00 a.m. to carpool, or meet us at to a.m; at the west
gate (?2nd& Quebec). Bird til.1 early afternoon. Bring 
lunch. Limited to 13 participants. Must call .Sprouls in 3. Ensure that feeders, ne�t structures, and
advance (444-555()) for reservatic:>ns. Carpool $2. • . othe� a'"!ificial bird environments are safe.

Leader
. 
-Urling Kingery

.
(814:-2723) . 

. . I �. 
'· · . . Maintain and c

. 
lean i

.
eeders and nest 

February 1: First Sunday,Birding. Meet at Walden . .. 
. . . stru�ures regularly. : 

Wildlife Habitat at 9:00 a.m. bird till···no·o'nLead - . Keep birds safe fro� pre�at1on from cats 
Na , & w· . . 

I . . · 
. 

• ' 'ers . 
C 

. and other domestic animals ncy erner Neu pert (543-0228) ... · : . · · · . . . · 
· 

February 15: HamiHon Reservoir.Sunday. Joint trip 4; Group birding, whether organized or with Ft. Collins Audubon. This reservoir, 20 miles N of impromptu, requires special care. 
Ft. Collins, is warmed by the Rawhide-Power Plant and Respect fellow birders. Share your 
attracts many wintering waterfowt' Meet at K-Mart knowledge, especially with beginners. 
parking lot at 6:30 a.m; to ·carpoot Call Sprouls (444- - Do.cument unethic.11 birding behavior,
. 5550) for info. Meet leader at the reservoir at 8 a.m., intervene if prudent, and notify 
bird till nO(?n. Carpool $3. Leader-Ron Ryder (1•970_

. 
appropriate individuals or organizations. 

482-8089) _ · · -· . Leaders should teach ethics through word 
and example. 

February 28: Peak to Peak.Highway. Saturday. Bird Limit group impact on birds and thelr 
along the Peak to Peak highway looking for' high . environment, and others using the 
mountain winter birds, weather permitting; else SE same area. 
Boulder County. Be prepared for cold windy weather. 
Bring hot drink.' Bring money for lunch at.Millsite Inn
near Ward. Meet at Oep't of Commerce at· 8:00 a.m., CITY OF BOULDER OPEN SPACE TRIF> . 
return mid�fternoon'. Leader�sm Kaempfer (939-8005) January 24. Saturday. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m;. LearnJo . 
M@rch 1,:.r.irst. Sunday. Birdlrig...llAfl'itJ�.Lwal.de�--,---�ecp�nizt! �ey c�ara��ics of ,�irds_ ofJ>J��gh;"'"'. ....· ........... -4 Wildlife Habitat at 9:00 a.m. bird till noon. -Leaders-Ken an informative slide program and a field trip at popular 
& Carol Fredericks (499-3438) winter raptor sites. Bring water, snack, field guide, and 
March 14: .Red Rocks Park. Saturday. Look for binoculars. Call 441-4142 to re__giste,r .• _ _ . 
Golden-crowned Sparrows and Rosy-finches. Meet at . 

. 
BOULDER COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRIPS 

East Boulder Rec,Center ate a.m7,-bird·till noon.
�

· January 15: Hunters In the Sky. Thursday. 7.p.m. to 8
Carpool $2. 
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Combe.s
3438). · ··.. · _ Drive in Broomfield. A two-part program.about raptors . . 
March 28: Migratory Waterfowl and-Early - . ·. First session is an evening slide show highlighting 
Shorebirds. Saturday. Find out what's happening in raptors. The second session is a field trip on saturday, 
SW Weld County. Lots of migrating waterfowl; and· Jan. 17, from 8:45 to 11 a.m. in search of the raptors, 
maybe a rarity. Meet at E. Boulder Rec. :center at 8:30 led by BBC member and volunteer naturalist Jim 
a.m., bird till mad-afternoon. Bring lunch. Leaders--Ferd McKee. · · 

& Jo Dirckx (469-0405) 
· February 21: In Search of Birds of .. Pray. Saturday. 

Helga and .Jay Sproul, Trip Coordinators (444,:5550) 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. A driving tour to see birds of prey 
· · · · · · in a natural setting. Bring binoculars and a field guide. 

- Dept of Commerce' 325 ,Broadway (Broadway & 27th), north. parking lot Register by' calling 441 3950. by Feb 20 
** Walden Ponds Wildltte Habitat - off N; '75th between Valmont and Jay Rd to Cottonwood 

· 
· • • · • 

Mansh parking lot 
•• East Boulder Recreation Center· 5660 Sioux Drive, off 55th St. � Baseline and 
South Boulder Road, - end of parklng lot. 

TRIP LEADERS -
Remember the Boulder Bird Club scope is available for use by 

trip leaders on all trips you lea.d. It may be picked up before your trip 
from Ploosters (494-6708), and should be returned following the trif). 

CARPOOLING ON TRIPS 
We carpool on all Boulder Bird Club.trips. Your share on trips 

within city limi1s is 50¢ each. Countywide ramblings are $1.00 each. 
For trips further afield, we will give the amount with the trip 

=:l:N-UP SHEETS ..,...�._"f. ·,......_

Everyone who attends � Boulc;ter Bird Club trip 
MUST sign the trip sign-up sheet before being allowed 
on the trip. By signing the sheet and participating in 
the trip, each participant declares that they are solely 
responsible for their own �fety, and in no way will

hold the Club, any trip leader, or participating person 
responsible for their safety. Remember to sign in every 
time, please. Anyone under the. age of 16 must be
accompanied by a responsible adult. · · 

NEW BBC MEMBERS · 
Lets all welcome these new members who have joined since the 

last BB.C newsletter: . 
Tracey Bernett, 7772 Creslview Lane, Longmont 80501, 652-1 ng 

(email.rberriett@lex.net) . -
Martha Dick, 3992 Sunshine Canyon, Boulder 80302, 444-0743 

_ Don & Lindsay Eades, 948 North St #20, Boulder 80304 
Loch Kilpatrick, 1880 S. Wyandot, Denver 80223, 727-8346 
Margaret Laubisch, 2960 Eagle Way, Boulder 80301, 473-0566 
Linda & Steve Lowe, 651 W. Sandbar Cir., Louisville 80027, 926-1692 
Edwin McConkey, 3590 Berkeley Ave., Boulder 80303, 499-1686 
Linda Simmons, 2861 N. Lake Ridge Tr., Boulder 80302, 546-Q025 
NEW ADDRESS 
Chris Byrne, 1922 22nd Sl, Boulder 80302, 417-9164 

Want to Contribute to WIidiife Conservation In Colorado? Groups 

That Need Your Support 
• Check off for Colorado Wildlife (on your income tax) 
• The Nature Conservancy of Colorado

1244 Pine St., Boulder CO 80302 
• Birds of Prey Foundation

2290 S. 104th St .. Broomfield CO 80020 
• Rocky Mountajn Raptor Program, 300 W. Drake,

CSU, Ft. Collins CO 80523 
And I am sure there are many more that also deserve our 

· individual support. The important thing is that we' all do it
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