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GREETINGS BBC MEMBERS -%- DUES ARE DUE @
In thinking back on 1993 | am delighted with the Your dues are due in January, $5.00 (a very

good year we have had for the Boulder Bird Club. We -~ nominal fee) for the year 1994. Any number of people

have seen our membership grow to over QQ members. to one hOUSGhOld, one malllng address! We hope that

We have had 4 outstanding issues of our newsletter everyone will renew membership in the club. Most of

"BBC News" published. We had 52 successful field trips the funds are used for publishing and mailing the

with a total of over 350 people participating, and saw at newsletter, which keeps you informed of our field trips.

least 206 species of birds on those trips. We have new Please put all names you want on the membership list

By-Laws to guide us in the coming years, and had a on your dues form. Be sure to fill out the form - we

terrific Christmas party with over 30 in attendance. need it to keep our records straight - and let us know
The success of this year has been due to the how you are willing to help the BBC, as this

involvment and participation of many of our members, organization depends on you. We send only one

and | thank you all. complimentary copy to prospective members because
| feel 1993 has set the stage for another year of of costs. So we very much appreciate your

great birding and birding-related activities by and for membership. Send the form with your dues to our

our club in 1994. | know | am looking forward to a lot treasurer, Marge Foland, 6738 Lakeview Dr., Boulder,

of good birding trips and hope you are too. So be CO 80303. Please renew now. Dont delay!

sure to participate in the field trips and get out into the

field and see the birds. MEMBERSHIP LIST

Good birding! A new membership list will be published with our
Suzi Plooster, President A "April-May-June" issue. Please include each name
{ ',l 6 _ separately on your dues form to have it included on the
MARCH MEETING of the BBC ** ¢/ i 302 membership list. Due to costs, we will print only one
e When: Friday, March 25, 7:00 pm i list for the year. Members who join during the course
® Where: Penthouse, Golden West Manor of the year will be mentioned in the newsletter so you
(Use east entrance and take elevator to penthouse) can add them to to yocur master list. Be sure to inciude
We are planningfor a special speaker and the number of Boulder County birds you have on your
presentation, plus a time for refreshments and getting life list in the box provided by your signature - the lists
acquainted. Bring a plate of finger food to share. will be publishedin the Spring issue.
Put it on your calendar now! It will be here before you

know it! " 2 BBC FIELD TRIPS
: e B Field Trip Coordinator Bill Kaempfer prepares a list
1994 BBC OFFICERS = EY
)

of field trips for each month according to bird

President - Suzi Plooster 494-6708 ==~ availability in our area. Please take advantage of these
Vice-president - Caroly Murray 678-9787 opportunities to learn more about birds. You will enjoy
Secretary - Betsy Daniel 449-9239 this club more, the more you patrticipate in these trips.
Treasurer - Marge Foland 494-5289 You will be warmly welcomed no matter what your
Field Trip Coordinator - Bill Kaempfer  939-8005 birding ability. Visitors and guests are always welcome.
BBC News Editor - Myron Plooster 494-6708 We do ask that those under 16 be accompanied by a
Field Log Compiler - Susan Ward 449-6686 responsible adult. Everyone should have and be able
to use binoculars.

Please contact us at any time if you have questions In the interests of conservation, we carpool when
or wish information, or would like to share your ideas possible for local trips in which driving is necessary.
for the Club. All participants are asked to pay the driver $1.00. Non-

local trip fees will be determined by the driver.

FIRST SUNDAY BIRDING Please arrive before the time listed, as all trips leave

Qur First Sunday Birding trips to Walden Wildlife promptly. We would rather bird than wait around.
nabitat, off N. 75th St. between Valmont and Jay Dress for the weather, have a snack and water with 2
oads, the first Sunday of every month from gnw,to .~ i*? you. Dont forget those binoculars, and bring your . j
noon,‘hgve proved to be a great success. (Lt} E"'} W#“scope et iy 52
Originated by past president Marj Swies; First>"'~— We know you'll enjoy our birding field trips.
Sunday Birding has attracted a steady following. Even o
in outrageous windy weather in December, 16 hardy QUOTE ON GWLING by Dick Pratt i
pirders showed up. This is a great way for new birders (lfted from Colo. Bird Atlas Newsletter).

to learn identification skills and techniques of "Owling with three people is eminently more enjoyable

observation. We have spotting scopes along to aid us. than owling by yourself. It would be even more

Do come and participate on a regular basis, and you enjoyable yet with three persons and an owl, though |

will learn a lot about birds, guaranteed. You will also am beginning to doubt that this ever happens. Most

meet a lot of new birding buddies. owls are found by dumb luck. In my experience tapes,
AV squeaking, and imitation all fail equally well."
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FALL SEASON BIRD BANDING AT L)(ITINS GULCH
~ trom The_ Dipper, the Foothills Audubon news etter
Thf; nets were opened eighteen days between Sept,_2 and Oct. 21,
1993, at the Allegra Collister Nature Preserve or‘what is wmmonly
called Lykins Guich. A total of 211 birds comprised of 33 different
species received new bands - |
The spring of 1994 will prove to be an exciting #me as the banding
team has received a grant from the Boulder County Scientific-Culture

Awareness Tax which has been used to purchase much needed mist

nets and equipment. Some of the monies will help to conduct a
habitat growth study at the site to determine the rate of growth of tbe
once heavily-grazed understory and it it has an effeqt on the diversity
of species of birds banded at the gulch. The gulch is private land
owned by the Caribou Ranch with an easement granted to the
Boulder Nature Conservancy for the preserve.

This coming May, the BBC plans to have several opportunities to
join Virginias Dionigi at the bird banding area. They are pgri;ally
supported by the Colorado Bird Observatory, but all work is done by
volunteers and they would welcome any donations, as ghey work with
a bare-bones budget. Send donations to Virginia Q;pmgi. 2949
University Ave., Longmont 80503, and mark it specitically for Lykins

Gulch Bird Banding.

|

Tips for Birdwatching

¢ Binoculars help! Scopes help
even more
4 Observe silhouette of bird
4 Observe head of bird:
- markings
- eye stripes or rings
- color
- beak shape
¢ Check for
- wing bars
- tail spots
- streaking
¢ Look for distinctive actions I
- tail wagging/flicking
- walking/hopping
- feeding, flying
4 Note habitat and time of year

4 Com ith a field id
Srpéfe wi ie guide

BIRDING FROM A CAMPER

Next to finding birds, talking with ranchers is one of the rewards
(and obligations) of Eastern Colorado Atias birding. Art and | travel in
an old, bright yellow Dodge camper, obviously visible for miles
around. In a recent visit to the Fremont Butte, Pinneo, and Round
Top blocks (Brush-Akron area) we met quite a few local ranchers,
usua]ly as we sat at the edge of a road watching, listening, scoping.
Obviously a camping vehicle is a rarity in these parts and pretty soon
a fellow in a fruck would come by and ask if we needed any help,
which was the opener for some good conversations.

We learned a lot about the country and the roads (watch the dry
sand - you can get bogged down). The local people were most
knpwledgeable about the big birds - owls, pheasants, prairie
chlqkens, hawks. We learned that in one now-abandoned homestead
a big (Great Horned?) owl had nested in the surrounding trees. The

place had formerly been rented and apparently the renters had

delighted in shoaoting the owls. Possibly the owls were returning - an
assignment for us next tme out.

One pleasant rancher told us about his lo

: nghorns (sturdier and
smaller than ordinary cattle). We had previously run into problems

trying to get into the Round Top Quad - nothing but barred gates
NO TRESPASSING signs, and rudimentary roadgs, and we mgntion.ed
this to the rancher. He offered to lend us his horse and we were
tempted, although I'm not sure | could get on a horse anymore
Birding on horseback could be fun. :
Wh’llel weve never been shot at or threatened, we did discover that
one irritable landlord didn't want ANYONE on his property, even the
men working on the oil pumping equipment. But another let us have
the run of his beautifui yard full of Swainson's Thrushes, orioles
goldfinches, and a White~crowned Sparrow. ’ :
- Helen Stiles-Wainwright

COLORADO BIRD REPORT
279-3076

BOULDER BIRD CLUB FIELD TRIPS
JANUARY, FEBRUARY, & MARCH 1994

Januar 2: First Sunday Birding. Meet at Walden
Ponds at 9:00 a.m. for a half day of birding to start

your year list for 1994! Leader-Steve Borichevsky (447-

3896)

Januar 22: Boulder Count. Saturday, joint trip with
DFO to various sites in Boulder Count. Be prepared
for a long day (9:30 am to 5:00 pm). Limited number,
prior reservation required. Call the leaders--Suzi and
Myron Plooster (494-6708).

Februar 5. A BBC-DFO tour of Valmont Reseroir.
Saturday trip. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at NIST. Leader-Bob
Jickling (499-4977).

Februaxr 6. First Sunday Birding. Meet at Walden
Ponds at 9:00 a.m. for a half day of birding. Leader-
Paula Hansley (62-3361).

Februar 26: Raptor Trip to Rabbit Mountain and
Lyons. Start from NIST at 8:00 a.m. and return in the
early afernoon, but bring a lunch. This makes up for
our snow cancellation in November. Saturday trip.
Leaders--Art and Helen Wainwright (494 —933).

March 6: First Sunday Birding. Meet at Walden Ponds

at 9:00 a.m. for a hal day of birding. Some early
Spring migrants like Blue-winged and Cinnamon Teal
may have returned. Leader--Bill Kaempfer (939-8005).

March 12: South Boulder Creek. Meet at City Open
Space Operations Center at 66 S. Cherryvale Rd. at

8:00 a.m. for a hike along South Boulder Creek toward

Marshall. Leader--John Tumasonis (440-8154).

Bill Kempfer
Field Trip Coordinator

** N|ST - 325 Broadway (Broadway & 27th), north parking lot.
** Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat - off N. 75th between Valmont and Jay Rd to Cottonwood
Marsh parking lot.

NEW MEMBERS. Let's all welcome these new
members who have joined since our last newsletter:

Marilyn Brand, 8897 Baseline Rd., Lafayette 80026 4494-5585
Diane Carter, 9041 Raleigh St., Westminster 80030 428-7370
Sherry L. Conner, 5144 Gallatin Pl., Boulder 80303

Jessica Feld, 1340 6th St., Boulder 80302 447-1313

Carol Haverkampf, 10565 Adams Cir. #302, Boulder 80303 939-0670

Emily Lewis & Cindee Grace, PO Box 4367, Boulder 80306 438-8052

Greg Miller, PO Box 7381, Boulder 80306 9388034

John Tumasonis, 1940 Walnut #516, Boulder 80302 440-8154

David Waltman, 2775 Spruce Ct., Boulder 80302 444-2132

Thank You!

Thanks to these members wno led trips for us during
October, November, and 1ecember: Susan Ward, Bill
Kaempfer, Fern Ford, Ferd and Jo Dirckx, Art and
Helen Wainwright, ana Wally Collins. Special thanks to
Bill Kaempfer for heading up the Cnristmas Bird Ceunt.

EWSLETTER DEADLINE
The BBC NEWS is published 4 times a year. We welcome your
news, short write-ups of your activities, etc. The deadline for the April
issue is March 20. Send all ariicles, etc., to Myron Plooster, 7420
Spring Drive, Boulder, CO 80303, or call 494-6708 evenings.
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